Acadlmie royale des Sciences coloniales — Devroey, E.-J 


Filed : Belgian Congo 


Nov«nber 23 > 1955 

Air Letter 

Acadiffiie royale des Sciences coloniales 
Institut Royal Colonial Beige 
Avenue Harnix, 25 
Bruxelles, Belgium 

Attn. Mr. E.-J. Devroey 

Dear Mr. Devroey; 

Just a word to acknowledge the sai'e arrival 
of the maps noted in your letter of October 2? 
to me. I am most pleased with them and find 
them exceedingly helpful and informative regarding 
matters concerning the Belgian Congo. 

Sincerely , 

Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 


WLSivb 
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INSTITOTROM COLONIAL BEL6E" ^ r,, . 



Bruxelles, le 27. OCtobre 1955 


Brussel, de 



Avenue Marnix, 25 
Marnjxlaan. 25 


PAR AVION 


Monsieur, 


Me referant a votre coinmande du 5 octobre 1955 


ainsi que de votre ’’Express Money Order” d^un montant de 
13 dollars dont je vous remercie, j^ai l^honneur de vous 
faire parvenir par courrier separe les fascicules suivants 
de notre Atlas General du Conpo : 


R. Cambier - Carte des explorations (avec notice) 

W* Coxill - Carte des Missions Protestantes (avec notice) 
J . GILLET - Carte nosologique (avec notice) 

F. Bultot - Carte des zones cliinatiques (avec notice). 


Veuillez agreer, Monsieur, l^assurance de ma 


consideration tres distinguee et de raes sentiraents devoues 



E.-J. DEVROEIl 


Monsieur Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 
Smithsonian Institution 
U.S.A. National Museum 


> 


WASHINGTON 25 DX 


U.S.A 


I 


f 


Acadimie Royale des Sciences Coloniales 

r^77^. '^W/ow, 


October 1955 

Air Mail 


Acadimie Royale des Sciences Coloniales 
Avenue Maraix, 25 
Bruxelles, Belgium 

Dear Sirs 

Enclosed find an American Express Company draft for 
650 francs . For it I would like to have the following of 
your publications s 

1 . Carte des explorations (R. Cambier) (11 pp. , 1 carte h.t. , 

index no • iilO *1 > 19^Q 100 P 


2. Carte des missions protestantes (H* Wakelin Coxill) 

(6 pp. , 1 carte h. t., index no, 652, 19Sk) 150 F 

3. Carte nosologique (Etr. J. Cillet) (6 pp. , 1 carte h.t., 

index no. 662, 1951+) ....200 F 


It. Carte des zones climatiques (F. Bultot) (8 pp. , 

1 carte h. t., index no. 33, 1955) ....200 F 


Dr. Fan Straelen was kind enough to send me your price list. 

Sincerely, 


Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 


M.Ssvb 

Enc. 




acadEmie royale des sciences coloniales 

Secretariat : Avenue Marnix, 25, BRUXELLES 

C. G. P. : 244.01 


ATLAS GENERAL DU CONGO 


LISTE DES FASCICULES PUBLIfiS AU 15 MAI 1955 



Reliure mobile F 

Avant-propos (30 pp., i carte h. t., 1948) 

® >Carte des explorations (R. Cambier) (ii pp., i carte h. t., index n® 13, 
194S) 

Carte des territoires phytogeographiques (W. Robyns) (10 pp., i carte 

h. t., index n® 410. i, 1948) 

Carte des Parcs Nationaux (W. Robyns) (9 pp., i carte h. t., index 

43 ) ^ 94 ^) 

iarte administrative (A. Massart) (14 pp., 2 cartes h. t., index rP 61, 

^ 95 ^) * • 

Carte geologique (L. Cahen et J. Lepersonne) (27 pp., 2 cartes h. t., 

index n° 31, 1951) 

Carte des missions catholiques (R. P. J. Van Wing) (8 pp., i carte h. t., 

index n° 651, 1951) 

Carte des productions animates (L. Tobback et J. Gillardin) (15 pp., 

I carte h. t., index n° 723, 1951) 

Carte de la densite des populations (P. Gourou) (7 pp., i carte h. t., 

index n® 624, 1951) 

Carte des eaux superficielles (E,-J. Devroey) (7 pp,, i carte h. t., index 

n® 34 *^‘^) 1951) 

Carte des tse-tses (G. Henrard) (4 pp., i carte h. t., index iP 663.2, 

^952) * 

Carte des campagnes antiesclavagistes (R. Gambier) (7 pp., i carte h. t., 

index n° 141, 1952) 

Carte des productions vegetales (J. Henrard) (12 pp., i carte h. t., index 

n® 7 ^^) ^953) 

Carte des frontieres (P. Jentgen) (7 pp., i carte h. t., index n® 15, 1953) 
Avant-propos (2® edition, corrigee et mise a jour, 28 pp., 3 cartes h. t., 

index n®® 01, 021, 022, 1954) ... 

f Carte des missions protestantes (H. Wakelin Goxill) (6 pp., i carte 

^ h. t., index n® 652, 1954) 

Carte linguistique (R. P. G. van Bulck) (8 pp., i carte h. t., index 

n® 522, 1954) *•* 

Carte geodesique (A. Letroye, en coll, avec A. Massart) (8 pp., i carte 
h. t.. index n^ 2. IQ‘;4) 


' • • • • I 


120 » 
240 » 


250 » 
200 » 


I Carte nosologiquq (D^ J. Gillet) (6 pp., i carte h. t., index n^ 662, 

1954) 



* « • • • 


••• 


Carte des telecommunications (R. Geulette) (7 pp., i carte h. t., index 


• • • • ♦ • 


TOP 742, 1954) 

Carte des zones climatiques (F. Bultot) (8 pp., i carte h. t., index 

n° 33 . 1955) 


200 )) 


* s« * « » « « ' 


* • ♦ * * « 


EN PREPARATION 

J 

Carte ethnologique (R. P. G. van Bulck). 

Carte des concessions minieres (F. Gilsoul et A. Massart). 
Carte des transports (E.-J. Devroey). 

Carte gravimetrique (L. Jones). 

Carte de Vart indigene (F. Olbrechts). 





KONINKLIJKE ACADEMIE VOOR KOLONIALE WETENSCHAPPEN 

Secretarie : Marnixlaan, 25, BRUSSEL 
P. G. R. : 244.01 


ALGEMENE ATLAS VAN CONGO 


* « « • 


« • « « • 


LIJST 

• DER AFLEVERINGEN UITGEGEVEN OP 15 MEI 1955 

Mobiele inbinding 

Inleiding (30 biz., i buitentekstkaart, 1948) 

Kaart van de Ontdekkingsreizen (R. Gambier) (ii biz., i buitentekstkaart, 
index n'’ 13, 1948) 

Kaart van de Phytogeografische Streken (W. Robyns) (10 biz., i buiten- 
tekstkaart, index 410. i, 1948) 

Kaart van de Nationale Parken (W. Robyns) (9 biz., i buitentekstkaart, 
index n>‘ 43, 1948) 

Administratieve kaart (A. Massart) (14 biz., 2 buitentekstkaarten, index 
n^ 61, 1950) 

Geologische kaart (L. Cahen en J. Lepersonne) (27 biz., 2 buitentekst- 
kaarten, index 31) 1951) ... 

Kaart der Katholieke Missies (E. P. J. Van Wing) (8 biz.; i buitentekst- 
kaart, index n^ 651, 1951) ... 

Kaart van de Dierlijke Producties (L. Tobback en J. Gillardin) (15 biz., 

I buitentekstkaart, index 723, 1951) 

Kaart van de Bevolkingsdichtheid (P. Gourou) (7 biz., i buitentekst- 
kaart, index n’' 624, 1951) 

Kaart der Oppervlaktewaters (E.-J . Devroey) (7 biz., i buitentekstkaart, 
index n^ 340.1, 1951) 

Kaart van de Tsetsevliegen (C. Henrard) (4 biz., i buitentekstkaart, 
index n^ 663.2) 

Kaart van de Veldtochten tegen de Slavenhandel (R. Gambier) (8 biz., 

I buitentekstkaart, index n^ 141, 1952) 

Kaart van de Plantaardige Producties (J. Henrard) (13 biz., i buiten- 
tekstkaart, index n^ 722, 1953) 

Kaart van de Grenzen (P. Jentgen) (7 biz., i buitentekstkaart, index 

n"’ i 5 t 1953) 

Inleiding (2^ uitg., verbeterd en aangevuld) (28 biz., 3 buitentekstkaarten, 

index n^ 01, 021, 022, 1954) 

Kaart van de Protestantse Missies (H. Wakelin Goxill) (6 biz., i bui- 
tentekstkaart, index n^ 652, 1954) 

Talenkaart (E. P. G. van Bulck) (8 biz., i buitentekstkaart, index n^ 

522, 1954) 

Geodetische kaart (A. Letroye, met medew. van A. Massart) (8 biz., 

I buitentekstkaart, index n^ 2, 1954) 

Nosologische kaart (D^ J. Gillet) (7 biz., i buitentekstkaart, index 

n"" 662, 1954) ... 

Kaart van de Verreberichtgevingen (P. Geulette) (7 biz., i buitentekst- 
kaart, index n^ 742, 1954) 

Kaart der Klimatische Zonen (F. Bultot) (8 biz., i buitentekstkaart, 
index n^- 33, 1955) 




120 » 
240 » 

100 » 

130 » 

130 » 

270 » 

300 » 

150 » 

200 » 

200 » 

200 » 
250 » 
200 » 
250 » 
200 » 
250 » 
150 » 
200 » 

200 )) 

200 )) 

200 )) 

200 » 


IN VOORBEREIDING 

Ethnologische Kaart (E. P. G. van Bulck). 

Kaart van de Mijnconcessies (F. Gilsoul en A. Massart). 
Kaart van het Vervoer (E.-J. Devroey). 

Gravimetrische Kaart (L. Jones). 

Kaart van de Inlandse Kunst (F. Olbrechts). 


Bredin Exp, - Congo 


mrch 23, 1956 

U. S. Dapartaeiit of Agricalture 
Cofort 5> Soath BoHding 
Washir^ton 25, D. C. 

Attn I Shipping Itooa 

Genii erafflij 

Please deliver to hearer, yfr, W, L. Livingston, 
filffl m Order 21-7%, 

feiy taruly yoars. 


Sooretary to Dr. ¥al^ L. SetaBitt 
Dept, of EodloCT' 



AMERICAN AUTOMOBILE ASSOCIATION 


PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE AT t7TH ST., N. W., 
WASHINGTON 6, D. C., 
TELEPHONE; METROPOLITAN 4000 



ITovem'ber 21^ 1955 


Dr* Waldo L« Schmitt 

Room 301t Smithsonian Institution 

Washington, D. C. 


Dear Dr. Schmitt i 


r/c, 27 8 ? 


¥e are enclosing our ch^k in the amount of $ 230 *05 
representing refund due you on air tickets for the members 
of the Smithsonian Expedition last spring. Breakdown follows! 




Refund on Pare 

Tax 

Total 

Dr. Sexton, Sr. 

37.80 

4.20 

$ 42.00 

Mr. Sexton, Jr. 

37.80 

4.20 

42.00 

Dr. Baker 

37.80 

4.20 

42.00 

Dr. Schmitt 

93.6^ 

$ 207.04 

10.41 
$ 23.01 

104.05 

230.05 


Under separate cover we are returning your old ticket 
covers which you said you v/anted to keep. 


As soon as we hear from Belgia,n Line and also from 
AAA, Uew York, we *11 advise. 


Very truly yours, 

(Mrs.) mry M. Paddy 
International Travel Dept. 



End. 




YOUR AGENT FOR: AIRLINE, RAILROAD AND STEAMSHIP TICKETS • CRUISES • ALL-EXPENSE TOURS • HOTEL RESERVATIONS 



Cowan, James H. 

Filed : Belgian Congo Details 


Sorember 8, 19$$ 


Hr. James H. Cowan, Manager 
International l^avel Department 
Ameriean Antomoblle Association 
1712 a Street, B. VI. 

Dear Mr. Cowan: 

Enclosed is the third eommnnlcation I have received from 
the Belgian Lines regarding the charges against our expedition. 
I have already delivered the first two to your office, one to 
Mrs. Paddy before her departure to Bjrope and the second 
recently to one of your young ladies in Mrs. Paddy’s absence 
and idiile you were busy with sme other folks. I asked her to 
see that your office acknowledged this letter to the Belgian 
Lines so that they would know it was uiKler consideration by 
your organisation and I requested a copy of your letter for 
ay files. 

Apparently you have not been able to get around to posting 
the Belgian Lines on idiat is being done mean^ile. Please give 
them some interim acknowledgment. A carbon of my note of tod«y 
to Mr. Haberle is enclosed. 

Sincerely, 


Waldo L. Scliffiitt 
lead Curator 
Department of Zoology 


M,S:Tb 

Soc, 



ioveafo«r 8, 1955 


Hr. K. L. Saberle 
Belgian Lin® Incorporated 
63 Broad Street 
Sev York h, Sew lorit 

rear Mr. Haberlei 

Tour two larevious lettera to se,. regarding charges against 
ne or the ei^edition idiich I headed to the Belgian Congo, were 
turned over to the local Iiitwpiiaticsial Travel ^fice of the 
A, A, A., 1?12 0 Street, M. «. Mr. Jmm B, Coma is the manager 
of our ^hington branch. I have no doubt but what they are 
looking into the matter but I regret that you i«ve had no 
acknowledgment from then covering the receipt of your correspon- 
dence. 

I am sorry that the matter is so loi^ delays! I fear 
that it is quite an involved affair. Our aatmobile trawl 
and lodgings in Africa were all handled by a Mr. Eric Thornton. 
Transportation throu#oot the trip was purchased toou# Sabeaa 
Air Lines in Washington. I do net know just idiere matters 
might be stalled bat Jope that an esplsnatloa will soon be 
forthc^ing. 

May I ask hinre a peioonal question? lour naac stirs 
memories for it is that of a fomer American Consul in Chile 
who wrote a rather intereatii^ artiid,© about Juan Fernandes, 
the Bc^inaon Crowe lalai^ In ti» Pacific, I, too, visited 
the place and Md soae correspondence with Mr. Haberle 

about copies of s<sse of Ms photographs. Before died I was not 
able to obtain th®* and I do not know ^diat beo«e of his effects. 
If you are his son or related to him you my know. 

With kindest regeirds. 

Sincerely, 


Waldo L. SctoKltt 
Head Curator 
tepartaHent of Zoology 


.lSsid> 




AMERICAN AUTOMOBILE ASSOCIATION 


PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE AT 17TH ST., N. W 



WASHINGTON 6, D. C 




TELEPHONE: METROPOLITAN 4000 


AIHMAIL 


April 27. 1955 


Br* ¥aldo L* Schmitt 
c/o Dr. Louis van den Ber^i 
Director. IRSAC. Lwiro (Katana) 
D«S, Bolcavu, Belgian Congo 


Dear Dr. Schmitt: 


I vras delighted to have yoiir letter of April 18. 
to knov that trip seems to he vrorking out so i;ell, and 


certainly hope it continues to do so. 

Our I'Tev; York office advises that vouchers I 5870 



end. On your arrival in Juha at 10:45 a.m., on Satru'day, 
Hay 28, you are to he met hy a courier v/ho will take you 


to your hotel, and also present the ITile steamer tickets^ 


which are made up over there. 

I*m sarre Mr. Thornton-Dailey must he familiar 
v/ith the different toiu" operators in that area, and would 
have a good suggestion on a contact. The name of the ITile 
steamer comuanv is **Sudan Government Steamers” vmich, I am 
sure, v;ill h^ve a record of your reservations, and you may 
even v/ant to call then on your arrival in Juha> or. Saturday. 

I had written to you, care Sahena in Brussels, and 
was surprised to have the letter returned today. I*m enclos- 
ing it v/ith this letter. 

Trusting that the balance of the trip v/ill he as 
pleasant, and that you all continue to liave good health. I am. 

Sincerely, 



International 


rr: 


/ravel Dent 





YOUR AGENT FOR: AIRLINE, RAILROAD AND STEAMSHIP TICKETS • CRUISES • ALL-EXPENSE TOURS • HOTEL RESERVATIONS 




AMERICAN AUTOMOBILE ASSOCIATION 


PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE AT I7th ST., N. W 



WASHINGTON 6, D. C 






TELEPHONE: METROPOLITAN 4000 


AIRilA.IL 


April 4, 1955 


Dr. V/aldo L* Sclimitt 
c/o Dr. V. Van Straelen, President 
Inst i tut des Parcs ITationaux 
du Congo Beige 
Rue Monto 3 ?^er 21 
Brussels, Belgium 

Dear Dr. Schmitt: 


Have been meaning to write you a note to vjish 


good health and success with ^rour Congo trip, - every- 
thing was in such a rush just before your departure, there 
was no time to say goodbye to you. 


Dr. Sexton came in to ijick up his tickets, and 


I asked if he had an^^ message for you - he said to tell you 
to ”look up 612 insect preventive or similar material to rub 
on skin if you havenH already?" packed it*’. 


T hope the weather is pleasant in Europe nov 7 , and 


that you are enjoying 3 ’^our stop-overs prior to leaving for 
Leopoldville. 

My very best regards, and I hope to hear from 3 ^ou 
on your return to b^ashington. 


Sincerely", 



P.S. As you vrill note from the above address, I plamed to 
write this last week, - and on looking at your itinerar^^, thought 
it best to send it care Sabena, at the Brussels Airport. 




YOUR AGENT FOR: AIRLINE, RAILROAD AND STEAMSHIP TICKETS • CRUISES • ALL-EXPENSE TOURS • HOTEL RESERVATIONS 




AMERICAN AUTOMOBILE ASSOCIATION 

^ s . ^ # 

Internatiohai Trayel Department 


250 PARK AV'E{<OE, NEW.YORK 17. N. Y. 


OFFICE MEMORANDUM: 


ITD, Washington 


DATE: Feb. 17, 1955 


.* James Cowan 


RE: Dr. Waldo Schmitt & party 


This wil3- confirm our telephone conversation of yesterday in connection with 
the forthcoming Belgian Congo trip of Dr. Waldo Schmitt and party. 


Based on the 45-day itinerary submitted, the selling price will be $1,785 for 
each member of the party. This price includes all hotel accommodations ‘and 


meals as well as rail transportation from Matabi to Leopold sville, aijvjbrans- 
nortation fro m Leopold sville t o S tanleyvillg, and from Butovu to Juba, and 
steamship transportation from Juba to Kosti. as-vC^. r<-'L •, u u 






The selling price for the 30-day itinerary araoimts to $1^297 for each , member 
of the party^ also including the rail from Matabi to Leopold sville^ the air 

as above and steamer from Juba to Kosti. 


If a European guide is desired for the party ^ the additional amount will be 
^25 per day. This amount^ of course^ will be shared by the members of the 

party. 


lir. Thornton Dailly strongly recommends making all hotel reservations in ad- 
vance as hotels are sometimes only small places and the party will be arriving 

with 6 people . 

The air connection from Bukavu to Juba will be via Entebbe where the party 
has to change planes. The flight from Bukavu to Entebbe operates 
Monday, while from Entebbe to Juba flights ar^operated every Tuesday, Wed- 

nesday and Thursday. - ' " 

Please let us have final acceptance of the Itinerary at your _^rliest possible 
convenience so that we may go ahead with the necessary reservati 


HGB/mt 



aumann 





AMERICAN AUTOMOBILE ASSOCIATION 


PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE AT I7th ST.. N. W 



WASHINGTON 6, D. C 




TELEPHONE: METROPOLITAN 4000 


1 ITovem'ber 195^' 


Mr. V/aldo I. Schmitt 
Fstional Museum 
Room # 301 

10th Street & Constitution Avenue, N.W. 

Washington 
District of Columhia 

Dear Mr. Schmitts 

Pursu-Bnt to our telephone conversa.tion of this date, we take 
pleasure in enclosing herewith copies of your sue*gested Itin— 


The rate for the northern route would he S 


$2398*00 each 
$2497.00 each 


Douhle basis - hotel 
Single basis - hotel 


The rate for the southern route \\^ould he5 


$2878^.00 each 
$3015^00 each 


Douhle basis - hotel 
Single basis - hotel 


V/e trust vrhen you have had an opportunity to study these Itineraries 


that they wil] meet v/ith your approval. If there are any changes, 
or further su-eaestlons on your nart, ve will be ver^/ happy to ma.he 
the necessary changes. 

Locking forward to hearing from you at the earliest rossible time, 


I remain, 


Mr. Cowan called from the AAA. He has had an answer to the cable 


to the Congo; 

« 

The inclusive rate for five people for the trip you asked 
about is $ 2969 . 




Daily rate for the car and chauffeur, allowing $0 Km per day 
is $88. Extra ifin over would be at 10 franks or 20^ 

per lOn. 


V aw 



AMERICAN AUTOMOBILE ASSOCIATION 


PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE AT 17th ST., N. W 



WASHINGTON 6, D. C 




TELEPHONE: METROPOLITAN 4000 


1 ITovern'ber 195^ 


Mr. V/aldo I. Schmitt 
t i onal Museum 
Room # 301 

10th Street & Constitution Avenue, N.W. 

Washington 
District of Columhia 

Deer Mr. Schmitt; 

Pursuant to our telephone conversation of this date, we take 
pleasure in enclosing herewith copies of your sua'gested Itin- 
erary. 

The rate for the northern route would he s 


$2398.00 each 
$2497.00 each 


Double basis - hotel 
Single basis - hotel 


The rate for the southern route would bes 


$2878^.00 each 
$3015v00 each 


Double basis - hotel 
Sinr!?le basis - hotel 


We trust vrhen you have had an opportunity to study these Itineraries 



or further su-ypest^ons on 3^our part, we will hp very happy to make 
the necessary chan, yes. 

Looking forv/ard to hearing from you at the earliest rossible time, 
I remain. 


Hesrectfully yours, 


JHC/bh 
End: -.J 





YOUR AGENT FOR: AIRLINE, RAILROAD AND STEAMSHIP TICKETS • CRUISES • ALL-EXPENSE TOURS • HOTEL RESERVATIONS 


SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


. 4 -. ^ ' ■; 





-, ***» ^'' vy *» '*^,*^64,.' 

•, .:a.'.’ twCt ,t-i. 




OV>-Q 


ct Q 


te/ f^/cq Ypoir^di i^ 

Kf^wt'v Q IQ^^. 





. • '‘. ^ ^ - V 

*-W> '■■ 


■fee SBiit’v;C'i!iiaii :institutiori is soonsoi'iEg an ©xpeditioa to 


■6ri© /■'•©liTia'’’ 


oago m'icier the leadersMp of Dr, vVS 3 J.ck 


iu.ao L. Esi'ffidtt, 


xtiUBTiiTj -'gaiida^, i:aiigai:iy'ika^ Anglo— Egypt- last Sudafi and Egjn 


Dgy. fh© party plans to inc].iid ,8 in its 


haao^ ^igsris ^;iid DrassaTille^ French Fcpatorial ifricaPaM is 
orgauisatl for th© purpos® of coilestiEg and stutiyiDg iriTertebrata 
life of the r-sgion as >iell as the saaller laaaaals. 


,in conKsction vdtii this proposed tripj y 4 B Iiafe taken ths 
Ixbertj of forifix-ding pne coHest'ing outfit irs jo^sr eare at 
.JIatadi for ro-.fc-;t-ra.rGirjg to tfee Smith BOiiian-Eredisi Exfisditioa 
a'c- i,eopoj..dTiiie,, Sei.g5^an Congo, Tit® shioseBt will leaTs H&w Yox'-k 
MTGh 12 on the SS STFElISTRAIiTE Bslgiaa Idn®. Ilaj I ask your kiM 
serriees in ^ accepting the shipment and forvtardiag it to LeopoldTll 
ij t!te earliest possibla steamer, dr, Seteiiti and Ms party will 


r*i , 
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and return the white 


'j,©as® oe assurea ox sy appreciation of your serMcc 




?exy truly yours^ 


ngfcon Kailo 
Director 




OBei.osure 



y 


ZZ? " 


American I^xpress Company 


T^ul R. Ross 

Vice President & Comptroller 
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Travelers Cheques 
Money Orders Foreign Remittances 
Travel and Foreign Shipping 


65 Broadway 
N E w Yo R K 6 , N. Y. 

Telephone; Whitehall 4- EOOO 


November 25 , 1955 
T/C #6 


Mr. Waldo !• Schmitt 
Head Curator, Dept, of Zoolo^ 
Smithsonian Institution 
7pashington 25^ D*G. 

Dear Sir: 


In response to your request of November 15th, we list below the 
desired information: 


Serial No> 

R 28,892,492 
N 11,571,009 
N 11,571,014 

E"95,43i,4W 

480 

481 

482 

483 

484 


Date Cashed 

7/7/55 
6/8/55 
6/16/55 


6/20/55 

Z/20/55 

6/20/55 

6/20/55 

6/20/55 

6/20/55 


Endorsements 

Roy F. Sexton, Jr. A.M.C. Fac. 
Barclays Banlc, Khartoum 
Banque Belre, C airo 

^ ■ I ■.■■■I ■ 


Banque Beige, Cairo 
Banque Beige, Cairo 
Banque Beige, Cairo 
Banque Beige, Cairo 
Banque Beige, Cairo 
Banque Beige, Cairo 


7 


Since you did not fi3-l in the name of the city or date cashed on 
the. face ofthe cheque, withtthe sole exception of N 11,571,009, the dates and 
institutions processing the cheque are taken from the back of the cheque. 

We trust that the above information will serve your purpose. 

Yours veir/ truly, 

/ 

, j I k 

T,M« SixOTLith 

Travelers Cheqde Accountant 

/ 

f 



/ 




American Express Co. 



Filed: Belgian Congo 


November 1$, 1955 


Aiaerican Express Gompasy 

"’Fottrteenth 'Btreety' 'Ni- Vi- 
-Washisg ton , - -B." C; 

Gentlemen : 


I hope that it is not too late for yon to give me some inforaation 
regarding 8 travelers checks I parchased fro© the Washington office at 
lUth and G this past March 25, 1955. I failed to note down the places 
I cashed them bat below have indicated where I think it occarred: 


$100. 

check 

s. 

28. 

692. 

it92 

$20. 

cl^ek 

H. 

11. 

,571. 

009 

$20. 

check 

N. 

11. 

571. 

OlU 

e 

o 

checks 

E. 

95. 

U31. 

ii79 



ff 


U80 




n 


U81 




n 


Ii82 




n 


li83 




If 


1*81} 


Entebbe, fganda, or Cairo, Egypt ? 
Ehairtoum, Sedan ? 

Cairo, Ifeypt ? 

Of these $10. cheeks, 1 or 2 may 
have been cashed in ajkava, Belgian 
Congo or Assaan, Egypt} 1 or 2 
others may have been cashed in the 
Sadan,and the last few in Cairo. 


Any information regarding the place where the one $100. check} the 
tvo $20. checks} and the six $10. checks were first cashed, date, and if 
possible, by idiam, woald be keenly appreciated. 

If any charge is entailed kindly bill me for it. 

Sincerely, 


Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Carator 
Department of Zoology 


MCSjvb 








c 






71 i\ 


MichS, Marc 


Septe«b««r 19 ^$ 


Kiss Rath Tyler, F^itor 
Anerlcan finsmxm of fistaral History 
Csntral Park SlRet at 79tb Street 
Hew Tork, {Jew York 

Bear Kiss lyier* 

I wish to exfjrsss ry appreciation to you 
for your great kirdness letl-lng se hare 
three reprints of an early paper of sine, 
puhllened in your Puilotin, on Bm« of the 
crustaceans coJ-leotcd by the Jteeriean tksseur 
Coiipo Eapedltion, 15??')9“-i9lS» Ti'sese par^irs 
are foir.g idtere they will do the rest good 
and one of thera. is on its irsy to Marc Michl, 
the SBperintendont of the farassba C'Seleiuss] 
Mstlonal Park, As with our Sational Park 
Seryiee ti»«re is a ruaeus ia this particular 
park with a aeries of your publications, 
lacking this paper on Qrastacea whicdi I 
juroiaised to supply* I tharje you for this 
assistance* 

Again with acr best thsjaka and kind regards. 

Sincerely yours, 


Waldo L, SetiBitt 
Hoad Curator 
DspartffleBt of Ecology 




^°‘"!'*/SS£URS 



V A XELAIRE - CLAES 






'■'ru) 


Service : Direct ion 


H . B . 


y l^e\. 

{h rappeler dans toute correspondance) 


Monsieur et Madame, 

Pe rme t t e z- nous de saluer votre arrives a Bruxelles, 
et de vous presenter nos meilieurs voeux d’heureux sejour dans 

notre bonne ville 

Nous sommes prets, pour notre part, a contribuer de 
notre mieux, a vous rendre ce sdjour aussi agreable que vous 
pouvez I’esodrer, en mettant a votre disposition noire orga- 
nisation qui comports 120 rayons et de nombreux services. 


Nous serons heureux de vous accueillir en nos Eta 


bl issements , 

1 



si vous voulez nous fairs l^honneur de votre 
us procurer toute facilite, nous vous invitons 


Notre desir, croyez bien, est que vous emportiez et 
gardiez, de notre pays, un souvenir excellent. 


Vos dbvouds 



S. A. DES GRANDS MAGASINS * AU BON MARCH E ".^ETABL. VAXELAIRE-CLAES - SIEGE SOCIAL : 123, RUE NEUVE. BRUXELLES 
TELEPHONES ; 17.40.00-17.00.00 (40 LIGNES) - C. C. POST, s CLIENTS 292.81 - FOURNISSEURS 2337.88 - REG. COM. BRUXELLES l 7450 




Filed: Bel. Congo 
Er. P. Baert 


September 9 , 1955 


Air Mall 

Mr, P, Baert 
Parc National Albert 
Rwlndl par Goma 
Kivu “ Congo Beige 

Dear Mr. Baejrt: 

With this I send you a Smithsonian news 
release which deals with some of Dr, Schneirla’s 
studies at Barro Colorado Island in the Canal 
Zone. I hope that before too long lie will send 
you copies of his publications. 

We are checking through the available 
Museum publications to see if there is anything 
on ants that would be of interest to you. 
Whatever we find will be sent to you. 

Sincerely, 


Waldo L. Sclimitt 
Head Curator 
Dept, of Zoology 


WLSsvb 

Enc. 


AIS MAIL 


0 . St IaM.a 2 fil }lusem 

2'3f &* C» II* S* A* 
Sept«aber 2 , 1955 


&■* P, ilMrL 
Fmre MUmal Altmrt 
Buisadi .par i&raa 
Mrti - Coago Belg® 

Dmr Dr. aB«pti 

Ur, k%ado Sctealtt, Curate tfc® 3®part»Ei ctf '2o<acgj cdT 
the &ri.thaaji«n laatifest® tere ha# res£»rT^ tc jewr letter at 
Augwt 14. I m glad t© lesira cf jcwr tat^rest ia sat®, s fi«M 
ia vMcii I am & spscialist with the Salted S-tate# De^t®»at c£ 

Agri cal tare. Althotfh I tm% McrWl tc &sff «xteat m ifrlcs&a 
sate I aa fsalllar wlto of the acre e«BiaB fctwi, ^pecisUjr 
the specie® treated tgr waeeler is "tots cf the Belgisa Cca^c*. 

¥111 yea kinaijr wri te m iM detail ctocemlsg year special isterestst 
I shadd like te emhaage aats asS relate with yrat, if tht# 
ftppeeis te yai. 

Hcpii^ tc h^ir further froa y<ai, 1 to wi'tti best wish®® 


?c^ siacerely jeami 

V 

«» 

Msrlcs K* Smith 

insect Mentificatito and 

FsErasi'te latrcducticn Secticn 

Ferwarded t 


Fcreign Agrieaitural Service 


ccsEr. 'MaMc Seteitt 
ll^isith tlm 



INSTITUT DES PARCS NATIONAUX 
DU CONGO BELGE 


Rwindi, le 

GOMA (KIVU) 


19 


PARC NATIONAL ALBERT 


STATION DE RWINDI 


NO 


■0CiV( 


Wold 


CL h < 


Cher MOiisieur akitlT, 


Je vous remercie de votre lettre du ler 
aolit;, que je viens de recevoir, et je me rejoais avec 
vous du succes de votre ureiniere mission en Afrique. 
Je vous avoue que j^ai eu un tres reel olaisir a pou- 


voir vous aider et je regrette encore de n' avoir pu 
le faire mleu-i par suite de mes connaissances limitees 
de VO ore langue. 

Groyez que je serai tres heureux de vous 
recevoir a 1’ occasion d'une prochaine mission, car je 
ne doute pas que vous songez deja a refaire un voyage 
plein d’inter§t nour votre institution, et que je ferai 
tout ce qui est en mon nouvoir nour facilicer vos tra- 
vaux. 

Je vous suis reconnai^iit de bien vouloir 
m’expedier de la documentation concernant les^fourmis, 
aui sera la bienvenue. 8i je puis, de mon cote^, vous 
etre utile en quoi que ce soit, n’hesitez nas a me met- 
tre a contribution. 

Je vous prie de croire, cher Monsieur 
Smith, en 1^ expression de mes sentiments bien cordia- 
lemenc aevoues. 


Monsieur V/aldo SCHiilTT 
Head Curator 
Dept of Zoology 
Smithsonian Institution 
WASHTNSTON P‘7 D.C. 




!'■ 




p. Saert 

Parc National Albert 
RV/TNDT par GGliA — 
Kivu - Congo Beige 



Bailey, Reeve 


Filed: Belgian Congo 




UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 

ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN. U. S. A. 


MICHIGAN / 



MUSEUM OF ZOOLOGY 



March 16, 1955 


Dr. Y^aldo Schmitt 
iriead Curator 
Dept, of Zoology 
Smithsonian Institution 
United States National Museum 
Y»ashington 25, D.C. 

Deacr Dr. Schmitt: 

On my desk I find ^rour note of February 21, 
inquiring about Ted Baylor. On the day that your 
letter came in I saw him and he told me that he 
also had received your letter and would give 5 ^ou 
any possible assistance with the light trap. 

All good wishes for success in your forth 
coming trip to the Belgian Congo. 


Yery sincerely 



He eve M. Bailey 
Curator of Fishes 



Finneran, Lee 

Filed: SjfkMiitocstigxx-Belgian Congo Expe 



March 3> 


Mr. Lee Finneran 
Detroit Aquarium 
Belle Isle, Michigan 

Dear ■Ir. Finneran: 

My secretary has told me of your kindness and courtesy 
during your telephone conversation with her this afternoon. 
She informs me that j^-ou will make every effort to find some- 
one to undertake the construction of the physiological light 
traps which we so desperately need. It so happens that our 
own shops are working on other equifanent for the expedition, 
as well as carrying on their regular assignments for the 
institution. For these reasons they cannot undertake tne 
construction of the light traps in time for our departure. 

If you are so fortunate as to be able to find some 
person to do the job for us and can ship any or all of the 
four light traps (minus batteries) to us by March 18, we 
will be most grateful. Feel free to send thera by air if 
necessary, \4e will pay all expenses as soon as you bill 
us. 


Thank you again for your consideration. 

Sincerely yours. 


Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Dept, of Zoology 


WLS:vb 



Finneran, Lee 

Filed: Belgian Congo Exped* 





March 3, 1935 

Mr. Lee Finnip§®^ 
letroit Aquarium 
Detroit 5 Michigan 

Airmail Special Delivery 

Dear Mr. Finniganj 

lour haiite was given me by Dr. Edward R. Saylor 
of the University of Michigan in connection with my 
desire to obtain fc;r of the physiological light 
traps which he designed. He tells roe that you make 
than. 


Can you send me four of them by special deliveiy 
parcel post or any other medium which is as rapid? 

I had hoped to get these traps by March 15 but I may 
be too late. The urgency is caused by the immediate 
needs of the &nithsonian-Bredin Expedition to the 
Belgian Congo, which leaves here in about two weeks. 

I certainly hope that you can help us by furnishing 
any number, that you have ready to ship, up to four. 

If you can supply the foui’ at once, please ship then 
immediately, if not, we will be iiappy to have the 
ones on hand now and you can ship the remainder of 
the four later. 

As soon as you let roe know the price I will mail 
you a check but please do not delay sending the traps. 
I am very well known to Bob Miller, Reeve Bailey, and 
van der Schalie. 

Thanking you for any assistance you can render, 

I am. 

Sincerely yours. 


Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Itept. of Zoology 


WLS:vb 




Baylor, Edward R. 
Filed: Belgian Congo Expe 


UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



ANN ARBOR 

DEPARTMENT OF ZOOLOGY 


Dr. Waldo L. Schinitt 
Head Curator 
Dept, of Zoology 
Smithsonian Inst. 

Dear Dr. Schmitt; 

Dr. Smith and I have no traps on hand 
at this time and are busily writing up our 
results of the past two years experiments, 
however, P.^r. Lee Pinnigan of the Detroit 
Aquarium, Detroit , Michigan has been fab- 
ricating the traps for the past two years. 

I am sura that he would make as many as 
you require. 

It is worth while pointing out that the 
trap catches only those organisms which 
respond v;ith a positive phototaxis to long 
wavelengths of light and with a positive 
geotaxis to short wavelengths of light. 
Therefore there are many organism which it 
falls to catch. We tried it last summer in 
Florida for inshore plankters and it was 
conspicuously unsuccessful except for crab 
larvae . 

Wishing you every success on your 
proposed expedition I remain. 



Asst, Prof, Zool, 



Pretmsor B, R. Baylor 




February 21, 195$ 


Baylor, E. R, 
Filed; Belgian Congo 


r^partraeut of Zoology 
Bniversitj of MicWgan 
Aon Arljor, Michigan 

Pear Professor Bi^lor* 

I liave read your des<Eriptioij af a ijiiysiolegical light trap, 
ifl^Ecology* for Jaauaiy' 1953 (pp. 223-22l») , with a great deal of 
interest. It so happens tiiat I 'will aaire an opportunity ©f 
visiting the Bel^rlan Congo this coairig April and: 14*^ and, in order 
to increase lay collecting average for Crustacea, I mold like to 
inave two, three, or four of ti»e traps that yon design, frankly, 

I haven’t the ttee tcs either build or experiisent vttii one prior 
to going and I ®r lioping that you can either build or Irand m 
several cf these li^t traps, I will be glad to pay both cost 
and labor in their construction, Itie battffries %^»ld not need to 
be provided but I would like to have the tubes, corks, funnels, 
ligxit bulbs, and so forth, fitted and ready for use as soon as 
batteries are attached. Any help that you could give me in this 
connection would be keenly appreciated, I can either pay in 
advance for material and Icfcor or upon the suteission of a bill* 

If it is .rKJsaible for you 'to acajsiigodate »e with t!’ie traps 
I would like to have the® not later than March 15, Pardon 
haste with this order but it is om of tije arast proBising collect- 
ing devices for fresh water plankton that I have seen in many a 
di^. 


ineerely yours. 


lialdo L. bchmitt 
Head Curator 
Fept. of Zoology 


VilLSsvb 



Fsbfosiy 2'!, l’?55 


Br, K®«w H, Bailey 
Dept, of Zoolo^r 
tleiversity of Mieriigaa 
Axm Arbor, Micl:iigaii 

E^ar Dr. Baileys 

Fiielosed is a bopy of a letter adc^essed 
to Dr. Baylor* X haw been unable to Icmate 

his oresent address and take it that it is 

» 

still tiie tSsiversity of Michigani alitough, 
Arserican Ken of Seienee for *ij9 plac^ 
him at Princeton. I am anxious to get a few 
of the traps tdiich X have mentioned and mtf 
way that jo^ could assist me in their a^tii- 
sition would be keenly ap;>r«ciated. 

Sincerely yours. 


Walc^ L, Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Dept, of zoology 


Enc. 

M,Siwfe 



t 


P. W. 0«an, aoati, Ia9<iCt Idaatificatloa Auguat 2, 1956 

arktl Peraalta Intreductien Soctlon, Beltsville, Hd. 

Edsmrd ' . Baker, Inaect Ideatificatioa ead Parasite latroductioa 

Section, WasiiingtoH, 0, C. 

A report on a trip to Belgian Congo to study plant feeding isites. 


Per a nts^r of yeara tropical spider mites have been found infesting plants in 
Florida and otlunr states along the Calf. Some of the species involved had no 
rec«wrd of being pests, while others had been taken from such crops as cotton in 
Central America, but irithout iaformatioa as to tyi>« of iiijury, if any. Because 
of the infestations In this oomtry, possibly of recent origin, it ves felt that 
a knowledge of the mites In the t ropics might be of help in detesminiag their 
jMtentlala as pests in this country. Lack of funds In our agency and lack of 
interest in outside agencies prevented any such type of survey being aade, when 
the ^portuaity was offered to mctm^sy Br, Soldo Scnsitt of the Smitijsonian 
Institution through the Belgian Congo to collect mites, it was believed that the 
Congo area might give a aite picture which would enable us to understend other 
similar ereas, Likwfise the trip gave an opportunity to visit most of the mite 
workers in Hestera Surope, and to study their collections. I left Washington 
March 26 and returned dtaie 24, Travel eagjensea were paid out of Smithsonian 
Fuads except for stopovers where I studied with tlus acarologists. 

In London I visited with Dr, 0, C. Svans and Mr, g. Browning of the British 
Huseuai (Natural Hlstorji, and tooth of th^ were most cooperatlvo, Severel types 
were studied and arraagffiSMsnts were aade to exchange materiel, Kvsns is 
interested in tha free living mites wid has recently acquired an assistant to 
work on the plant feeding aites of Britain and the colonies, Mr, Browning is la 
charge of the Arachaida section of the Zoological Record. 


In Amsterdam 1 talked with Mr, van fyadhoven at the Zoological Huseus, Me is 
interested in speciatloa in the Bryotoia praetlosa complex, as ar© many other 
wortajrs tim»ughoat the world, lleoause oFTEsf ' 'specif icitiss and reactions to 
controls, this problem is an iaq>orta»t one, tout as yet little has been acccnso 
plistoed. Although Bryotoia praetlosa is an i^ortaat pest around the world, 
very little biologicS[’'''!.r»FofSIIon’''eonc 0 rniag it liw»a been published. In Leiden 


I worked two days with Br. L, van der Hamuea, wiio is mostly interested in soil 
■ites^-oribatids, M® has had more than two thoimend uiq^ublished aite figures of 
Oud^iaas (a prolific Butch aite worker, now deed) photographed and made available 


to anyone vim needs ti 
the world. 




and he,s made the types accessible to workers throughout 


In Brussels much of the time was spent with *r. Schmitt asking arrangements with 
the Park «uttK>rities to visit and collect la the Parks in the Congo, I spent a 
short time with r, dean Coorwaan at ties loyal Museiaa, ha is interested primarily 
in mites associated with beetles. A visit was also made to the Belgian Congo 
Museum in Termrea whore the taxonomists were given names of American workers 
who were working on the same groups. 


Mesioi r. 


Caaa, jSugttst 2, 1955 -2, 


la the Coago ten dteys were spent ia teopoidvllle, sad collectioas vere made 
locally, iiostly fro® shade trees i» the city. These consisted of both netivs 
and is^orted varieties of trees, Aboat sevsa days sere spent in S taaleyvills 
and the local area vm collected extenaivoly. Two »lays were spent at the JMEAC 
station (Institute national Studs Agriculture Congo) la Tangaabi west of 
Stanleyville, I spent the entire tiae there with tlj»ir soil ecologist, Or, M, S, 
Maldague, who was having difficulty with ttM aites he was fimiing ia his soil 
saapl^^s. These will be shipped to m lat®r for distributiiai to the proper 
speclslists, fh® eatoaologist , a*, J. E, Jecelle, had ok> site problms except 
for a few eolfee plants in the greenhouse which hMl been sprayed just bsfors I 
arrived, 

from Stanleyville we drove to the nortiamst corner of the Congo, collecting 
on both native and omaaontal plants, and then tumod south to the laSas region 
and Bukavn, Bocaiise a large aaioont of the tiae was spent in traveling and 
there were only one- or twn-aight stopovers, the collecting was ratter tephasard, 
but as asay enyironmats and tests were sasi^led as could be htedted. Mine days 
were spent in the vicinity of Bukava where we used the facilities of the TtiMG 
and ISSAC (Institute Sasearch Scientific Africa Central) and Public Health 
laboratories, hr, van den Berghe (IMAC), Mr, Hendriks (IMasC), and Dr. dadin 
of the Public health laboratories gave us all the facilities wo desired, 

Becssise of pre-arranged plans, too mch tism was spent at tte IMS AC station 
irtiere the general interest lies la parasitology, and too little at the TMAC 
station where ttey were wo.rkiaf on agricultural problesns and quite willing to 
help. Mites were fouiwl on alnost all the crops in this area fqr^injne, coffe e, 
tea , etc,), but ttey were not causing daiaagef caraatioas were badly dewsged by 
nitss end had to be sprayed every two weeks| the few grapes we saw were tesvily 
infested; but as a wtele, tte yile. p robl<« B8 were not serious. Both the I?SAC 
amd IMfsAC people would lites to have the loan of an fecarologist f or a year or 
two, Ite aention was »de as to who inmld pay for this! Collsctlons of 
parasitic nites nate by tte IKSAC perstenel are to be sent to tte Musorim in 
the near future, and mntei's of tte IM'MC staff will send spider mites when 
they are encountered, 

Two days were spent in Astrida, Euam^la-Urindi, wit.h hr. A. lain, at tte fublie 
Health Laboratory. Me is interested ia parasitoloji^ in general, sad is publish- 
ing on the internal parasitic adtes of biitis an«i 

from Astriila we drove to Entebbe, bgaiMia, and then to Juba in the Anglo-Egyptiaa 
Sudan, and ttea took tte boat to Stertoua, I left tte otter aeabers of tte 
expedition in IChartoiei, and flew to Cairo. 

I j^ent two days in Cairo, «ost of tte time with tte entoaologists at tte 
A^irieulture College ia Gisa— tte head of tte tepartacnt is Br. A, liassan wte 
is doing some work on plant feeding mites, I also spent sons tiae with Or, M, T, 
Sayed of the Ibrahim University wte is also working on tte plant feedici; mites. 

In teth cases the heavy teaching load prevents much research being done. 

Four days were spent in Italy to see tte Berlese Collection of sites at tte 
Agricultural axperisrant Station la Floreaee. fte collection ia so carefully 
giiarded that few people have been allowed to work on it, Br , G, Lostbardini, 
who is in charge of Business School, takes care of tte collection ate has done 
a nice job of cataloguing, etc,, ate has done a little work on the oites. 


HaaiOf P, S. Oman, August 2, 1955 -3, 


A short time was spent la Paris with Br. Marc Andre, Assistuit Urector of the 
Matnral History Musetaa, He is one of the two French acarologlsts but is doing 
little research now because of adainistrstive duties* 

A stopover was made in liondon on th® return trip to aeet or. June Collyer and 
Mr, Chant vim are working on the spider siite-predstojT’ adte problea in Kent* 
Also, I net th® *rs, Hughes (Mr, end Mrs.) wh© ere working on *lte physiology 
and on th© sites affecting stored food products. 

The opportunity to meet these workers was invaluable. The picture of mites in 
the tropics as indicated without microscopic stud^ is a little surprising in 
that few eric^r^ids or spider aites were found in the hot regions and when 
fomd were not causing any noticeable daaage. (In California, Keifer has 
found about 200 species of Erlophyidael), As yet species have not been iden* 
tified and no guess can be made as to whetiier these f oimd are imdescribed ot* 
are world vide in distribution; aauy a;^oar to be undoscribod genera. All 
■types of plants were attacked— i’roa tropicul forms to peach tree8>-aad poten- 
tially, many of the mtes may be of some concern to our own agriculture* 



Edward ' . Baker 
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Barclay, Fred A. 
Filed : Belgian Congo 

CABLE ADDRESS 
PY RIGOR” YON KERS 


NEPERA CHEMICAL CO. INC. 



PLANTS 

NEPERA PARK. N, Y. 
H ARRI M AN. N. Y. 



GENERAL OFFICES 

NEPERA PARK. YONKERS 2. N. Y. 
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Filed: Belgian Congo 


Dr. Fred Barclay , Napera Chem 
(sMl samples) 


October 7, 1955 


Dr. FVed A. Barclay 
Hg^pera Chmieal Compai^r 
tonkera 2, Um Tork 

Dear IT. Barclar* 

Tou will recall »y little visit vdth yoa at the Co»aos Club when 
you ware there as Dr. Killip’s guest. I profited by your very fruitful 
suggestion to the extent of collecting scss© odd soil samples, ®08t3l^ 
in the Belgian Congo, a few near the bead waters of navigation on the 
Nile. I wrote to Ihr, Mast, whose address you gave me at the time, on 
Sept^ber 16 but have not heard frcas him. People are busy going on 
vacation and are off on trips and so I should perhaps not be making 
this inquiry but you know the gay that comes back from an expedition 
is always anxious to see his results worked up before anybody else’s. 

If you folks are not in a position to handle the sai^les please 
let me kmn so that I can p9tm them on to others. Quite naturally I 
ej^ressed t'm hop® tt»at if BBythihg really worthwhile were to be 
developed frc® ®y saepIvS the SBithsoalan would be given ame reasonable 
share of the parofits. This is with the idea of replenishing the Bredin 
Fund of the Institution which made our es^dition possible in the first 
place. I m not getting unisajjpy but I am anxious to see the work moved 
along. 

The last word fro® Killip, received through the folks over in the 
hert>arium, is good. He is enjoying life as usual and perhaps more so 
because this is the first early fall that I have not seen Mm here in 
Washington. I think it was last September or October that I met you 
with Mm at the dub. ’ 

My best to you. 

Sincerely, 


Waldo 1. ScMsitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 


MLSsvb 





Dr. Leonard Canal chael Septeaber 7, 19$^ 

through Dr. Kellogg 
Waldo L. Sehraitt 

Soil aamples from Belgian Congo Expedition 


At the suggestion of Dr. Fred A. Barclay, a good friend of our former 
Head Curator of Botany, Ellsworth Killip, I saved for biotic assay a 
number of soil samples secured in the course of the Bredin-Congo Expedition. 
I would like to offer them to Or. George W. Mast of the Nepera Qiemical 
Company, Tonkers 2, New York, with which Dr. Barclay is associated. These 
samples are in Washington in the custo<^ of iSp, Willis H. Wheeler of the 
Department of Agriculture, which will release them for such examination 
providing the recipient will exercise tlMs safeguards required of the 
Department for unfumigated soil and plant material. 

Before writing to Dr. Mast I would like to ask your advice regarding 
stipulations that we ini^t care to make regarding 'Uiese samples. Insofar 
as our interest in them is concerned I, personally, think tlmt the 
Institution, for the Bredin Fund, should be entitled to a reasonable share 
of any profits resulting from “discoveries" in these samples. It is well 
understood that an examination of material of this sort can be an expensive 
proposition and, at best, a gamble. Would you care to offer the samples 
to Dr. Mast or should I? 



A draft of a letter that might be sent him is attached. 



DRAFT 




September , 1955 


Dr. George W. Hast 
Mepera Chemical Compai^ 

Yonkers 2, New York 

Dear Dr. Mast: 

Shortly before leaving for the Belgian Congo last March I had the 

/ 

pleasure of making the acquaintance of your Dr, Ered.A. Barclay at the 

/ 

Cosmos dub in coapany with a mutual fzdend^ Ellswbrth Klllip, Dr. 
Barcliy suggested that I save sane soil samplea/ere drying and sacking 

fron the Belgian Congo but a few fron they^udan along the upper reaches 
of the Nile. Would you be interested having them for biotic assay,- 


or should I say anti-biotic assay? 




so I will express them to you. 


I realize that this examination wi^ be an undertaking of considerable 

*■ 

magnitude and a gamble at best; b^t some very wonderful and valuable 

/ 

things do sometimes come out of /soil samples. Kay this happen in this 

/ 

case tool / 

i 

May I be so forward at this time to express the hope that the 

/ 

institution be permitted sc«e reasonable share in aiy profits resulting 

/ 

ultimately from your examMation of these samples, if only to replenish 

/ 

the Snithsonian-Bredin fjn6 which made the expedition possible. 

The sanples are at /present in the custody of Er. ¥illis H. Wheeler 

t 

of the thiited States Department of Agriculture, who will release than 
if he can be assured that you will properly safeguard this unfumigated 
material as required by the Department's regulations. If you are X 



interested and will accept them Dr. Vftieeler will then write you regarding 
the Department regulations before shipment is made to you. 

/ Sincerely, 

/ 

/ 



WLS 

HCZ 



V 


draft 


- 

Dr. George W. Mast 
Nepera Chemical CcmpaiQr 
Tonkwa 2, Sew York 

Dear Dr. Mastt 

Shortly before leaving for the Belgian Congo last March I had the 
pleasure of making the acquaintance of your Dr. Fred A. Barclay at the Cosmos 
Club in company with a mutual friend, Ellsworth Klllip, Dr, Barclay suggested 
that I save some soil samples, drying and sacking them in plastic bags. This 
I did. There are some sixty samples, mostly froa the Belgian Congo but a 
few frm the Sudan along the upper reaches of the Hile. Would you be 
interested in having them for biotic a8say,<>or should I say anti-biotic assay? 
If so I shall express them to you through our official (Channels. 

I realise that this examination will be an undertaking of considerable 
magnitude and a gamble at bestj but seme very wonderful and valuable things 
do sometimes come out of soil samples. }foy this happen in this case, tool 
Hay I be so forward at this time to express the hope that the Institution 
be permitted some reasonable share in any profits that may possibly result 
from your examination of these sai^les, if only to replenish the Smithsonian- 
Sredin Fund which made the expedition possible. 

The samples are at present in 'Uie custody of Willis H. Wheeler of 
the Dnited States I^pax^ment of Agriculture, who will reLease them if he can 
be assured that you will properly safeguard this unfumigated material as 
required by the Depasrfcment. 

If you are interested and will acc^t them. Dr. %eeler will then write 
you regarding the Department's regulations before shiptent is made. 


Sincerely, 


TELEPHONE 
PL«i< 3-1S00 


Official Belgian 
Tourist Bureau 


HEAD OFFICE: 
IB, RUE BELLIARD 
BRUSSELS • BELGIUM 


OUR FILE: 


YOUR FILE: 


Ivl 6 Kliij ( 37 ) 


422 MADISON AVENUE • NEW YORK 17. 


luT , ..c^ldo L* ocl'unitt 
liGad Curator oi aoclo^y 

at/ 

J 111 1 G a St ute s iv a ti on al :Cu s UGm 
• a.ihtngtoii^ C * C , 


NEW YORK 





Sciiiiiitt : 


In reply to jos^r letter of January 17 ne are pleased 
to send yo. under separate cover the x o] lo^^lng material* v:hich 
hope yai rail find of intenast; « 

Visit the i-elrian Congo and Kuanda— Jrundi 
Leopoldville 


Goo LjeriiicAns va lie ^ i3ulcavu ) 
-cxlbert i.ationaL Park 


vve 


3tanle snails 
aabeix: Timetable 
hotel Guide 

‘•e are very sorry but our 5 took 
beige “ is completely eichausted. 


cf tiie’^Carta luoutiere 


du Con 



Sorgo 
( v5* 


hegardirjg t're book entitled 
.ind liuandYSi’u di ” the 1951 
00 per copy ). Presently »ve 


Traveler's 
edition is 
do not iiave 


Guide to the Belgian 
available at our office 
a latest edition# 


ae 


T^.o 


at youx disposal divould you reed any f.xtl'ier assistance* 


Very truly yours 


TTr;.-]' 



no.airie ae Bary 




c/c 


Belgian Information Center 
630 Fifth ivvenue 
her/ York, h.V. 




June 16 , 1955 




Dr. VJaLdo L. Schsiitt 
c/o Mrs. Robert T. Lunc^y" 

Villa Selvosa Lodge 
Blvd. Hbnt Fleury 
Cannes, France 

Dear Dr. Schmitt: 

The filin front is quiet — Ho developBents except the 
recovery of the tiiree boxes of 16 mm, color film i^ich La 
Croix hMid denied receiving from the Okie St. Lab. Ti'io 
slides that vfere sent him from that shii^nenfc are still 
mysterioxjsly missing, he did not contact us. K® took 
the film to Kiss Scanlon (Dr. Sexton’s secretary) on Monday, 

June 13 , and she ivaediately sent them down. I doubt if 
she knows of the situation and I did not enlighten her t&eij 
she told rae that these three boxes were all that La Croix 
had received to that date (Jane 13). These were mailed to 
him on way 3rd but he persistently denied having received 
any. 

As for news, we are all dead, I guess. Testerdsy was 
the big evacuation day for V^ashington and several other cities. 

As usual the S. I. is considered expendable. We worked while 
those that can pull triggers were saved. I’m not really that 
bitter over it, just aaused timt they will pay high salaries 
to maintain brains in this museum then feel that they should go 
up in clouds. From the defeatist attitude, that most of us have 
I am afraid such a practice run is a wasteof money. 

Dr. Pettibone has left but will be back in February for 
another long stay. Dr. Arnett Isas been here for the last 
few days. It’s luLs first lengthy conversation with Blacfcwelder 
since Dr. B. left the museum. Arnett, too, thinks that he seems 
much happier than before, 

Ted Bayer leaves for the Palau Islands on Tuesday, June 21 
until November 30. Dr. Baasler came in last week to work. He 
walked and looked very well. 

I understand that your birthday is on June 2$. I hope that 
I can be wishing you a happy dne for years to otaae and that on 
each one you will be in as pleasant surroundings as you must be 

now. .'I': Vi oiLTHL/iYl 

Sinoerest regards, 



Virginia Beets 

Secretary 
tept. of Zoology 


June 10, 19^5 


Dr. Waldo L. Schnitt 
Chief, ^liithsonian Expedition 
c/o American Snbassy 
Cairo, Egypt 

Dear Dr. Sc.bmittj 

I received /our letter of June 6 yesterday and it sounded 
more like you ttian any so far. For a while I was afraid you were 
lost in Moses* bullrushes, or were they on the Kile? 

It*s a great pleasure to be able to tell you that we finally 
have a considerable amount of film under ouz’ care, all developed 
by the Okie St. lab. It came to us on June 3, marked as from the 
**Bept. of State, Wash., 25, D.C. Leopoldville No. 176, 177, 178.” 
So I cannot be sure that this is from Stanley^/ille or Leopoldville. 
As far as I know you could vsend film from one town and it is stamped 
by the tom with the Amer. Consulate. An^’waj’', it contained 10 boxes 
of 16 mm. color and 5 rolls in filmsacks. I have just finished a 
phone conversation with Mr. Griffin of the Service Dopt.of the Okie 
St. lab. He is on the lookout for the air freight shipment but has 
received nothing so far. That man has been a great comfort to us. 

He has been iTiOi'e than cooperative and has gone much out of the way 
of his regular duties to phone us regularly and make every check 
possible on the whereabotits of all film that we do not have. The 
black and white situation would seem to require the aid of the 
Pinkertons since we still have seen none and Porter Studios states 
they have received none. Don*t worry an/mcre. Gannichael, as he 
writes you, is aware of the problem and I feel confident that he 
will move properly. Dr. Friedmann received your letter and asked 
me to tell you that there is nothing to do but wait for developments 
on this film business, especially since Carmichael is on the alert. 



As to news: This is our second week of sub spring weather. 

Rain, V/ind, and Gold have been in comB^and of cur attire. 

Dr. Marble and Mr. ileinrich died, both of heart conditions# 

Dr. Bassler came back to work yesterday and he looks like a million. 

His recovery has been amazing. Dr. E’riedmann has a new secretary. 

Th6 Sniithsonian has been featured in the Post quite frequently, often 
in color articles. Apparently this springs from the tour which Dr. 
Carmichael gave Eugene }'!yer of the institution. I think that you and 
Mrs. Schmitt will be interested in the new First Ladies* Hall. I 
never cared for the exhibit before but now am enchanted. The House 
passed on the new $36 million dollar (I think) History and Technology 
Bldg, for us (to be erected in sweet bye and bye between 12th and liith) 
on Tuesday and sent the bill with a very complimentary voice vote to 
the Senate. Dr. Pettibone will be leaving around Tuesday. However, 
she has received another grant and ’idlll probably return for a long 
stay next February. 



After all this furor I hope you will let me see all the pictures. 
I am really quite excited about them. 
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Hsy 25, 1955 


Dr, V/aldo L. Senmitt 
Grand Hotel 
Khartoum 

Anglo Egyptian Sudan 

Dear Dr, Schmitt: loar letters of Migr 12 and liay 13 have been 

received, We have received no film other than the one sack and two 
small boxes siiich I mentioned to you some time qgo. So I have had 
no more to distribute or record. I have no desire to upset you about 
the matter. However, you have said that you want to be informed of 
the situation. 

Sc far Mrs. Porter reports she iias received no black and white film 
of the S,I. expedition. La Ciroix (Mployed by Strauss Plrototechnlcal 
Service of 930 F St.), with whom Sexton made arrangaaents for "checking 
the film", reports that he has not received any film except a short 
test strip. Kodak Processir^ Lab. of Okie S’t, ,'N, E, has recorded that 
they have sent the colored film (wiiioh I reported to you tdien I for- 
warded it to thsa for processing) to La Croix. Dr. Friedmann has 
sent a memo, documenting the situation as we have it, to Dr. Caasniohael. 
Something does look peculiar but Dr. Carmichael is the one to handle the 
matter and, if legal steps should prove necessary, that can best be done 
by him. As you say, we can*t make a lot of "noise." Xou keep mentioning 
further shipmiexits of film. For all we know, Sexton may be addressing 
it direct to the studio. Certainly we have received no additional material, 
I still hope it is all a misunderstanding because it will east a slight 
pall over the results of the expedition if there is any skullduggery. 

If I had only received some indication that you were faced with 
"mutiny.?, .. .But the mood of frustration is always based on ifs and buts. 

Try to keep from worrying because we have done all that we can to execute 
your orders and tlie rest is up to the Secretary. If I dwell too much 
on the beiiavior of some of your expedition m^ribers I start thinling four 
letter words and tiiat's no help to you. 

Limited space for USHM news and note frora Miss McCain: Handley has 
passed his final exam and will receive nis FhD.frraa Mich, in June, Clarke 
has left for his 3 mo. collecting trip in the northwest. Mias Walker has 
transferred and Friedmaam is at present without a secretary. He is very 
nice to work with, incidentally, and has devoted a lot of time to this 
photographic mystery. The first ladies hall opened in a presidentially 
glorious blaze last night and many of museum people were miffed over re- 
ceiving no invitations. Weather, 86 degree- ward and muggy. I have liad to 
beg off understaffed C&H for few daors. Things here a bit heavy as report 
time begins. Regards, sympatl^, and back-pats for you&Fd.Hope you have no 
more illness. Virginia Beets Sec. , Dept, Zoo, 
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 


U. S. NATIONAL MUSEUM 
Washington 25, D. C, U. S. A. 


No. 3 

May 10, 1953 


Dr. Waldo L. Schmitt 

c/o Louis van den Berghe, Director, IRSAC 
Lwiro (Katana) D. S. Bukavu, Belgian Congo 

I'®ar Dr. Sclunitt : 

No. 3 to this address and am writing in great haste to catch 
the last mail. 

I just received your letter of May 3 from Bunia and showed 
it to Miss McCain. Even though I have already written you the 
problem of the film here, i. e., Strauss (and Mr. LeCroix) ^ f eel 
that it cannot be returned here unless Sexton writes them to 
release it (see letter of April 26 in which I mentioned the ^ 
matter of a request for release*/ of film).. .Miss McCain thinks 
it should be emphasized further, to you, 

I have just talked to Mr. Strauss by phone and found that 
Mr. LeCroix is out of town for today. Mr. Strauss refieated that 
they need a letter from Sexton and they will turn the developed 
pictures over to this office as you have told me you want it at 
the USNM to await your return. They have received their orders 
from Dr. Sexton to hold it until he calls for it on his return. 

It does not seem to me to be a matter of such- great compli- 
cation. I imagine that you and Dr. Sexton just haven't touched 
on the point of the developed film's being turned over to me; v 
I would hate to think that your wishes were being disobeyed pi- 
because of other orders. Strauss must have misunderstood the 
orders frcrni Sexton. An 3 rway“-somewhere there is a misunderstanding 
and the only way to clear it properly and painlessly is wopd fran 
your end. If you want the film (colored and/or black & white) 
turned over to me, please have Dr. Sexton sign a note to Strauss 
or LeCroix giving them such instructions. 

I have kept a letter with the film listings, showing to 
whom I sent it, etc. Don't worry. I will keep records of any- 
thing I see. So far I have received no more than that , about 
wiiich I have already written you. 

Sorry if this troubles you. It's a simple mix-up of instructions 
but we all want to handle things as you specify. 

No secretary in Birds or C.&Jl. this week. I am serving triple 
duty and have no room for sermons from the Belgian Congo. After all 
I like hot weather and electric storms and you seem to have cornered 
the market. It is quite cool again here. 


Regards , 

’ , Secretary 
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Dr. Waldo L. Sclimitt 
c/o Louis van den Berghe 
Director, IRSAC 
Lwiro (Katana) D.^S^ 
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No. 2 


May 5, 1955 


Dr. Waldo L. Schmitt 

c/o Louis van den Berg he. Director, IRSAC 
Lwiro (Katana) D. S. Bukavu, Belgian Congo 

Dear Ihr. Schmitts 

The No. 2 means that this is the second letter I have vsritten 
to this address. Hope you received the Aptil 26 one. First I shall 
quote two letters for you \diich came in today. It was requested toat 
this information be forwarded to you. 

From: R, R. Vlilliaras, Inc., Canaan, Litchfield County, Conn., dated 
May 2. "Dear Dr. Schmitt: It was certainly kind of you to write 
me as you did in your letter of Aj^ril 20th concerning WiSK-'N-PRI. 

I am delighted that you found our product so useful and I am sending 
you an additional supply for your own use. It was good of you to 
suggest that I get in touch with your friend Oscar Lagerstroem. 

Enclosed is a copy of my letter to him......" Signed, Ross R. Wns. 

Copy of enclosed letter to Mr. Oscar Lagerstroem, B.P.266,Bukavu, 

Belgian Congo and dated May 3. "Dear Mr. Lagerstroem: Dr. Waldo 
Schmitt has written me concerning your interest in WASH-'N-DRI. We 
agree with Dr. Scimjitt that this product should have a substantial 
market potential in your area. ^!e have, however, turned over foreign 
distribution to John L. Newkirk, Inc. - 630 Fifth Avenue, New York City. 

I am sending them a copy of this letter? asking them to send you 
samples, information and prices." Signed, Ross R. kfes. 

The letter to Lagerstroem was sent air mail so it should be there 
by now. 

Back to Museum business and proper spacing since I have more 

room. 

On May 2 I received a 3-3 A sq. , 1 inch thick box of kodachrome 

16 mm. film. From all post marks on it we believe it to have been 
sent directly from you to Rochester for developing with orders to return 
it here to be held for your return. It is being held, seal unbroken. 

That totals two boxes held here, apparently developed jand the material 
received in one shipment fTcrni diplomatic pouch all sent to Okie St. 
on April 29* I give you these details because I certainly want to handle 
it all properly and the arrival of these two separate boxes through the 
mail seems to mean that they are not to be checked by Mr. La Croix of Strauss. 

As soon as possible I hope to read your letters to C. & R, They 
have been pretty busy with all of them and have had no chance to let 

them go as yet. Do not worry. I am keeping complete records of the film. 

Summer has at last come with 90 predicted today. You are among the 
blessed. The various memos from Kellogg about fiscal reports have Just 
come in. Lybie Hyman received the Elliot Medal, I hear. Dr, M. J. Wells 

sent you some color slides from Napoli, Italy, I have written him. 

You have an amnouncement of wedding of Anne Fleming to Clyde Wilbur Kenyon 
(daughter of Dr. and Mrs. Stanley Truman Brooks of Bon Air, Va.),Apr. 16. 

No other news. 


Regards , 
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April 26, 1955 

Dr. Waldo L. Schmitt 

c/o Louis van den Berghe, Director, IRSAC 
Lwiro (Katana) D. S. Bukavu, Belgian Congo 

Dear Dr. Schmitt: 

Please do not woriy about the assignment which you gave me. There are 
always many misunderstandings over any project so large as this Congo expedition. 

When the work of launching such a venture is over, the little participants who 
are left at home always simmer down and settle to work with their horns retracted. 

They tend to forget the frayed nerves of last minute "Will the equipment get there?* 
or *Will the papers come through?** etc. 

I have worked for Miss Weiss and Miss McCain. Both have been very understanding 
if any last minute business arose in the office of the HCZ which needed my attention. 
That was my main hesitation over working in another office. Nor have I worked com- 
pletely in' the dark. Both Miss Weiss and Miss McCain have patiently answered any 
of ray green queries here and there. I have never worked directly for either before 
but I find that I would not pause in the future for both explain enough to keep me 
interested in the cases with which I deal. So it hasn’t turned out to be dull 
‘•bottle washing.** Some of the paper work has proved quite interesting and I have 
learned a little. Naturally, I hope it shows. Now, don't jump to conclusions 
over that remark, either. Sometimes I feel that you and I talk a different language 
though I often see our work goals <ire the same. 

Now, about the office. We are expecting Dr. Bail^'s group from Duke at the 
end of the week. 

I was in Dr. Pettibone’s office for two weeks while they painted the floors 
in 301. It really looks much better in here now and I am glad I will not have to 
move my piles of papers back and forth. 

The following is quoted from a letter to you of April 12 from Paolo Ciceri, 

Varazze - Via M. Grappa, IU/D, Italy: “On your way back (from Congo) you should 
destine, at least, two days for the visit of Milan & Varazze, in which you will 
be my guest* I hope to have the opportunity of meeting you again and have the 
pleasure of speaking with you longer. I await, therefore, with interest your 
further news, and remain " 

So far I have received (on April 18) only one container of kodaslides already 
developed. It shall remairj unopened unless you direct otherwise, Mr. Wilding and 
I have talked to the Strauss people here. Mr. LeCroix of that firm has confirmed 
Dr. Sexton’s instructions to Mr. Wilding, i.e., Strauss is supposed to check all 
pictures returned from the developing companies. If that is to be the case we 
cannot obtain your black and whites to have prints made. I think it is a good 
idea to have these films checked by professionals but we shall need your directions 
as to whether we must request the black and white negatives after Strauss has seen 
them. Since the idea behind the Sexton-Strauss arrangement seems to be that of 
checking numbered film against cameras"thus learning the camera faults— I doubt if 
it is necessary to send your first kodachromes (those received April 1^) for 
checking. These were probably taken by a camera not checked by Mr. LeCroix. 

There were no biack cords so I enclose one of the natural. Envelopes enclosed, too. 
Tou received an announcement of the birth (Mar. 25) of Ruth Serena Reed, San Antonio, Tex, 
We have received your instructions about sending film to Okie St. by messenger. 

No further news. Good collecting! 

Sincerely yours, 


Virginia Beets, Secretary, HCZ 
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April 1, 1955 

Dr, Waldo L. Schmitt 

c/o American Consulate General 

Leopoldville, Belgian Congo 

Dear Dr. Schmitt: 

After studying your itinerary I feel that Leopoldville is your point 
of departure and that fran now on you will be “back of beyond* and out of 
touch with all of us. So I forward the last bit of correspondence to you, 

Tou may see M. Matagne before the letter, in which case you will be prepared 
for his news that he cannot supply you with a collector. However, his offer 
to forward the specimens to Tervuren should relieve you of some burden. 

Admiral Colbert phoned today Just to wish you good luck and a pleasant 
trip. All the^coraers and goers* inquire what you are writing and how you 
have landed, 

I may add that I feel more like ray old self more every day and think 
I can begin to function properly here again. The sounds and sights of D. C. 
today are very spring-like and it would be difficult to be aware of aches 
and pains. 

Perhaps you will forget newspapers there, Joseph Pulitzer and Col. 
McCormick died yesterday. I have not heard of the disposition of their 
empires yet. There is more talk of war and ever so often each party implies 
that the spokesmen of the other group should receive a thorough mouth washing. 
All in all, about the same but I envy you the opportunity of hearing how we 
sound to those far away. 

The American Museum Assoc, will have the goldfn jubilee here early in 
June. If there have been unusual occurrences at the USNM I have not heard 
them. I enclose the letter fr<an Matagne and the US stamps which you said 
that you wanted. For now. Goodbye, and 

The best. 


Secretary, Dept. Zoo. 


March 29, 1955 


Dr, Waldo L. Schmitt 
c/o Dr. V. ¥an Straelen 
President de I'lnstitut des 

Parcs Nationaux du Congo Beige 
c/o IRSAC, h2, rue Montoy er 
Bruxelles, Belgium 

Dear Dr, Schmitts 

You will be much too busy to be bothered with a lot 
of mail from those who miss you so I shall not rush 
details your way unless I think it might be soraetiiing of 
vital importance. I sent you an air mail note yesterday 
enclosing a letter from van den Berg he and from Thornton- 
Dailly. 

Excerpt from letter from Dr. Coustry in answer to 
your request for type of weed used to panel his recrea- 
tion rooms the wood**is called 'limba* in Belgian Congo 
and in Belgium, and coryna in United States. It really is 
Terminalia superba and grows in Low-Gongo and Mayurabe. 

As I think I toTc” you, the wood was given to me in the Congo 
It is sold in the States by U. S. Plj'wocd. I have sold the 
projection rights of none of my films and I shall, be glad to 

talk about this with you upon your return ." He 

does not mention amount used, etc. 

Following from Abs. Balss, (13b) Planegg, Hutfeldstr.lO 
dated March 25: "Sehr geehrter Heer Dr. Sclimitt, es freute 
mich seiir, aus Ihrem Brief e au ersehen, dass Sie bald nach 
MUnchen koramen und wir uns werden person s'dnlich k€,nnen zu 
lernen. Ich hoffe, dass Sie tair rechtzeitig schreiben, 
wann Sie hierher kommen, damit ich frUhzeitig dem Chauffeur 
raitteilen kann, wann er mich nach Nymphenburg wird fahren 
kb'nnen-es ist dies die beste Art, wie ich noch au unseren 
Saiamlunggen koinmen kann. In der Freude, Sie zuesehen bin 
ich Ihr sehr ergebener” 

I will mail the stamps which I had saved for you to 
Leopoldville in a day or so. Dr. Sexton loaned me his 
copy of the itinerary and I shall copy it so that I can 
follow you sun burned creatures along the trails. 

Best regards, 


Virginia Beets 

Secretary 

Dept, of Zoology 
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Belgian Line Incorporated 

03 BROAD ST. NEWYORK4,N-Y. WHITEHALL 

General North American Agents for 

COMPAGNIE MARITIME BELGE S. A. OF ANTWERP 

"'BELGIAN LINE"^ 

COM PAG N IE MARITI M E CONGOLAiSE S. C. R. L.OF LEOPOLDVILLE 

‘"BELGIAN AFRICAN L.INE"" 

CHICAGO OEFiCE 
(■41 W -JACKSON BLVO. 


3 - 4 Q 4 9 


CABLE 

WELDMARIN^ 


November 17, I 955 




Mr. Waldo Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Dept . of Zoology 
Smithsonian Institiution 
United States National Museum 
Washington 25, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Schmitt; 

Thank you for your letter of November 8, we will 
write to Mr. Cowan of the in Washington, in the effort 

to straighten out the matterT ^ 


It is strange that you have mentioned Mr. Haberle 
who was an American Consul in Chile for sometime, for it 
was only last year that I was in Honolulu that we spoke 
of him. Unfortunately, I cannot give you the details 
about what happened to his personal effects .however, should 
anything arise I shall keep the matter in mind and when next 
I have an opportunity I will inquire further into the matter. 
He was distant relative to me through the family of South 
Germany and I have not been in touch with him for sometime. 


Very truly yours. 


BELGIAN LINE INCORPORATED 



MLH : mm 




0 


Haberle, M. L. 


Filed: Belgian Congo Details 


Hoveaber 8, 1955 


Mr. K. I, Haberle 
Belgian Line Incorporated 
63 Broad Street 
Hetr York kf Mew Torit 

tear Hr. Haberle i 

fmr two prerioas letters to ae .regarding charges against 
ae or the esqsedition which I headed to the Belgian Congo, were 
tamed over to the local International travel Office of the 
A.A.A., 1712 0 Street, M. M. Mr, Jmm H. Cowan is the aanager 
of our If^aahlngton branch, I have no doubt but idjat they are 
looking into the matter but I regret that you bar# bad no 
acknowledgment fr^ then: covering the receipt of your eorrespou- 
dence. 

I am sorry that the matter is so long delayed but I fear 
that it is quite an involved affair. Oar autc»aobile travel 
and lodgings In Africa were all handled by a Mr. Eric Thornton. 
Transports tlon througiiout the trip was purcSaased throu^ Sabena 
Air Lines in Washington, I do not know just stoere matters 
might be stalled but that an explanation will soon be 
fortheosing. 

Kay I ask here a personal question? lour name stirs 
meuKtries for it is that of a former American Cionsul in Chile 
wiu> wrote a racier interestii^ article about Juan Fernandes, 
the Bobinson Crusoe Island in the Pacific. I, too, visited 
the sane place and had some eorrespondcmce with !^. Haberle 
about copies of some of his photograi^s. ^fore ha died I vaa not 
able to obtain thm and I do not know what became of hie effects. 
If you are his aon or related to hi® you may know. 

Witi: kindest regards. 


Sincerely 


Maldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
lepartment of Zoology 


Belgian Line incorporated 


e3 BROAD ST. 


NEW Y O R K -4 , N . YL 


WHITE HA l_L 3-49-4Q 


Geheuai North American Agents for 


COMPAGNIE MARi NME BELGE S. A. OF ANTWERP 

"'BELGIAN LINE“ 


COMPAGNIE MARITIME CONGOLAIGE S. C. R. L.OF LEOPOLDVILLE 


BELGIAN AFRICAN LINE 


CHICAGO OFFICE 


CABLE 


141 W. JACKSON BLVD. 


WELDMARIN 


November 3> 1955 


Mr. Waldo Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Dept, of Zoology 
Smithsonian Institiution 
United States National Museum 
Washington 25, D.C, 

Dear Mr. Schmitt; 

Referring to the previous correspondence concerning 
transportation furnished to you by our Congo office. 

Please be good enough to advise us the name of the gentlemen 
in the A. A, A. who handled your booking, so that we can 
effect collection of the Invoice from them. 


Yours very truly. 


BELGIAN LINE INC?5RP0RATED 



MLH : mm 


BelgihuIm 
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August 17, 1955 

/ \ 

Atlantic Overseas Corporation 

63 Broad Street 

{Jew York it, !»ew York 

Attn. Mr. K. L. Habera 

Dear fJr. Habera; 

I intended to replj to your letter of 
July 27, addressed to rayself and Br. Baker, 
liefiore this. The bill tdaich you enclosed 
has been turned over to the International 
Travel Departrent of the Anerioan Automobile 
Association idiich arranged igy tour of the 
Belgian Congo, All of our hotel acocxaEioda- 
tions and meals were paid together in advance. 

I ail sure that you will hear shortly 
from the Association regarding this apjiar^nt 
indebtedness. If in due course you hear 
nothing further about the matter please write 
me again. 

Sincerely yours. 


Waldo L. Scimitt 
Head Curator 
Dept, of Zoology 


ViLSjvt 



ATLANTIC OVEBSEAS CORPORATION 


A 


63 Broad Street 

General Agents in U.S.A. for New York U, New York Telephone Tiihitehall 3-h9h9 

Compagnie Maritime Beige ,S .A. 

^’Belgian Line^ 


July 27, 1955 


Dr* Sd^mitt and Dr« Baker 

Smissoniarlinstitute 

*» 

Washington, D* C* 

Dear Dr* Schmitt and Dr. Baker: 

We are today in receipt of a bill frcm the Leopoldville 
Pan Americar] Airways to collect an amount of lO.iiU?.- francs 
which amounts to $208.9ii covering accommodations furnished 
while you were in the Congo. 

We do not have any details as to why this should be 
billed through New York^ but perhaps you are conversant 

of the facts. 

\ 

In any case it would be appreciated if you will let 
us hear from you in this connection. 

Yours verj'' truly. 


ATLANTIC OVERSEAS CORPORATION 
s/m. L. Habera 


I ) 
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COPY 



COPY 


Agence Plaritime Internationale Note de dSbit 

Agence de Leopoldville 

Leopoldville, Le 25 Mai 1955 
B. P. 1869 

No. 13893 . 

B. C. 

S. 51161 

Pan American Airways 
" P. A. A.w 

Leopoldville Doit 


Messieurs SCHMITT et BAKER. - 


Frais de logement a'l' hotel Palace 

d L6o, du 8 au 17A/1955 soit 

9 nuits A frs. ii25.“ 3.825. — 


Monsieur SEXTON et Fils.- 


Frais de logenent d I'hStel Palace 
A L^o, du 11 au 17/U/1955 soit 

6 nuits i frs. U25. — 2.550. — 

Nourriture pour les h personnes 1^.072. — 


Frs 10. A7.— 


Nous disons: DIX MILLE QUATiffi CENT QUARAIvlTE SEPT FRANCS CONGQLAIS.- 




Belgian Congo 
(Blaster — Sabena refund) 


August 13, 1955 

Hi*. Paul F, Blasier 
Supervisor, Sabena Ticket Office 
1001-1005 Connecticut Ave. , N.fe’. 

Washington 6, D. C. 

Dear >&*. Blasier j 

this I you our four plane tickets with unused tickets for 
the ^tebbe-Juba flight. This did not matei-ialise for, when we inquired 
at the axr-lines office in Eiitebbe, they said ti^ had no record of our 
coming and that the plane was fully loaded. As a result we hired a car 

and Hade the trip anyw. We had to be in Juba on time as the Nile 
steamers only run fortnightly. 

The roads proved surprisingly good and the ride by car gave us a 
ciance to see more of the country than otherwise would have been the case 
(but it cost us about twice as muchl). It was a grand trip throughout 
and I can assure you that we enjoyed the superlative service of "Sabena" 
rendered us whenever we travelled on your planes. 

For tiw Gairo-Rcwie flight by TWA made by tourist plane I have 
already received a refund check, and for the ficane New York flight 
i^de by im only, by tourist plane, I should also like to obtain a refund 
between the costs of tourist and first class accommodations. It so 
happened thep ■ms no first class space on the planes on which I was 
i*oiit6d to HiEke tii6 connections I xieeded to Bd.lce« 

There is still one more matter: the Sextons did not avail them- 

selves of the New York to \^shington part of their tickets. Any refund 

in this particular part of the round trip flight should be made to them 

dp^ct. However, I notice young Sexton has recmved that portion of tte 

"folder." You can reach hi® through his father at 
KEtropolitan 8-10ij2. 

When through I'd like the folders returned, at least mine, as a 

trip souvenir . Hope this will not cause you too much trouble ; renlv at 
your convenience. h j- a*- 


Sincerely, 


&]es. 

wr,S:vb 


Waldo Li Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Dept, of Zoology 
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17 , 1956 

!f . Brace 
P. 0. Bax 87 

Bel. 

r®s.r Kr. 

Imsmch as tb© Oaribbsafi l!*i5®4itlos is aboat to tak® off on 
»reb first, I jm »oMld be iaterested in tewsrlsg Its® ctjr- 

rant statas of Cong© fbnds. ^esn tli© sal® of tto 

gtoeks jm. left lAtk ss®, &@ jots. 1^3 j» ^5* 37 realised. I 

total of tl8,l{3Ji.5^. was in t1» ©oars© of tbs flsM work, 

aai in pr^aratioa tberefw, Isa'vlisg at tM-s writing a telatsss of 
^, 160 . 83 , fhia, hmm&r» ceis»t fee considered as all slasr gain, 
for ^,ai5®t it w© wish to chat^® ths sost ^ two prints of tl^ 
mstsr fll» tijat Br. Betoltt tea asseesbled. ¥® iad hopsi t® dOliTOr 
th© criglsml to ti» fll® laboratoiy of th® V, S. Departaaaat of 
ealter®, tiser© th® eapyim is to te j^a©, last feit th® 

ffetlonal SeogrRf^aie Society, ^idx Ictadli*- has nadortatea th® 
splioii^, and soss® editing, ijlll net be &bl@ to em^ete th© 
splicli^ tef03?e- aMrfc fhssdaj or fharsday, Wodmsday bsii® a lioM- 
day. fte© will be a total of about It, TO fwt of ^1® srailabl® 
for prejsetim, fhe sweral rods coirt-aini?® this footag® will 1» 
»mt you &8 mm m m got tb« eopiss frmn igriailtw®, 83.oag 
several sheets of writts® co«@Hts or eiaotatioi® i^eb tdll eaabl® 
ym to Identify tte ©pisodoa and. seems jfeotogr^hsd. 

lap^ttaHy, we do not h®v© tte pro^r sound reeordlng ecpip- 
aottt in th® Institetion, again th© Se^rspliie Society tes 

prcRsised furthar sssistaas®, trat I an afraid wa shall mt ba able 



2 


to m&H ©'iirsel¥©s of this until after ttoo Caribbaan Scpedition 
returns, Ijecause considerable ©ditij^, tissiii^', and ro-rscordii^, 
is imrolTed as m wish to Imve th© sequoaces is the right swder 
and of th® p?o^r lesigth. fhm umsed, and tte uraTortumtely 
fogged film totals about another l|.j,000 feet. fh@n there are ttee® 
hsMrod fe©t of Sr, Chapin telling about sons® of his Congo bird 
speeis»as, for whiofe w@ have also sound tap®s but this will be a 
a <^0 €g5a.sting job. ‘lier© will b@ smm diffieultj la asMag tape 
correspond t© fUa, ae ugain s&sb portioi® of the fila w^e 
fogged. 

IB additions there so-e another 1,C»0 f@©t of fills relating 
t© the plant-fflit® investigations wtiish Dr. ifeker hs,s Just started 
checld.i^ over, E© is actively engaged in the collsc- 

tlone h© aad® in tte murnB of oKpoditdon, tet hopes bofor® 
too lang to get the fila well orgati.»d.. Of the umsed ©r sur- 
plus filja, there ms quit© & bit left ov». With the advice ©f 
mr purchasing officer^ this ms disposed of locally end the 
1507.50 so realised is included la th® balame glTisn above. Copy- 
th® His tiill cost us lOj^f a footf for an intro totory sap and 
title we cannot yet furnish ymi an ©sttmte. p*. Scteltt also si3g- 
gests a brief view of bits of the ferbert Ward African sculptures 
in Ota* Itisoua haHs, to tie in the Institution with the ®ipeditiofs 
in the bogitming snd ttea a shot at tb© eiKi of the specisjem brought 
bach and und,or study, fhe copy these addii^om will entail 
sof9s additional charges against the fund, bat sill in no %mj 
deplete it. 




I bslie*^® 1 ^, Selaaltt 1 ms alreec^ a«atiomd Bmm of th® 
scientific rssalta t® you, Ifet isterostii^ are &>, Ol»e©»® 

ea tlie CrastacTO^ slirls^ slid cmte eallectM. legardim 
ttes© Br, Gtee©s our Gumtm of Iferiaa Iwortebrstes, o®Htrite?te@ 
stsm perfciMi^ r&mrkB* fheeB joa «i,ll find ©aalosed. 

'■?!» fisli and ss^aals are Is tfe@ pwsaaa of bsing 
and. ar© not yet ms.^ t© fee reported upon, fte specie* @f tl© 


foraar broa^t back totaled S5S| tfes latter absut 63* includ- 


l.ng fin® ssri©s of at least 3 sfscie® ef feats, ka jm kmwg f3 
feott* sables WSW 0 formrded t® ©r, Sal© 1. liolf ©f jmr 0rassslll 
Gl3©M.ealffl B^arta®®t EsfjarisaaRt:. .Station^ *0 rossiired tbes ®n 


asy f » Sc* ii®rtfewfeiie aatiMotie fee r©e«w^@i frm oss 


®or® of 



# 


ars. elms©, Salth mi Seteltt «li.l ^©t Gapt. it^olsos in 


Trlnifed, on I'^rch 22 , satling ttie aejct 159.3? ttie Sreimdlnesj 
T^m «h© is flylsg dora a® far as IkHsinics, will b® packed 

up tbare at tke first opportaidtys aM, unless He tear fross yoa 
t® tf» ooatrasy, ttey ®iq»ct to Tewimm.z jm ia Intigna ®a 
©r about April 1 , la timt tl» At® jmi |&aa to arrlH® tbar©? If 
la.tOT, a Mt isore tl» cotld b@ defoted to tsl.®!3^ fertile smithy 
if on ttet <feta iais ©atrs tte@ c»}ld p*ofita.tly be sp©st eollectii^: 
about ftm various ^itlsli aM Mmvlo&n ¥i»ilB IslaMs. 

I am still Hins^al of yc«r kind tii5?itatioii to a©@t you in St, 
'Ibcsms for "ttiat irlsit to , and hI^s ym teotf dofinlWlj 

hIbs yon approach ttet stag® in tba erssi», I sliall try t© arrai^© 


to Join yoa. If at all p(KSibl®. I mst ooafes® sy sHeaclar Aeg 


) 
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 

WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 


November 10, 1955 


Mr. Bruce Eredin 
Box 87 

Wilmington, Delaware 
Dear Bruce: 

In the course of formulating the plans for your Belgian Congo ejqjedition 
it was suggested to us by a Mr. Fred Barclay of the Nepera Chemical Company 
that the saving of soil samples for their antibiotic content might prove very 
worthwhile. As a result we collected some 60 lots. These were offered to 
the Nepera people on our return, as set forth in my letter of September 16 to 
Dr. George W. Mast, Vice President and scientific director. With a carbon of 
that letter I enclose also a copy of the list of the samples and his reply of 
November 7 to me. 

I bring this matter to your attention at this late date because I have 
since heard that the "DuPonts," or some branch of that far flung organization, 
had once been interested in soil samples for biotic assay. Is that still the 
case? If so, they should have the opportunity of examining these samples 
before we now approach anyone else. There was no expectation of cashing in 
on the samples in a big way but if anything were to develop certainly the 
Bredin Fund for exploration should derive some return from it. 

If you find that the "DuPonts" are not interested I could follow Mast’s 
advice and see Dr. Welch, or do you think we should approach the Merck people 
first? Whomever is approached regarding these samples must be able to assure 
the Department of Agriculture that this unfmigated material will be properly 
safeguarded before it will be released, I shall be glad to send the samples 
to any DuPont laboratory that would be interested in them. 

As the identification of the Congo specimens progresses we are finding 
some things of scientific interest. Dr. Ghace was telling me of a rare crab 
that turned up in our Lake Tanganyika collections, and remarked that there 
must be more interesting forms of life than have yet been discovered in that 
general area. The count of the mammals, rodents, and bats mostly runs close 
to a hundred, I had not realized that we had gotten quite so many. 



Sincerely 


Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Department of Zoology 



£ncs. 



J. BRU CE BRED IN 
P. O. Box 87 
Wilmington, Delaware: 

/If 


August 30 > 1955 


Dr. Waldo L. Schmitt 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington 25 , D. C. 

Dear Dr. Schmitt: 

The African objects arrived -yesterday and -we 
v/ere very pleased with them. The wooden heads are 
very decorative. Mrs. Bredin has been placing all 
of the items in various places in the house trying 
to find a spot where they will be most appreciated. 
We are indebted to you for the troubles you went 
to to collect these specimens of Congo handicraft. 
Do the arrows which you sent to us hav^ any poison- 
ous material on them? You mentioneo in your letter 
that some of these arrows are poisionous. I would 
like to know if any of these are in order that 
they be kept out of reach of the children. 

If you would be good enough to tell me the to- 
tal cost of these items I will send along my check. 
Also please let me knov/ whether the check should be 
drawn to the Smithsonian or your good self. 

There has been no increase in my family but 
should be very soon. iThen my domestic affairs are 
quieted down I hope to be in Washington one day 
soon and I will telephone you at that time. Thanks 
again for your newsy letters. 


Sincerely yours. 



Bredirij Bruce 
Belgian Congo File 


Aaguat 26, 1955 


nr, and Ifm. BJ^ce Bredin 
Oreeirnil©, Celanare 

Doiur Broc© and l^s. Bredins 

Pretty ®uc6 ti^e sa®© old S'fcoiy,**behiiid baod again witii isy premises* 
However, I did get tfee bits of Oongo h«sdiaraft into ®!?»r®5aian*8 
bands for delivery to you aainf the 0ree®ville address. As 1 have said 
before, there isn’t Euch of it, but it is in a laeasure reainieoent and 
reoreaent stive, ftie enclosed photo sboiiffl what there is in the oc* and 
carton sent this laorning. Two of the woven sets, a piece of bark cloth 
(rsther crude looking) for a back drop, and a bow are in the paper wri^jped 
eartOQj the other things are in the two foot square box. 

The bark cloth, woven aats, bow and airrom were obtained in Fa)pi.s, 
presi^bly raado by the Mangbetus. The. wooden din»«r (to tte 
face plaque (center), and the ivoiy h«nt«^n are frosi Leopol^Ue.^ TOe 
wooden imgB to the left— I taOte it to be a wosan— Is trm otaaleyville, 
said tne circular seat in the laiddl* is fro® a native village near ^tuaniga, 
The figures, wood sad ivory, cost about h50 francs (19,00) each, nm 
arrows about 2 francs apiece, the bow 1*5, the bark eloth and mats ^jout 
130 and the face plaque 110 francs. The ivory figurines and diwer, 
though started h^e fro® Le<^oldvill©, April 15, were terribly 

delayed. Th(^ landed hiMw ti*© very saaie dsy taat the freight ahi|st»ent 

from ihtebbe via Sairobi did. 


, our curator of ethnology, was mch 

■ cloth. This fee ‘ ^ 



by ti»s® objects, 
a little unusual 
along the lateral 
Itoen I picked up 
now timt t m 
m have so little 


He has ^ ^ . . ix,- 

because of the stas^ied decorations, he said with 

strips. Tliese rosettes Show faintly in the p}»tograph, 
these tblma, I felt eropJed, for space in our boxes bui 
back, I wish I*d gotten hme. So does Or. Rieger, for ^ 
of African handicraft in our collections. I turned over w hi® ^ther 
bow and five arrows that, the pygsies had made. are » smller in 

size than the Paulis ones. The pygsy arrows had no setal points and 
carried a pat#j of poisonous aaterHO. Just behind the sharply pointed 
wooden tip. This is a wise precaution,-sn aceident^ scraten . 

no ham} the poison Is not released teto a wound unless the arrow penetrates 

both skin and flesh. 


Dr. Sreiger says tliat the black wooden iciages are black because 
of shoe polishl Perhaps I should have asked our wood technologist to 
try to identify the wood. This may be possible bat right now I did 
not want to hold up the shipment arc^ longer. 

May the box and carton reach you promptly. The kodachrome slides 
are still not quite ready but should 1:^ before too long. 1*11 do ®y 
best to esipedite them. 

fy tost to you all, 

Sincerely, 


Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Dept, of Zoology 


Sac. 
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Aug. 25, 1955 


Mr. ai«J Mrs. ^)ce Bredin 
Greenville, Delaware 


Eapresa 


Dopartmat ojf Zoology 


Waldo I. Se!»itt 


one woodoa crate and 1 carton 


7 Foarwarding of ob.teets 
frora Belgian Congo 


aqjeditlon. 


Objecta of native handicrafts 

1 stool 

2 ivory figures 
2 wooden figures 
2 mats 


bark cloth 


bow and arrows 




July 20 , 1955 




Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Bredin 
Greenville, Delaware 

Dear Bruce and Mrs. Gredin: 

Each day I have been wanting to write you but I never seeia to be 
able to,~-not that I couldn't write a line but I just couldn't write 
the kind of letter that I felt you deserved. I wanted to do more than 
pen you a mere announceraent of our return. Yet when, at this long 
last, I can find the time for it I am ashamed that it is so late and 
30 little. 

I am gradually putting ny notes in shape for a narrative account 
of the expedition for publication by the Snithsonlan in what I hope 
will be a revival of their earlier series entitled, ‘’Exploration and 
Field Work for the 3'aithsonian Institution.” Regrettably this was 
discontinued with the war when it was decided that the trips that some 
of us undertook for the State Department and others for the Department 
of Defence would not be published, at that time at least. Bart of lay 
difficulty in getting started on a letter was the press of things here 
at home. First, getting out the Annual Report of the Department of 
Zoology. True enough, it should not have been left for me but I got 
back just before it was due and was handed the job. It was turned in 
on the l5th, I’m hapiy to say. With it were a nuiijer of personnel 
problems also saved for my attention. 

I am still bogged down with letters. Aside froa routine ausl 
official there are quite a number that have to be ^^^itten back to the 
Congo folks and to Belgium also, especially the Isastitute of laticnal 
Parks and the pj'esident ttereof. Dr. Victor van Straelen, wi:o, with 
his helpful letters, smoothed our way and secured privileges oi’dinarily 
not given out for photographing and collecting in the National Parks. 

Wst 3»I1 came through in excellent sh^ae although each one of us 
had a brief bout with diarrhea, to which most foreign travelers succumb 
at one time or another. Hera I iiave special reference to Italy where 
most all By friends have iad a little unpleasantness the first time 
they visited that oountiy. Today, however, the anti-bio tics give 
wonderful results and on this Congo expedition we used Acronycin with 
such excellent results that we were only temporarily inconvenienced. 


/ 
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It is a fwmy thing,— we never go afield these dajrs wittout antl-biotics, 
yet before they were current I made seven trips to South America, from 
the rain forests of the west coast of Coloibia to the pampas of Patagonia, 
and the Straits of Magellan without having need for them at any time, 

I believe I wrote you scwjewhat of the weather in Ifeirpt and the 
Sudan where it can really get hot, up to 116 degrees, but to tell tl» 
truth I do not believe that I was as uncomfortable as I am here today 
at 8it degrees on the front porch, (Tes, this was penned on Sunday at 
hane but typed at the office to give you a rest ftrcsn my chirography, 
but not on Monday as I had planned! the first chance we got was ^fednesd^ 
forenoon, it? '^printing" is just so-so but it is much better than my 
long hand. May I venture an aside? Don’t fail to start your youngsters 
on typing. It is surprising how very young children can soon master a 
keyboard,— almost as fast as they can learn the alphabet. Typir^ is a 
wonderful accomplis’/anent and one that will stand them in good steed 
wherever they go or whatever they do. My son and daughter got their 
touch-typing during one of their hi^ school sumer vacations and 
became fairly proficient. Even today ray daughter does an occasional 
important letter for her Imsband, now a Lt. Commander with the 6th 
Fleet in the Mediterranean, though he is a fair typist frcra hfs under- 
graduate days at Northwestern. I wish that I could type raySelf. It 
would have been better for your eyes and ray notes,) 

To get back to the weather on the trip. The nights for Ihr most 
part were relativtdy cooler than they are here in Washington. |iev«r- 
theless in Egypt and the Sudan air conditioners are fast beccsiing 
popular with those who can afford them. Our hottest spell in Africa 
we ejQjerienced on the trains from Cost! to ^^&idi Haifa and from Khartoum 
to Cairo. On those nights the cooler air, and it wasn’t veiy cool, 
didn’t help because we had to batten down the “hatches”, so to speak, 
to keep out the desert dust raised by the train, ftit what there ia to 
see in more than compensates one for any discomforts experienced. 

It is surprising how many people visit the land of the Pharo^s, summer 
weather or not. It is true the winter months are most highly recommended 
and that tiie really dry season in the Congo is more productive of shrimps 
but I have no regrets and no complaints about the time that we spent in 
the field. As I have said before, you certainly picked a very favorable 
time, weather and living conditions considered. 

A few of the guest houses in the National Parks were rather 
primitive and sorae of the hotels not so “hot,” but if one knows about 
them in advance they could be skipped by traveling that much farther 
on any given day. feughing it for a night or two in the National Park 
guest houses is but part of aiy good expedition. ¥e have to do that 
in sorae of the wilderness areas in this country also. 
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Can you folks forgive me this long delay and bear irith me a bit 
longer? The few Congo mementos that I have for you are still on the 
high seas. Neither one of the two shipaients started hme by ocean 
carrier has yet arrived. I am worried about the winter suit I wore 
over and hope it will get here before the moths make way with it. 

Incidentally, I am writing the copyright division of the Library 
of Congress to ask if the title, "Amaaing Africa* has been pre-mpted. 
As trite as it sounds it is most descriptive, at least of the part of 
Africa that we traversed. People, things to see, and to collect, the 
climate, the weather, tiie scenery, are all a revelation, as was also 
the absence of venain, flies and mosquitoes particularly. Only for a 
brief half hour in the Kagera Park, going out in the morning and 
coming back in the afternoon were tsetse flies in evidence. They kept 
us busy for a time, fanning them off. Baker was the only one that got 
a couple of bites, perhaps because was tiie entomologist, but that 
was all there tos to it. Amazing is the word for Africal 

On July 12 the Smithsonian news release, of which a copy is 
enclosed, makes scsne further reference to Ernest May’s Smithsonian 
ejqiedition of 19lj7, The good that ccsnes of these expeditions is a 
continuing thing. This is not the first nor will it be the last time 
that information developed by the trip that Mr. May financed for Rr. 
Krieger and Mr, Morton has proved to be of real scientific value. So 
will it be with the Bredin expedition also. The scientific results 
are seldom immediate but they do develop as time and stucfy go on. 

Again I am promising you another communication before too long. 
Anyway I shall keep trying, I hope that everything went well with 
you folks and according to “schedule* this June, ry best and kindest 
wishes to you all, both great and small. 

Sincerely, 


Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Dept, of Zoology 


Fjic. 

WLSsvb 



Cairo, Juno 17th 
enroute Nice 

Dear Bruce and Mra. Bredin, 

We’ve seen the tombs of the Kings, the temples at Samak and Luxor, 
and clhnbed the Great I^amid, inside and out. Egypt is b^ond descrip- 
tion, that is ancient %ypt, I*ve never been more impressed than by 
uhat I saw in the tombs and tenples of the rulers and priesthood of this 
justly famous landj c^ae summer and hot weather, winter and cooler, it 
should not be missed. Pictures In the tombs were not easy to take though 
we had special peraiission to take where and ^diat we wanted (except Kir^ 
Tut’s tomb). This was likewise true of the Cairo Museum, where today 
is housed the fabulous treasure that was "Tut* a”. ®ie gold there was 
fashioned into, and decorating every conceivable object, including 
shoes (sandles) and chariot j-1350 years before Christ, and as bright 
brilliant and fresh looking as the day it was laid down. It’s hard to 
believe thiat some of the wall paintings were ccmspleted nearly ItOOO years 
ago. One feels that a six months reading course would be rewarding j 
yet as much as has been published about that ancient civilisation, none 
of it is quite adequate or equal to seeing it for yourself. 

The weather lias been good to us, mostly in the low eighties with 
high to 107 and 108 degrees. The latter you may notice in early afternoon 
but 78 to 83 degrees is easy sleeping. Personally I would not let the 
Il6 degrees temperature at Luxor keep me away if I could not come at 
Qpy other time of the year. For one thing the place is not over run 
th tourists, thougAy all said and done. there were plenty here. The 

" A. ift-j iS 

y^rmla (Sa^ir-a-mis) Hotel serves dinner in an open air dining-roof 
is as pleasant a place as I’ve ever eaten, there you cauj 
the cool evening breeses to the full and look down upon the Mile 



6A7/5$ 


and its many illuminated bridges* 

I shall try to put together a better account of these last few days 
in Egjspt idien I can get settled down at the office. 


The Bnbassy here in Cairo has Just sent hcroe the last of our 
exposed film, We are keeping our fingers crossed for we fear the very 
hot midday have affected it. We'll never know till it's developed. 
I'm hoping that a"l is going very well with you folks and your 
brood, and that the summer^ been an en;}oyable one, 

I'm taking advantage on the way home of dropping off at Nice, to 


go to Cannes for a few days, for neither the sun nor the beaches. My 
daughter and the three grandchildi^n are living here, xdiile her husband 
is with the Sixth Fleet. His tour of duty is soon up, but they do not 
know where next they will be ordered. Mrs. Schnitt also went over 
for a visit while I was away and starts back on the 19th. That's 
wly I've hurried a bit to get there before she leaves. I shall be 


back in Washington before the month ispvtt. 


The first box of things I Sfuit home by ship from Leopoldville has 


not yet arrived at the Iftiseum, It is inconceivable that it can take 
so long. There were a few things in it for you, you may remember and 
scsne of our first collecting, 

best to you all, and a fuller account later idien I can get it 

down on paper. This hasty note I shall try to get mailed, passing 

through Home (air port) on way to Nice (airport for Cannes). Good luck and best of 
good wishes. And more and better thanks for the expedition of a life time. 


Sincerely, 
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June 10/55 10 a. in. 


Dear Bruce and M^s. Bredin: 


we are, drifting I want to say }— steaming down the Nile of 
song and stoiy,— the Nile of Biblical times, so little does it sem to , 
have changed '^csn the times tiaEass— (■in Bible) *ttEBne depicted and recited. 


as 


was then. 


The mode of life, the style of house, the beasts pILbpden and to a 

a^voL 

great ®ctent the food is seems to be the sam^ 

perhaps alsothe poverty qf the masses,— except there may have been a , 

iT''^osa 0^^ QhcX. Ayci'i/, 

fewer mouths to feed, (I wonder? )f but certainly a bb'CtW distribution ^ 

C*.£lfe«iW . 

of food. For their great undertakings the nalers of Egypt of, yester 

of MTyKafS * 

year had to have reasonably well fed workers ^slave 



^slave^. ^ 


X shall have 


to ask our physical anthropologist if malinutrition so far as tlicre is 


evidence in old skeletons was as common and as wide spread in Africa 
as it is today, I Last nightie stopped at the Temple of Abu Simbil,- 


^ ^ ’ 

at febout 7 otclocl^-was -pitch dark outside- but the steamer and its 
two barges, one on either side, pushed rx^t up on shore. — Tlie temple is 
wired for light, but without power plant, so the steamer ran a line ashore 
to connect with a s;4tch box so that m could see the place. It is a 
series of rather tremendous roems excavated into a red sand stone hill 
(or small mountain, running down,Ao mearly/iiigh water mark on shore^) 




first chamber roof was supported by huge square columns, on the front 

of each of which was carved a gigantic, standing figure, of which the 

foot alone was 2-1/2 -3 or more feet long^I would gues auSihe figure 

/ he Afl 

J^me flash 


with head dres 
light photos, 
figures were 


be >^^30 feet-: 



large 


tither of the entrance,^^9| 




5^ 






"strob,” flashlight to properly illimiinati 


*Pw— l- w nlr -pf. i4a.- B mch- Ilka, 

JUa.vIs*\QSS . 
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-5'hero wevty^nunber of ©snaller chambera running laterally and 
backward from the main or entrance oharaberi scsce manifestly unfinished 
when the work was stopped. But those that were finished were at one 
time beautifully decorated, — the characteristic incised carved 
conventional figures and hieroglyphs, with still traces of color 
TOTiaining on the less damaged and disintegrated ones,— an altogether 
worthwhile and impressive sight. But, wly in thunderation do they 
not schedule this place for a daytime stop. It should be a prime 
tourist attraction and the blooming steamer could easily have left 
Waid Haifa a couple of hours earlier. These Egyptians (and Sudanese) 
do an awful lot of what appears to the stranger, unfamiliar with the 
language, -“aimless sitting around. Maybe the climate has something 
to do with it, at least in summer time for It can get as hot as Hades. 
Right now it«8 9h degrees in our little cabin, not so nice androomy 
as on the tJpper White Mle, but a little two bunk cubby-hole with 
no cross ventilation. Oot up this a.ra, to a cool 81i degrees.— it was 
cool and gently breeay. Ibe humidity must be low, forl've never 
experienced a moare balmy, delightful early morning, an|^^ where 
Florida, California or anywhere in the Belgian Congo. But on the 
train ride frcsm Kosti to Khartoum and from Khartoum to Waid Haifa — 
the saints deliver us, the therameter in the shade outside our 

t 

compartment registered 115 degreesl on the hottest of three daysj 
inside with window and door shut and fan going it was 10 degrees 
cooler (less warm I mean). les, the train rid® before and after 
Khartoum frora Kosti to Waidi Haifa was as hot as you can get on the 
Arisona deserts, or should I say in Death Valley, and the scenery 
about as bleak, and parched and dry, and under as pitiless a steely. 



firey «un. (toe’s reaction I’ve always believed, under circumstances 
such as these is largely a matter of psychology— don't let it fret 
you too much, take the weather as it is, and make thebest of it. 

The Sextons seemed to feel the heat quite a bit, and said I could 
rest content in ny mind, but that they were differently put together. 
I don’t believe any of us realized just what ccraing down the Nile 
meant at this tirie of the year, but it*s not so bad, on the steasiers 
when in motion there is really not much to ocmipXain about if youtake 
it reasonably easy in mind and body. Personally I’m happy to have 
had the op}>ortunity and shall always be grateilil to you for having 
wanted to return frcn the Congo this way and for liaving given me and 
your expedition the opportunity for so doing. It's an experience of 
a life time, a memorable, and unforgettable one. I am downright 
sorry you could not have had it too. It’s true the main or best 
tourist season is after mid 6ctober» Then you get tne balmy morning 
temperatures about which I exclaimed above, during the day,^ — Oct,- 
Dec» or even to Januaiy is the recommended time for Egypt, if you 
are adverse or allergic to heat. But anytime of year is worth 

a visit, if only for a look-see, provided you are not pressed for 
time, or will Ty from place to place. But then you'd miss a lot 
of rest, and leisure, and an intimate view of out of the way places 
amd people, -and perhaps more important, meeting people who know tiie 
country. Some of the missioneuries are very interesting, and we found 
that a surprising lot of Sudanese and Egyptians speak a very 
understandable English, line Sudanese, itoo are on their way to 
independence (full in *56) are most anxious to cultivate and make a 
good impression on a much needed, potential big brothers-Uncle Sam, 


6AO/5? 

^gypt you know wants to control , or annex the Sudan for ©any and 
obvious reasons, the chief of tfcich is the control of all the waters 
of thefiile upon which the entire region is so utterly dependent. 

The Kile is literally and actually the "Life Blood of Egypt." 'Bie 
May Header’s Digest has an article on the Efeypt of today tliat 
©ay be of scane interest to you in this connection. 

Khartoum is quite the modem city as cities and towns go in 
this part of the world , —metalled streets, as the British lay, (black 
top or oiled to you or me) tla'ough all the major thorough fares, 
some sidewalks but most are sand. In some ways I believe the unpaved 
streets are cooler, certainly they id.ll hold the heat less than 
pared roads. The stores here are a revelation, everything under tl» 
sun frm most any part of the world, and an overwhelming lot of 
American products, canned and manufactured, almost aiything you can 
think of even an ice cream fountain and soda bar, with meno and prices 
up on the -wall as in the chain drug stores at home. Ihis ice creata 
soda place was in the leading I want to say department store, 
principally groceries, and liquor. The leading bookstore too, has 
more English andteerican literature than you can shake a stick at, 
magazines of all kinds, frcsn raising children to flouse Beautiful, Time 
Life, and Headers Digest, and an equally wide coverage of English 
matter, and air editions of London papers Just a day old. Hox^ever, 
the latest Tine was Kay 9, and I’d ^ready seen the May 23 no. in 
Entebbe, We visited the library at the Gordon College, a wonderfully 
ooxaplete one for this part of the world and perhaps among the best 
and most complete in Africa,— South Africa may have a better one, I 
don’t know, or Gaiirs, where I may not see the library. Our State 

Department and U. Information Sei*vlce have provided a tremendous 
lot of American books, Sandberg’s Lincoln series, Thomas Jefferson 
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(Princeton Tfeiv, publ.) and other equally classic books and a lot of 
semipopular texts as well. The Natural History Musem, under the 
auspices of the Onlytrsity CJollege as the Sudanese now call it 
(Gordon College is, I believe, now incorporated with it) has a very 
ccKnplete series of Sudanese animals, though not all the big 

game animals (these everyone krsom, and most of then can be seen in 
the local 200) . Tae collection / of birds is superlative, the small 
maiamal series very good} then theire are snakes (in alcohol) shells, 
insects, butterflies, and miscellaneous invertebrates. An Immense 
amount of per'sonal sacrifice went into this small museum. The 
curator, the professor of Zoology at the college was off on vaca- 
tion, but I did see the Sudanese assistant curator, who when I asked 
him for his name (to write in my note book) proudly informed me that 
he was assistant curator but that he soon expected bo be the curator. 

All the iiiglish, to tehom this country and people owe much in 
the way of imprevements and advances, sanitation, health, and educational 
opportunities, postal and other public services, are pulling out, and 
the Sudanese are taking over. If only they could curb their anxiety 
to be free and on their own a little longer, and not be too precinitate 
in easing cut tb.e iinglish, things /£ would surely go better for th«sn, 

What they need is an experienced business manager for the countiy be 
he an American or Siglish executive. But like all newly independent 
little countries, they are bound to learn the hard way. In the mission 
schools Arabic must now be taught as primary language} how long th^ 
may tolerate the teaching of English is an open question— how short 
sighted — they want us to be their big brother in the comity of "nations,” 
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but still want their own and different language. (I'm getting off on 
one of ity pet obsessions again, English as the universal language./ I 
wish the Ford Boundation would make that its principal objective, 
l^ple could help theaselves more to American technical assistance and 
know how if they could read, write, and speak English. The aims of 
the Ford Foundation abroad would be sooner realised if they spread 
Saglisb over the world. It is the basic approach to the solution of 
most of the world's problems, for with the understanding among all 
peoples that one natural language would bring about i many troubles and 
difficulties due to lack of knowledge of the aceomplislments of laodern 
civiliaation and technological accotiplishraents would tdiereby be resolved.) 

The tJhivcrsity College medical school seems also to be a first 
class place. How long it td.ll so continue under more ccmplete native 
adrstnistration remains to be seen, ^he Medical Museum, run in connection 
with the school, is wonderfully informative and instructive. It 
covers all diseases, causative organisms, carriers, reinedies, drugs 
and from what and where obtained, distribution and results of disease, 
or parasitic infection, and cu res j -models, pictures, specimens, and 
fully descriptive labels make study here as, or more profitable than a 
mere text book, there Is even a series of exhibits entitled •‘Anthropological 
aspects of nutrition." What various tribes eat today, and ate in the 
past, -the later being based in part on bone fragments , seeds and plant 
remains found in dumps at old village sites. If this infoarmation is 
subject of a publication, I shall try to acquire it because raalinutrition 
is the crying problem among the native tribes of Africa today. 

Part of our days stay in ©lartoura, the 7th of June was given over 
to a visit of the primarily native town of Qradurman. This was where 
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(3ol. “Chinese” Gordon was killed in the Mahdi revolt against th^gliah 
*■«!•« c-f t-he Sudan in 1898. It is a thoroughly Arabic, Moslem, 
Sudanese, place, -buildings, people, products, and atmosphere including 
dust and dirt and what not. One could well have spent several days, 
drowsing if not iifiM. buying , in tiie native m s hops , — probably 
rougher (less polished) and lower priced than the Cairo bazars. % 
buying days are over because I still am packing along some specimens by 
hand, and with flying have to keep the weight of mjr baggage dowj:) to the 
allowed weight lixiiits. Sexton did buy a few more ivory objects. 'There 
were a lot of gold ornaments for sale, but how pure gold I would not 
want to say. (In Trinidad I once bought a few "silver” bracelet.s which 
proved to be pretty base metal after I got them home. Ho lU kt. 
guarantee as at hcsiiej and I “bewared" enough hei^ not to become a buyer. 

les, Khartoum was hot too, but in the hotel one kept reasonably 
cool, high, ceiled roexas, thick walls, and ceiling fans. On trains and 
boats, Juba, and Khartoum hotels, food was good, well prepared and 
nicely served. These hotels and media of transportation are run by 
the Sudani Hailways and they are doing a bang up Job. We liave bad no 
complaints I exccLot that from 1-feidi Haifa to Shellal, where we aac 
due Sat., the 11th of Jurie, tlie service is not so good; no food 
complaint, Just that the help is little less helpful. Had to&sk for 
soap, bath towel, second face towel (2 people in a roan), to Ijave Thermos 
filled with cold water, more manaaiade on breakfast table—a number of 
little attentions that were attended to on the boat Irora Juba to Kosti, 
which here on this boat have to be specially and pointedly requested. 

The nearer you get to civil iaation the more tsup^^ ” your waiters 

and ream boys get. (?) or so it seems to be developing as we get along 



6Ao/^5 


to :^ypt and %yptians. Will know better after Luxor, and Cairo, ait 
I shall never the slaple comfort and easy restfulness, though shore- 
and shoal-bumped and noisy landing places of the Juba-Kosti stretch. 

It was a real vacation in a foreign land, and except, that you might 
have been pressed for time, a trip you would have enjoyed as much as 
I did. Because of tne heat and the dust, the trip fBom Kosti to 
Khartoum, and iDiartoum to Luxor might be better by air at this time of 
^ar, siK>rt cutting or rather avoiding the heat we‘ve been experiencing. 
I'll be better able to tell you if the ^u Simbil temple visit was 
worth this particular boat "ride." On it one does see the more typical 
or rather better known HUe sceneiy , but perhaps that too obtains just 
as well at Luxor. Shall let yo^now. We are being warned that Luxor 
will be the Ixittest place yet (this time of year). I’m keeping By- 
fingers crossed, and giving out a prayer for the film, w® hope yet to 
expose at Luxor and the pyramids. Ihe Sextons say this heat we’ve been 
passing through could fog (to some extent at least) our film, as much 
as light leakage. Th®re is no way of now checking )(/ by developnent 
any of the film now being ea^osed. If a little by copying (or duplicating) 
back in the States. So far as possible, and if the film lasts, they 
are going to take the worth while things both ways, -normal and under, 
so as to Insure our getting something out of the Nile trip in the way 
of color pictuMS. We are as crowded aboard here, as on -toe upper Nile. 
Besides ourselves 3 ^ericans, there are three ^glishmen who with us 
got on at Juba. Hr. Warner, the piano playsr, "concert artist" 
returning hone to Eiigland after visiting a married daughter in Kenya 
(as I did also, he lost his only son in the late war)i a young architect, 
and a young auditor, both going back to England on an earned vacation. 
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ut returning later to duty in Africa, ihe architect is F. T. Birch 
of Dor es Salaam, TangatQrika, the auditor, P. J. Le P. Quadrick, of 
same place; did not realize they were travelling together, ttought 
they were chance acquaintenances making same trip. For both it is 
first trip down Hlle. Vfe lose them when we stop over in Luxor. 

At 2 I 30 our rooB temperature is 99 degrees and not so hot as 
it sounds. I*m adding these words in the dining "room," the only 
place I can write without having the paper blow out ftrOT under my 
hands. 

Assouan 

This morning, June 11, we arrived in Assouan* town of the great 
Hile dam, started in 1098. Last night we tied up along shore just 
to pasE^he night so that we would not get here before 8 a.m, IfSs 
passed custcaas with little trouble. It’s just wonderful idiat a 
special passport, such as the Smithsonian gets its field workers, 
will do,-- ’nothing was opened and here we are before and since lunch 
waiting in theOrand Hotel for 5 p.m. train departure for Luxor. It’s 
" cooler here just lOlj degrees and honestly it’s quite comfortable, I 
am perspiring the least bit, and according to the papers Luxor is 
ii degreea-6 degrees cooler. >lhen you see the granite quarries here 
frem which the Egyptian obelisk in Rew York was cut— hard reddish 
granite, and cut by hand and prised loose with wooden wedges, wet 
to make them swell you will realise the energy output that is himianly 
possible in this warm and desert country. And what they knew about 
si^le physical phenoaena is amazing— and how they applied them to 
their work. It's because of this unique granite ledge that this 
great Assouan Dam was put across the river at this point; guide says 
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it’s the only granite ontcrop in Igypt. Could be but I do want to check 
on it. 

I don’t think you would really have minded this Sudan-Egsrptian 
heat too much any more than I have. The interest in what you see, and 
the experience U of a life that it is, more than offsets any minor 
inconvenience or discomfort, that some folks may ccsiplain about. No, 

I have noji complaints, only a deep sense of gratitude to you both, Hope 
I can make it up to you in one way or anothw in the years to cemie. 

Of Luxor, I shall write frcmi Cairo and m^e of Cairo too at that 
time, imd after that it will be from Washington, after i^ch as soon 
as I can get some pictures together I’ll be up to se^ou and pay my 
respects and thanks to you. The movie will take a bit longer. I’ll 

be writing you again. 

Good luck, good wishes, and best ever, 

ICS 
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May 29, 1955 

Aboard Hlle atr. Bejaf 

Dear Bruce and f^rs. Bredin; 

It’s a*»cool'' 85 in the little stateroan that I share with Dr. Baker, 
where in mid-afternoon the thermometer by the cabin door reads 96 degrees. 
On the deck below some of the Kosla?! "boys" are going through with their 
devotions directed Mecca-wards. With the lowering of the sun behind the 
distant rain clouds to the west, the evening breezes seem to drift across 
the endless, grassy, scrubby aluvial plains that border this channel of 
the Hile on which we float, as far as the eye can reach, to either horisson. 
Or is it the motion of the steamer or the two electric fans, one over each 
bed that makes us think a breeze is blowing? No, the tall shore-line 
reeds (papyrus) and grasses are bowing their hmds to it. llie fresher 
cooler evening air is welcome , and we have yet in Africa to have trouble 
sleeping nights. It is surprising and hart to believe, but a lot of our 
ccwifort here on this historic river, said to be the longest in the world, 
and at Juba, our take-off-point for Cairo, is due to the fans in our 
rooms. They have a lot to do with it, I’m sure. 

This is a sudden jump into the last 3a p of your exjsddition and shortly 

I shall back-track to let you know what happened between my 3^st, 

suddenly ended letter and the present one,-- — 

This trip down the Nile is all and more than te expected and “we 

ain’t seen nothing yet.“ First of all, at Juba it was impossible to 

board the river steamer, the river was too lowj the sand bar below the 

town had just h feet of water over it and the steamer needed a minimum 5. 

Thus we T«?re forced to take to busses furnished by the company, and drive 

72 miles over land (2-1/2 hrs.) to get 10 miles downstream where 

up 

the boat was tied/at Mangalla. We left the hotel (Juba) shortly after 7 
but did not get aboard the steamer until near 11; first we got aboard a 
house boat like barge, transferred to a second of the same kind along side 
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May 29 t cont, aboard Nile 3tr« 

the steamer, which is our present hone. This is a two deck affair; main 
deck .1t!St a couple of feet out of water, I^as lockers, freight and natives 


on it, the uoper deck our cabins, the Sextons* , Baker’s and mine, and 5 
others .just like them, tiro W.C, rocos, and tw bathroccs these last are 
just forward of the rear '*porch,’‘ screen enclosed; at the forward end is 
a similar one, also with easy chairs and coffee or tea tables, es you 
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I can so make a better drawing, and should have put it on a separate pc. 
of paper, so that when I botched it I could do it over, with no one the 
wiser, but it was just too much to do over the first 2 pp. of this letter, 
Tes, we slept under sheets, and no mosquitoes,- — 


Itoy 29s cont, aboard Nile atr. 

The steamer is ptiahiijg one barge (house boat like ours) with a second 
more open two decked one full of native families, -has our houseboat on 
right side, and a steel decked (with hatches) cargo barge on the right| 

4 

on its deck are tethered scmie goats of assorted colors and sises, an ' 
automobile and sundry drums, and oases, on the hatches are always a , 

\ ' 

number of natives enjoying the sunj the air, and the scenery. The Steamer 
proper is a 1 decker, natives, boiler, engines, and cargo on main deck} 
front porch, dining rocaa, pantry over kitchen below, and a lot of smaller 
cabins or cubieals, 2 bunk affairs open to either gang way, but without 
the cross draft we enjoy, all occupied by natives of some standing and 
means, Hindus and Egyptians. One is a CJol. in the Egyptian aray traveling 
with wife, maid, and 3 children (boy about 1, girl 2, and boy 3). Parents 
were educated in the American College in Cairo, father at least has his 
Bachelor's deginte} both speak a veary good English, the wife though less 
fluent has the better vocabulary. On our houseboat, are two girls, oi» 
from the States, R.I, teaching in a Presbyterean missionary st^iool in 
Ourdcwan, near Khartou, the other Arabian, sharing the sme cabin and 
also teaching in the mission school} the American girl is studying Arabic 
needed for further school work— both are (were) on vacation to Juba, 
though we did not meet them thMf«. It was the Anny officer who raa<te us 
acquainted. Then there are Englishmen in separate cabins, one a Mr. 
Warner, a concert pianist of parts, an older gr^ haired man carrying a 
wooden practice board or panel (Vljrgil Klavier?) idxo plays his way from 
white settlement to white settlement in l^lish Africa, first time down 
the Nile though, but has toured Brazil also. Another is a young architect 
from Kenya going home on vacation after two years out, the two others I 
know less about, — one is retiring after an African tour of duty, the 
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othw? I»ll probably know more in a few daya, if of interest. That's 
the idiite population aboard besides your party. The jroc®! and mess 
attendants are Moslems, probably all Aral^, but I can also believe one 
or two are Hindus (or rather East IndiansV cooks, and 

"below-decfei*’ gang are black, the sooty black of the Sudanese natives 

of these parts, but the Sudanese oitiaens of today are from all over 
the world. Greek from Crete runs one of the leading groceiy and 
general supply stores in town (Juba)— and so on. 

!iow to get moving down the river? our stem wheeler, two wheels)^, 
one either side at extreme rear end but not extending out beyond the 
sides of the steamer for very good reasons, connected with our mode of 
travel. The Mile up here though cut into numerous channels 

runs with considerable speed if not force and carries this vessel along 
so well that what we have for twin rudders camot make the often sharp 
turns in the channel or about the mai^ scattered islands. Thus we just 
swing and drift on these occasions up against the bank, this side 
or the other, with a good bang. Sometime, the churning paddles get us 
out and off the soft mud without much difficulty* At others you begin 
to think maybe we shall be a week here.— -Then th^e are occasional 
shallows on idiich we ground and struggle over. Our progression is a 
series of bumps and grinds, most uneagjected and consequently a bit 
startling at times, especially in dead of ni^t,— but we are getting 
used to them; they are not so bad or so mary as it sounds. There are 
many nice long straight-aways over which we do make good time, but 
never-the-lesa we do carirom first off one side and then off the other 
more times than you'd care to count. At some places our (diannel is all 
of a hundred "^44^ yards wide, at a few even narrower, and at many others 
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much wider. The greatest handicap to further progress is the back and 
forth windings of the sloughs or channels, never long in the same 
direction, we may have the sun on our right, left, ahead or behind, 
mostly it's on the left though, still it's a regular three feet forward 
and two back sort of affair, much as with the mountain roads we traversed 
getting down to Huindi camp, and later, from Bukavu to Uvira, or have I 
said this a page or two back. It's a nice and restful trip so far. 

Ve were rather tired after the many daysa-tour and this our first day 
out was a lot of lolling around, and some napping I must confess on 
the part of all of us to a greater or lesser degree. The “yQ^ger” 
fellows seemed to be harder hit than the older ones. 

And now the upper Nile scenery,— frcmi Juba on flat and level 
savannahs, or swamps, occasional higher (yet still low) ground with 
scrubby trees, but mostly with tall grass cover so high and deep that 
an elephant can hide in it at least vdien lying downj standing up you 
can see no more than half his back, his upllftcxJ trunk, and huge 
flapping ears. Along here I*ra telling you of two days esiperiences. 

We*ve seen mapy elephants, (to the 29th a few scattered individuals, 
today the 30th, many more}— Sight after breakfast 5 , though at first 

4 ■ 

could discern but three huge forms in the tall grass but as the skipper 
blew the whistle, two others stood up, and one in defiance, perhaps, 
raised his trunk high over his head in the threatening manner used 
elephants about to charge or attack. VH.th a further blast they tui*ned 
away. Then before lunch a little further aws^ than the first group 
we saw a seldcm seen sight, 0 a herd of some $9>60 animals, semte of 
apparently great size. Certainly these elephants reach a far greater 



bead“half price of cattle and so show financial standing of 
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size than those we saw in the Congo parks, is it a fact or Just an illusion? 
I'll have to check published records. But these Kile dwellers do have 
a greater abundance of lush food and therefore the opportunity of growing 
faster and to maxlBium size. Still later in the day twward three o'clock 
May 30 there were three or four alraost down to the water's edge as we 
steamed by scarcely more than a stone' s throw away. There are a 
number of white herons along the bank and an occasional larger individual. 
Several large hippos, and crocodiles have been seen but not photographed. 

In most remote and isolated stretches there will be one or more native 
huts, and several swarthy natives. Ifot all come out of their thatch 
houses if in them, to acknowledge the passing steamer, but several times 
where there were more houses (and people) the little community of 
several dozen, or rather a dozen or two turned out. Only the women wore 
a sack-like brown garment from shoulder straps to knees j the men and 
youngsters were "ccwiplete" in birthday clothes, with only a string of 
beads around the waist by way of adornment. Of course we've made a 
number of stops, for native passenger and local cargo, one last evening 
anoth^ this morning between h and 5 a.m. This last a place called Bor 
is an important anuy camp, with stone dockside walls and many clothed 
natives but with an unabashed sprinkling of the iindressed men from the 

remoter parts of the river, I have yet to see an the Sudanese 

wcraan. On striking feature of those bead-string wearing 

men is their extraordinarily long legs. — Never have seen the like, must 
check this with our anthropologist at Museum. The mendo not strike us 
(at least me, as immodest). Kiey Just fit naturally into the scenery, 
and surroundings in even the larger settlanents, and you, the other 
inhabitants and the people concerned themsleves, think nothing of it— • 


and that's true. 
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This is the raomiiig of the 3l3t of May, It opens warn and with a 
leaden sky, quite in contrast with the clear Hiooqlight overhead last 
night. That with the bright stars petea^ed out toward the horiaon, for 
over in the S, W. corner were cloud banks shot through with heat 
lightening from time to time. Off to the north and west were bright 
spots of fire (clearing land for cultivation) where during the daylight 
hours only palls of smoke were visible. As endless and as largely 
uninhabited as these vast swampy plains seem to be human activity is 


made visible in one way or another, Man is everywhere, though not yet 
occupying every square inch of our limited Earth’s surface. 

The night of the 31st was as uneventful as usual, and as usual 
with its bianps and grinds. About midnight we had a rude awakening, a terrific 
on bar or bank tliat almost parted us from our barges and house- “boats." 
Via just can't escape this method of steering us downstream with a push 
off this and then that bank. Our black captain does know his business, 
currents, charanels, shoals and bars and how to make them all work for 


him, 


We have to make so many sharp turns. As a swimmer in a narrow 


tank, giving himself a push with his foot against the wall, so we too 
work our way down stream, hast night the tewiserature wend down to SOdegrees 
but we were most comfojrtable. It is a peaceful, restful estperience 
gliding (and bumping) our way down the Nile. It is indeed the lotus-land 
of song story, and but for the urge to do, could be an opiate from 
»diich it would be difficult to awake, khile it lasts is msy not be too 
bad for us but forever,— let the l^gyptians have it. The output of htsaan 
energy evidenced 1:^ the Pyramids, which we have yet to see, must have 
been tronendous. It may be, as ELlswojrth Huntington argued, that the 
climate ath the height of the Bgyptian civiliaation was cooler and 


more temperate than today, but it is also a fact that in their way the 
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^erican engineers with ranch the sane labor available are achieving 
equally remarkable results with their oil-pipe lines and refineries 
in the hot climate of todays but whether they or their direct 
descendants could continue to do so here year after year is another 
question, fhe Pharoahs or at least the men about them must have been 
able men and executives to have done all th^ did in the d^ns of 
^Jlpt’s glory. 

The raeals aboard are simple and about idiat we’ve gotten elsewhere 
in Africa — Tea with hot milk, sugar, and on sweet wafer, at 6 a.m, or 
so. Breakfast at 8,— glass of fruit juice, bacon and two fried eggs, 
bread, butter, maimialade, coffee, milk and sugar. Lunch, (1:30) 
soup, cold fish or fish salad, meat course with potatoes (stew, steak 
or mutton, etc.) vegetables peas, string beans, white beans, or cari^ts 
dessert usually a chilled pudding (blanc mange?), turkish coffee, bread, 
and butter— Turkish coffee a thick, rather sweet brew, black as night, 
in a small after dinner coffee cup, half full of sedijaent like so much 
mud,— which you Just can’t drink. Dinner, 8 p,m. is lunch repeated, 
had spagetti instead of fish course today, potatoes, and carrots instead 
of the noon-time string beans. There is enough, but not too much food 
available;— the service is more expeditious t|}an any place we've dined 
in yet,— the bc^ are efficient and seem to want to have their work over 
with as soon as possible which seems to be !^ab as well as the American 
way. At It p.in, tea is served again, with sweet crackers; there’s plenty 
of it, milk and sugar, too. 
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I*Bi sure you folks would have liked this Nile trip. It's much 
like an ocean trip for restfulneas, but there's not the rocai to move 
about as on a larger ship yet you can rest and read and look about and 
rest again,— the opportunities for getting ashore to do minor 
collecting are not what I thought from past accounts of other travellers 
Miere these boats formerly stopped to take on wood for fuel,— th^ are 
steamezns,— today the boilers are all diesel- fired and stops at little 
towns or villages are scarcely ten minute or less affairs, — dropping or 
taking on a few things or people and moving on, Cki either side of the 
Nile channel that we are traveling the papyrus plants must be standing 
8 to 10 feet high above the water level so that you see no more 6han 
green walla with sky above, the muddy water and thesteamer and barges 
between. So far we've seen not too much native, or wild animal life, 
even though it's still dry season. In the wet, now over due, the 
animals which normally (in dry season) hug the river banks, scatter 
far over the land? and we've been lucky with our weather, --still no 
rain-made difficulties. Each day I expect to see the rains start, but 
the time is not yet. 
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yesterday’s stops included Shambe at 1 p.m, , and that night Adok 
11 p.m. to 1 a.m. Junel. Here also the crowds include all the types 
we’ve seen right along, the long legged, swarthy-black, very skinny 
»Neur'' people, and the Arabs who are everywhere, Hie Beur men vbslt a 
chain or girdle of beads around their middle, and maybe also a 
necMLace (bright red, green, yellow, white, blue there must have been 
I don’t recall it), and stiver earrings through the upper part of tlie 
ear, not the lobe as with the women. fj The Arabs all wear 
long white (occasionally blue cotton robed* and either 

a skull cap alone or under a turban. To make a landing 

the steamer thrusts one or another of the barges it’s pushing down 
stream at an angle onto the beach (shore) a crede gangway of two planks 
held together by cleats is put over, and then the swarming back arid 
forth starts, like a hurrying stream of busy ants from ship to shore 
and vice versai buying and bartering are the order of the day or hour,— 
for native mats, stools, goats (we are carrying a number I think I 
mentioned), chickens, freshly caught fish, garden vegetables, sugar cane etc 
We got a fair variety of fresh vegetables, carrots and greens, and even 
ripe tarastoes. At breakfast twice now we’ve had slided watermelon. 

It's an almost variety idien ripe, and sweet. 

Adok was about the noisest place yet encountered. place is an 

important trading ’’post" for stout, rolled up mats or idmt we might call 
porch curtains or blinds. The %3rptians use them that way, for roofing 
base, house partitions, light fences 8«id idiat not. Hereabouts the 
natives make them, and the Arab traders aboard buy then. (Most of the 
crew and mess boys seem to b e traders working on the str, for the ’’free” 
ride and trading opportunities) The mats are carted aboard and carried 
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down the river, I*d like to follow thm through to their ultimate 
destination, I >.was told that a large mat or roll, 6 x 10 feet ♦ 
sells for 15 piasters {hS cents) here at river side. Ttwsre is a lot 
of noisy bidding and bargaining, and in the 3 hours that we were 
here sane 100, perhaps 200 mats were picked up by the ''traders.*' A 
number of hold-outs did not want to accept the low prices offered, but 
most of l^ese caved in vdien the steamer wiiistled its impending 
departure, (Is 30 a.m.). I feel sorry for these up river natives, the 
buyers have the upper hand the steamer conlyoanes once in two weeks, 
and if you do not come to 'the trader's terms, your mat, which represents 
hours of work is left in your harjds and the dealer tiaa bought your 
neighbors' mats instead of yours. At home we have a number of palm 
(luala) mats from the South Pacific, costing Shipping hone perhaps a 
couple of dollars each. They measure from 2-1/2 * 6 or 7 feet to 
It X 8 or so. In Bullsch's Pasadena store the price was 50 cents a 
square foot for the identical things or was in 19^8 vhm I was last 
in California (not counting a hurried two weeks last Febniary). 

The steamer has oneSmall search light that illuminated but a 

/ 

very small part of the dirt bank that fomried the landing stage. How 
the purchaser could see^^at he was getting was beyond me, but mats were 
unrolled, rolled up atain and brought aboard. It was a fantastic sight, 
each native with one or more rolled up mats standing six, eight, and I 
want to say 10 feet up in the air beside him, like a forest of dead 
^diite tree trunks minus their branches, in the half illiiminated, half 
Stygian darkness. The hubbub and the sound was that of the tower of 
Babel twice compounded. I was almost moved to buy several but there 
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was no way for me to get then back to the States without a lot of trouble, 
too much to make them worth the wliile. As you know from boat we 
transfer to train around the cataract before taking the boat again. But 
one can buy an awful lot of work for very little cash in the Upper Nile 
countiy. 

Before lunch this day June 1 at llsii5 p.m. we tied up at Buffalo 
Cape (in parenthesis on the chart posted on the upper deck, “Fangak Kir")« 

A repetition of the place previously visited,— the thatched huts and 
native dwellings, maybe a little differently disposed back from the shore, 
but with the life, and iabits, smells and sounds pretty much the same. 

Since the day after Mongalla, part of June 30 through June 1, all we've 
seen of shore vegetation has been largely paps^rus,— miles and miles 
and better than two whole days of it. (kiewonders wliy these plants are 
not being used for paper iuanufacturej the old Egyptians didj and sure 
enough before the first world war the Germans tried their hands at it, 
but dismantled, wrecked or blew up the plant with the advent of the war. 

If pursued, the &iglish, or the Egyptian government might be able to 

turn up some records} the place they had their Tactoryj^ was Lake No, [Yea, "Mo.**] 

Tenperature quite late at night June 1 was 8ii degrees though I 
was not awake at the time a brief stop was made at Tonga. These names 
will help trace the Nile chajinels we traversed. By the morning of June 
2nd we had passed out of papyrus land. The shores were drier, and with 
grass and occasional, and at tiiaes scattered trees and ajiall groves of them* 

Above I should have put in that at C^e Buffalo the most striking 
thing was the long piles of three foot long wood, sticks or rather tzninks 
of small trees perhaps 3**U Inches in diameter. They still are used for 
firewood but no longer to generate steam on the river boats, most are 
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now oil fired (steam boilers), but few old wood burners are left. 

Wood is too scarce and too much needed for hcane cooking in native hutsj 
and in the galley aboard too. Mmt tliis Arab cook of ours can't turn 
out on t^iat old wood burning kitchen range is a caution, very, very, 
tasty dinners, occasionally pastries that you'd like to have more of. 

¥e could use him in the States. Also at Cape Buffalo were large sacks 
of dura, kaffir corn, sorghum to us, liad sorghwi syrup this noon over 
a number of tiny cream puff like pastries, minu^he filling and they 
were good had six but the waiter moved the platter to the next table} 
happily I should say. I shouldn't eat so mucii in places where I can't 
cljmb on the scales (haven't seen my weight in two months, and believe 
it's still as beforefi hope]). 

Five a.ra. saw Attar, and all I could see was a large metal roofed 
church little way back fran shore. Not a church I learned later but 
a goverrment secondary school (high school about) that has under the 
same roof a Protestant as well as Catholic chapel! An American missionary 
told me that the Sudan governtrient p>ay5 about 3A the cost of the schools 
and schooling, the native, and resident children get} there seem to be 
few primary schools, and higher as well that are purely state run and 
build, Hiis Attar school seems to be one of then and wisely caters to 
both faiths} Moslems have their own schools, but government which has 
so little of schools and quadified teachers does pay 3/U expences, 

buildings, furnisiiings and teachers' salaries. I think it's grand, 
wise and far seeing. How much is due to English influence I do not know. 
How long it will continue is anybody's guess. Full independence comes 
to the Sudan in '56. Already Arabic must be taught in all schools as 
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the national tongue in addition to any others used or taught; I think 
it *3 a backward step. Mien the world nseds a universal language and 
Sbglish is the best available because trade, and the American 

G. I, has taken it to the far cornears of this small earth of ours; this 
small, new independent country gets so nationalistic that it cuts its 
nose off to spite its face. The North is very English in speech, 
because of the long English occupation, the south was largely Arabic 
as far as official language went, and now all^s to be Arabic, iuftien, 
for purely selfish reasons, catimercial and educational (the world 
literature, scientific and otherwise, is largely English) English should 
be fostered and retained whether the Sudanese (or the Egyptians love 
the Ihglish [Britishers 0 or not). les, I do want to do an article 
on English as a universal language the first chance I get, 

June 2, 1955 

7 a.ra. Obail another anall stop, the two young missionary girls 
went ashore here. Last night was cooler 78 degrees. This morning 
over cast and with little rain, the rainy season is over due. At 9i30 
we put in at Kalakalj Here we have the residence of the territorial 
governor, it is a thriving community of some 15,000 people, blacks, 
Nuers, Shilluks, and Arabs and a few white missionaries, Arabs and 
Egyptians, an imposing mosque out of a tan colored stone 6hat 
dominates the entire town and country side. Along the water front is 
a^sea-^mll*' against which are tied quite a number of steamers, mostly 
freight and a number of launches, also an air strip and field with 
tower, experimental agricultural farm, and the headquarters of the 
Egyptian Irrigation Department, a .joint (international) affair between 
the government concerned with the waters of the Nile, The %yptian 
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Army Col. aboard undertook to show us about town. He paid his respects 
to the governor who warned that we should be careful with picture 
taking as some natives resent it. T(fe did snap the Mosque however. A 
little later the Col. took Baker and myself to call on the deputy 
irrigation inspector, also an l^^tian (the chief was away on a field 
trip). He took us to his sui!?>tously furnished hcaae, served us cold 
lemonade (with soda) and then proceeded to show us the town in his 
station wagon. That's how we saw the air field, the addition built to 
the local power plant. He was goint to take us out to the experimental 
farm vhen the steamer whistle blew for departure. By the time we got 
back to landing place, it was out in midstream. The inspector said 
not to woryy, he'd run us all the way to iOisrtoum if necessary, so we 
went to the Irrigation Dept.'s, landing, and while they were warming 
up a launch, another of the same department came along ar.d took us out 
to our steamer. The Sextons, who went up town shopping, while we went 
to the Irrigation Dept, were aboard and thought we were, too. Muen 
they discovered we were not and couldn't make themselves quite clear to 
our Arabic crew, whose English is limited. Boy said "I was nearer being 
sick tisan anytime on the trip." All's well that ends well and w® are 
moderately enjoying today's 99 degree terai’erature. Really, it's not as 
bad as it sounds. It's true that I have to put a piece of paper under 
ity forearm to keep it from sticking to this thin paper, but I'm still 
wearing the undershirt under my sport shirt that I put on in the cool 
(sic) of the morning. Not till this munute was I conscious of having it 
on. •Don’t be too energetic, sit in the shade and the tenpreature won't 
bother you. The Humidity (?) which must certainly be less than at home 
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at this temperature, I have no way of telling. had scsme little rain 
going ashore in Malakal, a little, while coming out in the launch and 
quite a sprinkle during lunch after returning to thfe steamer. Almost 
wore ny virtually unused rain-coat ashore, but later was glad I did 
not. 

For lunch I requested one of the large lit inch or more in diameter 

r 

p- 

flat cakes or pancakes of bread made for the crew. It looks like and 
is prepared like the Mexican tortilla, and much like it our to sorghum 
(coarse ground) flour, tastes like southern com pone made with bit 
of sour dough from day before as this is also. Hot bad at all but 
ever so much more filling than our white bread which also baked aboard 
is also very good and substantial tasting. 

Kodok we made at 3i30 p.m. June 2. There was the usual crowd 
ashore, and aboard. Rodok is the watermelon center hereabouts, at 
least so it locked, geveral hundred (I did not count then) were 
lying on the fore shore, before we left nearly all of them nfere aboard, - 
the same whitish center ones we had earlier but if anytiiing sweeter. 

Just for ducks I counted the number of individuals that went ashore 
at this place, -“150 mostly in Arab costume, but I did not get the chance 
to count then back aboard again. They may represent 2/3 of the number 
of people aboard this steamer and its h passenger carrying barges. If 
I get the chance 1*11 try to check this. 

Three p.m, June 3 found us bartering (our crew) with tne natives 
at K^ka, Here the specialty seemed to be hand made wicker stools of 
which a number were brought aboard j 6 p.m, we tied up at Salem Banga 
idiere I did not / observe much business at all unless it was to discharge 
a passenger or two or take d»n one. Without the ability to speak Arabic, 



hanks of rope are also a great trade article. We gave rope for 
watermelons at Kodak* 
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it’s not easy to learn vAiat’s going on in this floating ant-hill 
the running back and forth over theplank gang-way with the various 
articles of food and trade being carried back and forth is more ant-like 
than human. Have I already made this ccsnparison, [jfes you will have 
guessed I’m having ball point pen (or pencil) trouble, lost two good 
ones, and have now dredged an old one. I used in France frcwi the 
botton of my brief case,— both ’’writing" and "pencil" seem to get 
worse as the trip progresses. Sorry. 3 At Salem Banga there is a 
large Catholic mission but we saw little evidence of it. A protestant 
missionary came down to the water’s edge to tall^o a construction man, 
Penn, dutchnan, name of Pollock who works out of Malakal. Has been 
here 5 years and goes from mission to superintend construction of 
buildings by native labor, has a half dozen trained versatile natives 
■(dio can handle plumbing, painting, carpentry, iron sroithins and cement 
work, and instruct other natives in these tasks besides doing the 
more difficult parts of jobs themselves. Natives in the capacities 
get 69-70 piasters a day (|1,80 to$2.10); the more eoiranon labor they 
instruct or directly supervise get about 6 plasters a day (18 cents) 
in this part of the Nile the more isolated places to 8a day (2li cents) 
in places like Malakal. We did not stay long in Salem Banga, 

This day was one of the wannest yet, 98 degrees in the shade, 99 
in our roctn where, though fan was blowing, I believe was hotter because 
of it, — the motor housing gets /// pretty warm, yet you must have the 
breeze engendered by fan or boat motion otherwise you would really notice 
the heat (humidity must b^ow though). 
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Long about 8:30, shortly after we sat down to supper an upward 
bound steamer halted near us and we sent over in our row boat dinghy, 
the man who checked our tickets when we got aboard this steamer. It 
seems that he is the steamboat dampanjr’s '‘inspector” for the stretch 
from here to Juba. I can't believe that rather forsaken looking 
Salem Banga has anything to do with boundaiy lines, it's just 4 ^^$ 
that upward and downward bound steamers happen to pass in this neighborhood 

6/it/55 

Almost pleasant teiaoreature contrast with yesterday. 8U degrees 
at 6 a.m. nndovercast at 7, a light shower. The rainy season is late 
and but feebly trying to assert itself. Each day the river or at least 
the channel of it that we are traversing is getting wider, the days 
except this forenoon, warmer, and the grass more parched and dried out 
looking. The level land back to the scattered trees is quite yellow 
looking because of the dried grass, the soil is no longer so much 
black dobie, trees are getting more plentiful but never forming anything 
resembling a forest or wood lot such as we have at home no longer exists 
herej it must have in the past. It does seem that reforestation should 
be attempted. To think of it why don’t they try eucalyptus. Pollock 
says it does grow well, and there are 3<xn plantings about the missions. 

■nie Belgian s have gone in heavily for eucalyj^tus for fire wood, and 
I«ve seen some shed trusses built of it reinforced with thin sheet iron 
that from the looks of it had been hammered flat from old gasoline drums. 
(This was at Mulungu in the Congo, ) 


trr- * 


byn^ a3i»g a bity^ Howevar, thie^ftore wm 
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are ra/ longer ^ dally occu^wnoo, 

Before lunch the sun was out again,-- -we made Jebelem where we left 
our oil-tank barge and cargo barge, so now there are just It passenger 
carrying ones with us, the one on which m live and sleep to the left of 
the steamer proper and the second and two third class ones that are being 
pushed along before it, %e first hills of any consequence were some 
distance back of the thatohed hut settlanfent, — rathar abrupt, sides (?) 


irregularly shaped hills,— but too far away to pick off a piece of the , 
material of idiich they are composed, I am, bowevw, continuing gathering 
soil samples here and there, but because we had planned to fly from Entebbe 
to Juba, all nets and tanks went home fron Entebbe, I’d liked to have had 
a few Nile fish for the Museum. The one th^ call the **calf” is very, very 
excellent eating, well favored, and virtually without bones. The wider 
river is shoalier here, scarcely 5 feet and to get turned about and back 
into the channel a smaller steamer, perhaps kept here for tug-boat 
purposes tied up alongside to assist us out to mid stream. For a couple 
of hours one of the deck hands has been sounding along side with a bamboo 
iQf pole,— five feet touches bottom, occasionally there’s less and we 
buH^j idong a bit. However, the shore caress of the several days gone, 
are no longer a daily ooourronoe. A few more hours to auppeo*, one more 
night aboard and we shall be in Koati, idiere next mid d«y we take the 
train for Khai*toian, I’m afraid it will be too late for you to join us 
so close to homej «jd I do wonder sosehow things are going with you folks, 
and hope they are well with you, your family, and ejqjectationa. Tou know, 
Mrs. Bredin I had hoped you would assist with note taking if only with 
copies of letters hesne. We’ve needed a fuller day to day account, and 
I do have more notes than I’ve committed to paper here, but not as many 
as I would have liked. However, the pictures will fill in a gap, 
both visually and mentally. I know that you will be as anxious to s ee 
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than as we Are, but it will be a little while before we get them all 
developed, listed and organized, lifiiat we send home now,— evwything 
since Bukavu in the Congo will go hy air from Khaeoum it wii (fan see 

/ r 

I . 

it (the film) aboard a plane there. We all dread the effects of the 

I 

sun if the film is left lying around under its intense raya.‘ 

From 10 last evening until 8 this momigg we lay below the r,r, 

/ 

/ 

draw bridge close to Kosti, We are now unloading to the train for 
Khartoum where I shall mail this. It*s being sealed now. From Caizv 
I hope to send you a few words more. 

I shall ever be grateful to you for ^ost wonderful esqperience, 

. 

and for seme very worthidiile specimens of African animal life. 

/ f 

! 

with kindest regards to you all, I 



Sincerely, 


WLS 


Notes On back of letter ; it aboard a plane, or else at Cairo 
idiere there is a ?,¥,A. hme every day. Otherwise we shall try 
the diplomatic pouch at the Bnbassy. 
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started in Beni, 
mailed Bukavu 
May II 4 , *55 

I^ar B 3 ruoe and Mra« Bredin, 

How time flies, so fast it seems I shall never catch np with the 
letters I siKJuld be writing you. I an not unmindful of the many things 
I owe to you, but there Just do not seem to be enough hours in the day 
to do all that should be done* 

I left you last time with our returning to Stanleyville to start 
on our cross country auto trip, with first stop at Nia^Hia or Kya Nya 
as it is variously spelled. The pronunciation is something else again,- 
a sort of contradiction when I try to reproduce it phonetically— the 
German yes, -and no, one after the other, **flein-Yah!“, with I must confess, 
a nasal sound given the "Mein. ” On the road vie had our first auto 
trouble j a spring shackle bolt gave way and then either as a result, 
or Just happen sttince, the left rear shock absorver had to come loose. 

We limped along for some miles (kilometers) and fortunately came upon 
a filling station and repair shop way out in the sticks? 152 miles 
(2ii5 kilometers) ort from Stanl^ille. He did a weld Job on the 
shock absorter and found a spring bolt of the right size, -a quite 
primitive, yet quite complete repair shop. There will be sane pictures of 
this delay — Baker gathered mites from the roadside vegetation aid I poked 
through the leaf mould in the nearby woods (forest) while repairs 
were being made. They cramped our style for the day as we had to make 
Nia-Nia before too late in the day, as it was, it was close to 8 p.ra. 
However, we did sample a few streams in passing, and with local native 
help got a crab and a few shrimps. 

The hotel at Nia-Nia is old, how old I cannot say, but it certainly 
goes back to the colonial days of this country, at least the plumbing does. 
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Baker and I room together, and the flush system didn't function, and 
as we have since found, the basin had only one spigot cold, as in 
about all the places we've stopped so far, except in Paulis the next 
place on our itinerary, and the Sabena Guest House idiere we lived while 
in Stanl^nrille. This last was the newest and most modern in all 
respects, but strictly an overnite place for the plane (Sabena) 
passengers, -beds, tables, chairs, but just a rack with four attached 
coat hangers for clothes, no dressers or chest of drawers of any kind,- 
there was a low stand for a suitcase, -and shower aixi toiled, tiled, - 

all well lighted which few of the places have been. 

Dinner in Nia Nia was good, we were tired and hungry, the usual 
meal, soup, a cold fish course, meat and potatoes, and cheese for 
dessert (sometimes one gets a pudding f small slice of cake 

(such as it is in same places) or a banana. The great problem 
everyidiere is drinking water. Dr. Sexton brought along some iodine 
tablets with ^diich one can safely sterilize (for drinking purposes) 
even very polluted water , if allowed to sit for a half hour after 
the tablet has been dropped in,-with an occasional ahake,-l to a qt. 
Have I written all this— Tetraglyoine hydroperiodide (Wallace & Tieman 
Inc., Belleville 9, New Jersey)? Works like a cham, at very first 
you may notice a slight iodine taste but later not at alii it's just 
grand to have when you HM. can't be sure of even the boiled water 
one finds in rooms and on dining tables. We each carry a canteeni 
at meals one buys mineral "soda” water j that's standard and safe. 

When I went to fill my canteen in the Nia-Nia hotel from the tap, 
everybody (the hotel personnel) was horrified and insisted that I take 
boiled water fran kitchen or dining room table. They would not accept 
my explanation of how our tablets would render it fit to drink. We 
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used mosquito nets over beds in langaiabi, and here again. We also 
learned that the electric lights or rather generator, goes off towaixi 
midnight until the following eveningi the hotels up country as this 
one at Nia-Nia is, have limited power plants, I forgot to say that 
the "rooms" are in a separate bldg, a row of about six little apts,- 

. r~l ~j 1 .:,,;. 

! ; i 


quite complete set up but yet primitive, furniture of such heavy wood 
that you can scarcely move it. there were twi bldgs, of apts,, 6 each, 
and the main bldg, where we ate of massive stuccoed stone work,- 
what I would call old Spanish type. Everything according to Congo 
standai^ 2nd or possibly 3rd class. Bed linens were clean and 
spotless in about all places! table linens too. Th^ are great on 
clean laundry; napkins usually large, pure white, and at times stiff 
as a board. 

Next morning, headed for (27th) Paulis our principal objective 
on this hop. Knowing what I know now, bet. better hotels make one 
long haul instead of break at half way to gain time for some 
collecting. Do this by radiating out on one or more days from the better 
place. Paulis is typical of most of the "larger" places (I have 
difficulty getting population figures), wide, dirt streets, massive 
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one story stone, cemented structures, usually arcaded (with porches) 
and separate one from anottMr,-real colonial reminiscent of Latin 
American frontier towns, Ctae hotel in Paulis, La Pontineril, 

props, name, I understand) was really first c^ass, running hot 
and cold water in each room, electric light that want off at midnite 
tho and fine clean appointments, furniture, linen and service. 

However, V. C.s were in separate roans or closets, as was bathtub, 
with hand shoiesr, too. Nothing to complain of, continental type of 
place. All help is black everywhere and mostly barefooted; in }K>tel£ 
garbed in clean white cotton, usually white robe, red sash and red 
fez, when headgear is worn, — these are the waiters; the other help 
roan boys are usually nondescript in dress; here in Paulis, too. 

For perhfips 6 bed roans one tub but it and room were pxKunptly 
policed and put in shape, spick and span, and after a long auto ride 
everybody took a turn. Here we saw the scheduled Manghetu dance. 

Though put on as occasion demands, the natives put it on with great 
zest and I believe, welcome the opportunity to go “native** once in 
a while; young and old participate, gr^haired gran^others and 
fathers, down to a few toddlers, singing, shouting, dancing, gyrating, 
with wild but simple rlythmie beating of drums horn tooting, and 
idiat not. The orchestra was ssnall but effective. The natives marched 
and danced in a large circle,— »inner and larger one of men, the 
warriors with parephanalia, shields, bows, and arrows, spears; the 
outer one Just a short line 30-lt0 waaen , -segment of a circle, for 
a time the whole lot would gather to one side, either side of orchestra 
and individual dancers would strut their stuff, before the idiole 
as3enft}lage. Me have, X believe, a superlative movie of it all, sound 
recorded too, that you will enjoy as much as we did the perfomance. 
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These natives in their way run to as many characters and types as you 
will meet on a New York street, jolly, seidous, haughty, proud, happy 
go-lucky, fat, thin, and crippled (tho few of the latter). Though in 
costume they come mostly on bikes, some in autos, others UM afoot. 

The participating black population, several hundred it appeared, took 
the day off frcxn work, went to dance place in costmes scanty to be 
true, but colorful, like so many Shriners to a Shrine convention parade, 
and in much the same spirit , -holiday getogether of the tribe and clan. 

The present chief is fat and portly, much like a colored Harlem politician, 
with horn rimmed glasses. We argued whether he wore them because he 
needed them or as some badge of office, or something that put him in 
or with the «white« intellectual class j anyway the glasses looked out 
of place in a tribal dance of this sort. shall assemble pictures 
at S.I. (Smithsonian) as soon after our return as possible, but it 
will be a little time yet. Hope you can be patient a while longer 

for some of the pictorial results. 

The afternoon after the dance and lunch in Paulis headed for 
Hiangara, a stop on way to next main objective, Oangala-na-Bodio , 
the elephant training center, this was an afternoon of April 28th. 

Hiangara is smaller, cheaper edition of Paulis, small country town 
as compared with larger center, and with one, 5th rate hotel I should 
say. It was and is for all the world like a (way) back country hotel, 
or lodging place in Brazil, and curiously enough here, run by a 
Portugese, and his family} everything was crude to say the least. 

This would be another stop I should skip by to get on to next place. 
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Gangala-na~Bodia is vrell worth a visit, but you pioneer \ihea you go. 

Though th^ are building a guest house to be finished, I believe, next 
year, they are hardly prepared for visitors. We were given the run 
Of a small house rather bare of everything, including furniture, but 
enough chairs and beds, including a couple of cots moved in. We had 
permission from headquarters, governor of colony and from National 
Parka head, van Straelen in Bruxelles, so we were given a friendly 
welcOTne, within their "power" to put us up. The kitchen was a little 
house in the "back-yard" with black "b<^" and helper to cook, wait on 
us, and make beds. But food? Ihe man who arranged autos and hotel 
stops was supposed to see that this was provided, but failed to do 
so. Flour for bread, they let us have at the Station, but except for 
srane odds and ends in our car trunk that we carried for emergencies, 

Nescafe, etc,, we had to depend on the native "cantinai" so they called 
it, though name is Spanish as can be. The black shop keeper had a 
miscellaneous but limited lot of canned goods, crackers, toast in cans, 

"hot dogs" canned in Belgium, U cans Canpbells soup frcm the States, 
some of Libby* 8 canned fruits, strawberry preserves in glass, just two 
of then though, 3 little cans of milk and also Nescafe, we about bought 
him out. The cans were old and in part rusty, dusty and battered. 

You punched at the tops to be sure they were not "bloaters" and you ate 

and enjoyed the ccnitents. We did and had a grand time eating in the 

half-dark, by the light of a Colesnan lantern hung from a wire from the 

ceiling in the next, front rocan. Tes, dishes of a sort were there, 

and had linens, clean and in plenty. As we have, since leaving Stanlesnrlllo 

we slept under mosquito nets. They've been the rule since. As aroujih 

and ready as we found everything, it was a treat and a lark, and you 
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would have enjoyed roughing it for the two nights we spent here, as 
much as in a wilderness area (by pack train) back home. Your youngsters 
would have enjoyed the 3 eighteen months old baby elephants} they were 
fun to watch and occasionally wanted to shave you around, too, just 
as funny as the little elephant in Kipling's "how the elephant got his 
trunk? Here again you'll see what we saw in a movie, -the elephants 
bathing, their grunts of satisfaction on ccmiing out and the elephant 
song by the keeper, on the way back to their feeding pens (for the 
smaller ones) and feeding stations (chained to posts for the larger 
ones, I believe sane 26 elephants in the lot we saw. One of the 
babies was afraid of the water and scarcely got its feet wet, the 
other two tumbled one another around in the water just as any two of 
your youngsters of about same sise would do at any bathing resort. 

Tte elephant song is used to quiet sick elephants idien th^ want 
them to lie down. I can't att«i?)t a rendition here, but we also have 
it on a tape, thanks^to you and what you did to make this very 
wonderful trip possible. Vty conscience bothers me, that I am here and 
you folks are not, especially when I think of the highlight of the 
wlKjle trip,— the day in the Garamba Nat'l Park (30th), not open to 
tourists but for which Dr. van Straelen opened the "gates" for us. 

He la the top man in the Belgian Nat, Park Service and also the 
Director of the Museum in Belgium, He wrote ahead and we were 

expected and received literally with open arms by the director of this 
park (a real wild like area) that i*uns all the way to the Anglo- Sgjjptian 
Sudan border, a huge place of which we were able to see but a amall 
part, in the day we were there. Believe it, or not, we walked within 
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90 feet of a huge \diite rhino, and Sexton for a snap shot, with 
the director, to within IjO feet! When we got out of the auto he 
was standing under a tree, '‘fooling" around, preparing to lie down. 

When he got doina, the director, Marc Michi, and native guide went up 

to within 1*0 feet, Sexton went up to them to photo it, ^*ile rest of 

us stayed little farther back with the movie camera. Then Miseh went 

up closer and waked up the rhino and it lumbered off. Not a gun in 

the party or in the auto, which must have been 3-1*00 yds. back of us 

i« the road, two wheel tracks in the grass. Mischfi knows his rhinos j 

says th^ are perfectly harmlesa if not directly bothered or teased; 

has been ^ong a grodp of than in his auto so close that his wife 

could touch them from the side of the Jeep in which he took us into 

this restricted area. Wejren't those recent exeitftdg looking pictures 

of a man photoing a rhino close up, in Life, of a white rhino? If 

so th^ had first to make it mad to stage what they did. Mishi 

sa^ MacLeod, chief game warden in Uganda bears him out on the general 

inoffensiveness of the rhinos, but with the black rhino th^*ve 

had no ejqperienoe and are unable to comment. The elephant, he says, 

is the only dangerous animal and pertiaps wouldn’t be except for the 

fact that natives do hunt than up on the Sudan border where the 

elephants have learned that man is an enemy. On foot, Mischa says that 

he doesn't like to encounter them. Yes, we should have some good 

photos here, too, but no sound, we kept very quite through it all— 

no talking (that is very little, in whispers, -or by signs). Seeing is believing 
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Mr, Mich4 could not do too much for us. After the forenoon 

"exploring** for pictures of wild animals he took ua home to lunch. 

The layout and architecture, especially interiors, of the home 

the Oovernment builds for its administrators are worth a trip to the 

Congo alone, — fraught with ideas for interior decorating, 

and proportions of rooms, most of than most pleasing. This is one 

phase of the tjrip we've overlooked and not until I write this to you 

at this late date do I think of it. Van Straelen‘s name works magic 

in the government reservations and would do so again for you if you 

should come this way to see what we've seen and shall try to 

reproduce for you pictorially. I'd love to have you have lunch at 

Michi's place and I know he and his wife would extend you the same 

hospitable welcome given us. Yes, this park and these people and 

their home was the highlight of the trip,— not to forget walking 

(almost) with that white rhino •'look Ma no guns**, either. I would 

that I could have made the same e3q>erience, yours. After anothiKT 

sleep under the mosquito nets at Gangala and a Coleman lantern lit 

ii. breakfast at 5 a.m. we lit out for Hioka, one of our longest daily 

hops — 300 miles, and no time for stops, 

Tes, I'm way ahead of myself. Though much disappointed in the 

shrimp returns as sudh, we are making scientific hay. Of course 

est 

the omnipresent mites will locrni large/in our ultimate reports on 
results, — and these microscopic organisms can be found in 

great variety and on most species of plants , wild and cultivated if 
not sprayed,— and tropical plant mites have gone virtually without 
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attention up till now. In a considerable degree your expedition is 

pioneering this field of study in central Africa. Also we stop as 

we have time to sample this and that stream, for its shrimp population 

with^)// our fine meshed dip nets and seine. tJe are a bit at wrong 

season for taking them, the waters are too high, the natives ss^. We 

are at the tail end of the raii^y season; it's the dryer months that 

the^ concentrate in the deeper holes of the water courses and can theh 

be fished in quantity. So they say. We have practically no large 

rather 

shrimp, -but small ones, a/common well known African species from a 
number of streams, a few crabs, a number of small fish and insects. 

The best returns next to mites and related to things parasitic, have 
been with the small mammals, wild rats < and mice, and a couple of 
squirrels. The Belgian research lab at Bukavu (Costenaansville) made 
available to us one of their best trained Ck>ngolese taxidermists, 
and he is a wcaiderfully helpful boy,-oheerful and hard working,— 
speaks no English, and when he knows what's wanted needs no second 
telling. Each night he puts out a line of small traps, whidu we brought 
along, each morning he gathers than in. Sometimes we get nothing, 
sometimes one, occasionally 2-3, if the ants haven't gotten at them, 
before he has. The gongo ants, especially the am^ ants, make short 
work of everything edible. We also have an 8 gal. tank pretty well 
filled with fish from Lake Albert, at Kaser^, and Lake Edward at 
Ishango. At both these places there is a rather successful fresh-water 
fishery. Though we enjoyed a couple of meals of delicious fish at 
the latter place, including cold fried fish for breakfast l It tasted 
better than you think. 
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We spent the night of May 1st and breakfast and lunch of May 2nd 
at Nioka,-also a motel type of place- two rows of brick pavilions, they 
call than here, and at the head, the dinigg hall, lounges, 

bar, and service facilities. The lodges, or little houses, had ante 
room, bed roan and bath, with toilet (most places the latter is apart 
and sometimes out of the back door). Meals are more generous as to 
variety and helpings the further you’re away frcsn the larger towns, 
it seems. Here in Nioka for the first time delicious ripe papayas for 
breakfast,— strawberries for dessert at dinner. The hot water system 
though customary, as we have learned, struck us as unique— small 
ccsnpact brick hearth (or furnace?) with 
above. When heated good and hot in 
it stays sufficiently warm till the / 

i 

bath or shaving though the nights get 
so they seem. At "ft 70 or 72 degrees outside the water stays warm 
enough for bath and shaving. Beside the hot water drws is one for 
cold water, both are piped to the proper spigot inside house, and 
though tub, (showers are rare) has hot and cold, the wash basin usually 
has cold tap only. It rained the afternoon, evening, and night at 
Nioka clearing by morning for the run to Bunia where we were to have 
the cars (auto and truck) serviced, but the Ford place, a very bu^ one 
was too busy to take us on. And since we’ve had a little oil pirnip 
trouble which will have to be attended to at first opportunity. Bunia 


‘1 


/■ f 


an oil drum 
the evening 
morning for 
ooolish, or 


was intermediate stop on our way to the Kasenyi fishery already 
mentioned above. We arrived in Bunia at U*30 p.m. on the 2nd left 
next morning ( ) for Kasexiyi. It’s here we got a good haul 

of fish as the fish boat had just ccme in,— later in the morning the 
fishermen hauled my little seine for me and netted a number of smaller 
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fishy young and other than oomraercial species and a few shrimp. Most 
of our work here was done in the rain,— one of the few dasrs so far 
that we've been a little inconvenienced by it w spent the afternoon 
headed for Mont Hoyo and its famed (in Africa) grottoes j-they are 
mentioned in the Guide I sent you. 

The latter part of the road to Mt. Hoyo was through dense dark 

forest. Crossing the road in one place was a column of army ants, 

swaarming through rows of protecting warriors y were the workers. Even 

stepping over them had its minor risks. One or more of the warriors 

or soldier caste may get on your shoes and climb up. I got one bite 

in the back and Baker tried collecting (scooping up) a few in a 

work 

vial got nipped in the finger, dropping the vial, but for quick/on 
the part of a native standing by we would have lost th^ (the ants 
in the vial) and he got several nips before he got the lid on. Plastic 
vials yidiich we are carrying, have little caps instead of stoppers or 
corks. This matter of natives — ^you can stop nowhere, or scarcely ever 
but two or three or a village full collects about you. They are 
onnipresent , huts in the woods and in the open every little stretch, 
near to, or further from the road. Miybe their ears are exceedingly 
sharp, their eyes keen. They must be, for they alwsys turn up. Often 
to be of some assistance, as with these ants, with hauling our little 
seine, and even giving you distances or directions— there are few road 
signs in sme parts of the Cor^o (more and better in others though) 
and our driver between French and English speaks at least two of the 
commoner native languages of which Swahili is the principal one. One 
time we had trouble with battery and starting and the passing natives 
helped with a push. Also natives are always traveling the road, with 
produce, firewood, jugs, jars, aixi gourds of water, bowls, pots, and 
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pans scKi what not on their heads, taking things hone or to market. 
Bwerything in the world, not too bulky or heavy is head borne; yes, 
have seen sizeable tree tinink so carricKjl, but the oddest is a single 
quart wine bottle or is it a fifth here (liter probably) standing upright 
on a black head and perfectly balanced although the carrier was moving 
along at a good clip. 

At one point on the Hoyo rd. a giant tree had been felled. At 
20 ft, up must have been at least 3-i» feet in diameter and in totfsl 
length, (I stepped off all or most of the sections into which had been 
cut, srane 135-lliO or 150 feet high, if not more. Ht. Hoyo is a striking 
place, a sort of Rocky Mt. rustic camp, wide plank sided cabins, sane 
double, some single, and not too maiQr all told with drum-tanks for 
water, hot and warm in tubs, but with pitcher and basin, face washing 
facilities, and one of the few places where there were noil mosquitoes. 

Was coolish here too, VSe had hoped to arrive for lunch, but did get 
there ahead of dinner, after idiich we visited with Coleman lanterns 
and flashlight one of the caves, an eerie place in the dark. There 
were only two other couples here, one with twin babies in baby buggy 
and folding pen. Hie place cannot accommodate very many. It is quiet, 
picturesque, high up with view to west across a valley, and over the 
forest flrom the clearing about ii^ich the cabins sit. I*m sure you'd 
like this above most of the places seen so far. After collecting 
the caves or grottoes, I wished we'd planned at least a week here. 

In a stream in one cave got a single crab, -I'd liked to iave gotten 
more, -some isopods (pill bugs), and a host of roachlike, blind insects,- 
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an altogether fruitful place frcwi the animal aide. Belgian expeditions 
have more completely worked these caves, but these are our first museum 
specimens from this place. There are said to be at least six kinds 
of bats in all the caves taken together, but I doubt if we got more 
than 2 or 3 kinds, kfon’t be able to tell till they are studied 

back home. The caves are extensive and, as with scsne of our caverns 
back home in the Virginia and West Virginia hills, have never been 
fully explored. The late afternoon, lith May, proved a welcome break 
to the road work we»d been doing. We wanted to stay over another day, 
but were afraid we might nof find rocro at Kutwanga if we passed up 
our reservations there. Got away at 1* P.M. , reached Mutwanga at 
about eight p.m. Here at Mutwanga we did get a full days rest (the 5th) 
frcsn travel, but spent it in reorganizing our gear, repadiing and 
labelling, collections and getting overhauled generally. No collections 
were attempted except by Baker vho examined the plantings about the 
hotel, and as usual never failed to turn up a lot of mites. Early a.m, 
on the 6th we took to the road again for Ishango.in the northern sector 
of the %bert Nat'l. Park, an area also closed to tourists, but to 
idiich van Straelen gave us free and unhampered entry, guide and all 
facilities. As in Qangala-na-Bodio we had to bring along food enough 
for our me^s. Cook and house boy live on place and care for 
the guest houses of which there are two besides cook and dining 
building, and in which sane 8 people can be put up. Kerosene was 
only light at night except for our Coleman and battery lamps. No tubs 
here but showers with hot (frtxn kitchen) and cold water, comfortable beds 
but again no bed nets, -houses are screened, though. 
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Ishango is a really unspoiled place. We visited the lake fishery 
(Lake Edward) and obtained more fish specimens, but they are like those 
of Lake Albert, as the lakes are connected by the Semliki river, the 
waters of which after passing through Lake Albert, supply a considerable 
part of the water flowing down the Kile. The river at Ishango must 
have a herd of 70-100 hippos in it, rig^it out in front of the bluff 
on which the guest houses sit. There are no end of water birds on 
islets in the river, or shore, and perched on the baliks of stsae of 
the hippos. S<»ne of the jla tter wander quite a wsgrs on shore and up 
the hillside. surprised one not far from our sleeping quarters. 

We had the afternoon of the 6th and morning of the 7th in the Park, 
with a native guide of course, and got movie shots of several elephants, 
water buffalo, water bucks, and hippt^, The female of a pair of 
elephants, which we were able to photo fairly close up, got too curious 
about us but was scwie slapped and pushed by the mate. I believe we 
have this bit An film for you. ifere again, as at Hoyo we hated to 
leave, CSangala, Oararaba Park, Mt. Hoyo, and Ishango are places to spend 
scane time. Glean, but primitive, ai5d down to earth, 

Mutwanga is nice hotel type of place to vacation, but for us seemed 
to offer little except for the Kt. climbing. The big thing here is 
the ascent of Ruwenzori, a six day affair up and back. I*d be tempted 
to try it if I had nothing else to do. We did not see the mountain 
for clouds while at Mutwanga but it has a pretty setting and view among 
the foothills of the rats, proper. 

The night of the 7th we slept in Beni, another indifferent place 
which I would skip another time except for a meal enroute in order to 
reach Butembol However, Beni was the base for visiting the pygmy village 
not too far away, Th^ se«B (ran off side of tablet on this margin as 
you can see) happy enough, but ap ear to have more squalid surroundings 
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than many native villages. They put on a dance for us {tribal, I suppose) 
followed by a war dance, and an elephant dance} all three were filmed 
and sound recorded, successfully I hope. The wcaraen and children were 
happy enough with the candy and few trinkets I brought along, but the 
men and the chief wanted raoney, cigarettes, and/or salt. We gave the 
chief loo francs for the visit and performances ($2.00) and he was 
satisfied as we had no smokes and we^re not told about salt until we 
were too far from Beni to turn back for it. But Butembo, — the guest 
houses (rather brick cottages there and main lodge)are about the 

tomeiest places we've yet seen, lavish plantings of beautiful 

' ■ 

flowers, on a hilltop out-side of town, and overlooking the most 
orderly, clean, native settlement we have so fiar seen. The Belgian 
government is doing wonders In improving native standards of living 
and sanitation, and has liad wonderful success in places such as Butembo. 
This, as a place of rest and comfort, is about the best so far. Our 
y traps here netted us nothing, but we collected 2 species of lizards 
about the brick cottages, and got more mites. 

Now we've reached the morning of the 9th of May. We had oil pump 
trouble tihich we could not have remedied until this morning in Butembo. 

The night before the meciianic promised to be on the job at seven} but 
did not turn up until 8. Anyway a half day was lost, soinstead of 
getting to the next place, Huindi Camp in the main section, of the 
Albert Park, in tine for lunch, we did not ari-ive until after 1^:30. 

From Butembo to Ruindi the road, now through the mountains is about 
the most tortuous I’ve ever been on. It was one of those you go beck 
(in direction you came) two feet, for every three that you advance 
(in the direction you are going). But was beautiful, green hills, and 
mountain sides, cultivated slopes and valleys with native villages here 
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and there j we load alraost air plane views of it all (at least the valleys) 
as we were running along at between 3“ii000 to nearly 6000 ft. if I 
recall correctly. As we approached Ruindi,>Aiich lies in the vast plain/ 
forming this part of the Albert Park, we could see for miles from the 
lower end of Lake Edward in the north, to the far southward Kake Kivu. 
Coming do^ra the mountain side we encountered numerous baboons digging 
in the steep slopes above and below the road for termites or other 
insects, P. few photos were tried from the moving car. They did not 
let us come too close. On the way in we passed two large herds of 
elephants. Hope to get close ups of these and other Park animals on 
the morrow, the 10th. 

10th. 

Vie had wonderful luck with weather and picture taking all forenooni 
unloaded truck and mounted cameras in it. Mr. Baert, director of this 
section of Park personally guided us about and for the first time were 
pennitted to drive after some of the animals for better shots. Some 
at least should be good — water buffalo, water buck, arjtelope, and 
hippos. But the million dollar picture, like the proverbial big fish, 
got away. It was on the afternoon circuit of the area in the other 
direction that we encountered a herd of 20-30 elephants moving quietly 
along feeding, several large bulls, a number of females, and young of 
several sizes, down to little babies little more than a yr. old 
(judging frcmi those we saw at Oangala). The herd moved and turned, 
posed as it were, first this side, then head on— but it all was too 
late in day and too dark and cloudy for more than a snap on fast 
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black and white film,— ^possible for color movie film, I could have 
wept. It was the picture of a life time, and I don’t believe if we 
stayed a month would we get the same chance again with good lighting. 

Such is life, — Ruindi (spelled variously Ruindi or Rwindi) is as we 
say a must especially when you can get the privileges accorded us. 

We got scsae good lyena shots, and a hippo way up on land. They’ve 
taken to foraging ashore} there aire so many in the water, there’s not 
enough in way of water plants to go around and so they make use of the 
tall grass ashore. Still I want to see tlrni eating it. We were told 
on good authority that they do. Everybody wanted another day here in 
Rwindi, I too, but we iiad a Wat us i dance date ccsning up in Kisenyi 
on the 12th May and wanted to get some lava samples enroute froa the 
1953 eruption of Mt, Ryarauragira. The Congo lavas are different in 
ch®nical cceiposition from those elsewhere in the world anOThe Museum 
geologist was anxious for specimens of than. To get them we needed a 
special permit, but this was awaiting us at the chief warden's office, 
arranged again by Dr. van Straelen from Brussels. He furnished us 
a native guide. Otherwise we would never have found the lava flow 
back in the woods a couple of miles, well off the main road. Several 
other lava flows the far side of Kisenyi we shall sample on the 13th 
on the way to Sukavu, This is being written on the morning of the 
12th in the 3ugoyi Guest House in Kisei:^, the first place for weeks 
where we have electric light available for 2h hrs, a day. Kisenyi and 
Goma near by are at the north end of Lake Kivu, in a valley ringed 
on the north with volcanoes. Last evening we drove to a near by hill top 
to see the firey crater of one of the active ones in the far distance. 
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Active as far as molten lava in the crater goes but not buboling 


over 


just aiiriraering, but it does illumine the clouds above it, and 
the glow in the crater is like that of a blast furnace as the iron 
is being drawn, 


k 


V 


TV 


1 



(Kote; This page attached to Bukavu mailing of 5/lii/55) 


This is not page 25. I just won't be able to bring you down to 
date, because I want to mail you something from Bukavu and if I add 
more to the foregoing letter it won't get off. The research station 
folks here are coming for us at 7*30 to 8:00 a.m. and we Just got 
time at 5*30 this afternoon, and had to clean up at a dinner at Mr. 
Thornton's house. He's the man who provided guide and auto. The guide 
speaks the two leading native languages Lingala and Swahili, Swedish, 
French, and fiaglish, and has proved an invaluable member of the party 
and most congenial. 

Today is the 13th Friday in Bukavu we shall stay here till morning 
of 18th, 

Mail could scarcely reach us before we leave, but we get to 
Entebbe, Uganda on the evening of the 26th pack gear on 27th for ship- 
ment home, and go to Juba, in Anglo -Egyptian Sudan on 28th Leave Juba 
by Nile boat for Cairo 5:30 a.m. Sunday May 29th, 

In iwtebbe we shall spend night of Kay 26th and 27th at the Lake 
Victoria Hotel, in Juba the night of May 28 at the Hotel Grand. Our 
address in Bukavu is c^ Br. Louis van den Berghe, Director IRSAC, 
Bukavu, Belgian Congo. 

From Entebbe we fly to Juba, but until we reach Entebbe we are 
still in the auto with “our" (the) truck with gear following us; 

Hope to write you again in a few days. Think I can do better 
when we get aboard Nile boat, in fact want to get n?y notes brushed 
up then, too. Here's to prcmapt delivery to you, with kindest regards 
from your party and myself. Sincerely, Waldo 

Wish you had been with us, and that you may yet, WLS W® are due to 
arrive in Cairo on Tuesd^ June ll:, 8 a.m, (Hotel S«niramis). 
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Continuation of 
May lli/55 letter 

Dear Bmjce and Mrs. Bredin, 

The last word in the letter mailed you from Bukavu was cut rather 
short. Thornton's place, like most of the more comfortable residences, 
is on the lake (Kivu) shore, has huge spacious rooms and strangely 
enough is not African in its appointments or arrangements, rather 

Oriental, Chinese pictures and far Eastern things in general. I failed 

? 

to inquire the whyfore but when I remarked upon the absence of things 

African I&*s. Thornton, a Belgian girl, I believe, remarked, "Oh, no, 

♦ 

we have no African decorations." For cocktails, Thornton had in a Mr. 
Bredo, secretary of the "Scientific Council for Africa South of the 
Sahara, G.S.A, as it is abbreviated from the French. Bredo is in 
charge of the business of the organisation in which all the governments 
and territories in this part of Africa take part thru duly appointed 
representatives. The Council was formed Nov. 1950. This body is 
largely advisory, but seeks to insure maximum cooperation anong all 
scientific workers throughout the designated part of Africa. Annual 
meetings and symposia are held for exchange of infonnation and ideas. 

Bredo left after cocktails, but Dr. Fercartanen-Grandjean, the only 
other guest pi^sent other than your party. Dr. Baker, the Sextons, and 
myself, stayed on for dinner. Veroamraen is the mite specialist in this 
part of the world and enjoys a high reputation among zoologists and 
entomologists, even though a comparativ^y young man. He is, among 
other things, an accomplished scientific artist and turns out most 
accurate drawings of the species of African mites parasitizing animals. 



Continuation of May lU 55 letter 

' I 

Plant mites are a relatively new field of investigation in this part of 
the world. On that basis we stand to make some original contributions 

'i 

to Science when the material collected is worked up. Bredo in turn 

invited us to cocktails at his home for the evening of May 17 to meet 

/ 

! 

I i 

others of the local scientific firaternity in Bukavu, and indeed fr<»B 
the research center at Lwiro, where van den Berghe is director. 

<^1. I ^ntlon do I re.Xi.. how ^ar hehiod I « id «lcatio. 

f r '/ > 

/ ■' 

with you. I 

'■ ■/ 

After leaving Kisenyi on 13th May, we collected specimens of lava 
from the several dated lava flows (1912, 1938, 19li8) between K. and 
Bukavu so now I have quite a chest full of rather heavy stuff. On the 
road we got a not too clear polaroid snap of the expeditionary party 
(enclosed), from left to right, the driver of the truck (or lorry as 
our chauffer-guide calls it), then Emanuel Kitwa, our taxidermist, on 
loan from the Lwiro (IRSAC) kead quarters station,— Dr. Sexton, 

Oscar Lagerstroan, the '•guide,'* myself and Ed, Baker. Dr. Sexton’s son 
pushed the botton. In the background is Lake Kivu, of which this lava 
flow here forms part of the shore line. 

Or the side of the truck is a sign that Dr. Sexton painted so that 
we might identify our selves on film with and for you. have stills 
as well as movie shots of this scene, far clearer I hope than the poor 
snap enclosed. None of these pictures will be released or given publicity 
until after we have consulted with you to our return. 

Both cars, by the way, are Fords. Thornton, who provided them, s^ 
it’s much easier to service Fords and secure parts for them than any other 
car (next best and popular is the Chevy) Certainly both oars have givek 
us very little trouble in all— 'and we’ve only had one flat so far. 



3 


Continuation of May lU/55 letter 


The next morning we went to the local research laboratoiy lAiere 
Vercammen works and met his chief , a Cr. Jadin^ with whom I had had 
some correspondence, regarding this trip, iki important part of their 
work concerns the tsetse fly, the carrier of sleeping sickness and 
the scourge of many parts of Africa, and along our route to Uganda. After 
lunch we went to Lwiro idiich I thought was nearer to Bukavu proper 
than the hours run, mo e or less than it takes. 

IRSAC (Institut pour la re^erche scientifique en Afrique centrale) 
located at Lwiro, is growing to be a most important research center. 

New building are being added to an already large establishaent. This 
is about covering all fields of science and research except in the 
field of agriculture, for which there is INEAC with stations 
strategically placed throughout the country. At Tangambi you may recall 
we put up at the INEAC, headquaartera. Here too at Lwiro we lived in 
very comfortable guest houses, the Sextons and I in two rooms of one, 
and Baker in another. These houses as the station proper are also on 
the shores of Lake Kivu idiich is a 0 considerable body of water, 
perhaps 75 miles long. It is the highest lake in Africa, lying at 
an altitude of something over 1*700 feet. It certainly adds to the 

beauty of this part of the country. • 

r 

The first mey we encountered when we drove up to the Lwiro station 
in search of the director Dr. van den Berghe was Frank Lambrecht, a 
Belgian whom I met at Hutgers Univ. about 2 or 3 years ago. HC was 
then studying serology under Dr, Alan Boyden and now is applying some 
of the things he learned in the study of the distribution of' sleeping 

' i 

■ / -■ I ' 

sickness by the tsetse fly. The serological examination of the 'blood 

i I' 

■•I \ \ 
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ingested permits the identification of the animals upon Tdiich the fly 
has fed. Its remarkable what can be told about a drop of blood. This 

approach is used in study of m mosquitoes too. You cannot 

tell upon which man a particular blood feeder feasted, but you can tell 
man, and the different hosts of the fly or mosquito from the blood you 
find in them, Me were shown over the station, laboratories and various 
lines of work. They even carry on studies of earthquakes and volcanoes. 
Biochemistry, nutrition, parasitology (animal) but they have no mite 
man that sort of thing is largely the concern of agriculture, and that 
is why Baker's visit is so timely and interesting to the people here. 

One thing that's been bothering us in our filming is getting photographs 
of living mites. To begin with the "things" are so very small. For 
the most part the plant mites are found on the underside of leaves where 
it is shady coolerj so when you put a bright light on them, the heat of 
it makes them run away. However, in the laboratories here at Lwiro we 
believe we've gotten what we wanted. I marvel at the conpleteness of 
the equipsnent, We are f "poor relations" in the Smithsonian ccmpared 
with what these Belgian laboratories have, both as regards buildings and 
equipnent. Microscopes the like of which we don't even produce in the 
States, mostly feimian make, however. 

Living on part of the reservation, across from van den Berghe, 
the director, is Dr, James P, Chapin, an old Congo hand who first explored 
in the Congo as a young man of 19 back in 1909<. He probably knows this 
part of the world better than aiy one other man, having traveled far and 
wide over it. His specialty is birds, and He's never without his field 
glasses and seldom without his gun, because he’s wanting to document 
his observations with specimens of the birds concerned. 8o, he doesn't 
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kill all the birds he studies for that would end that particular study. 
The Chapins j this tiiuS} have been here since *53. He serves as a 
consultant to Dr. van den Berghej and according to the latter is the 
man who is responsible for the selection of the Lwiro site as 
headquarters and main research center for IRSAC. One here is in roach 
of more different types of countiy, from jungle to near desert, high 
mountains, and low lying plains than ar^r other place in the Congoj by 
crossing the mountains to the Ifest in a few hours you are in virgin 
jungle (rain forests). All one needs is the time to explore. I 
asked Chapin for a likely place off frcasi things in general where one 
could spend several weeks in a relatively untouched land and forest 
among or near natives not too much influenced by the white man and he 
pointed to a mountain to the north and said there, there is a rest 
house in a forest reserve, which you could have use of on application 
and with a couple of native boys live there quite comfortably as long 
as you liked. There you would see (at least this part of) Africa in 
the original, Ruegege is the place, and it*s located at an elevation 
of 8,000 feet and not too difficult of access, but restricted as to 
visitors, but from it as a base one could work out in all directions, 
a primitive and unspoiled place says Chapin, which it is a treat to 
visit. He recommends the drier months, Julfer, |ugust, and/or December, 
Jan. Feb. Sorry we did not have the time to go there for just a look 
around j it was a temptation, lying just over there , —before your ejres. 

At Chapin's we got the opportunity to photograph saae pygmies who live 
over the hill from his place so K// to speak, they made fire for us, just 
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twirling a stick of harder wood in a softer piece underneath. It takes 
a little skill) but th^ produce a fire in no time. The farther one 
gets away from the cities the more real Africa you see, While we were 
here in Lwiro, from afternoon of the litth through morning of the l6th 
we had the opportunity of sitting in on a lecture given by Alain Bombard, 
the Frenchman who crossed the Atlantic in a rubber life raft with 
scarcely seven x three feet of space in side it. Lived on planktonic 
animals and fish he caught with nets and hook and line. He had quite 
naturally very little in the way of motion pictures but he did keep 
his audience, the station staff, and families, entertained for a couple 
of hours. I did not get much out of his discourse, but I had had a 
few words with him at lunch time earlier in the day. He speaks a very 
good English, and when I inquired for more real data on his exploit he 
said it had been typed out by the FVench government and that a copy 
was available in the French Babassy in Washington, gave me a card of 
introduction to the Naval attache there, to whom he wished to be 
reraonbered. He expects to attend a Navy conference in Washington in the 
Fall on survival at sea, and may go on a brief lecture tour at the time. 

On the 17th on our way back to Bukavu we stopped at Mulungu to see the 
INEAC station there. Mites on economic plants being our objective here. 

In fact the place proved so interesting under the guidance of the director. 
Dr. P, L. Hendrickx Baker wanted another day there. 

Chapin came down frcsn Lwiro for Bredo’s cocktail party on the 17th 
fl:^an 6 p.m. till we went home to dinner near nine in the absence of the 
governor we met the acting governor. Everybody of consequence politically 
is down Leopoldville way to see the King of all the Belgians who landed 

there on the l6th. This was a colony wide holiday, even up here. I 
understand that he's going pretty much all over the Congo and will be 

up here in the near future. 
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The next day the l8th Baker and young Sexton went back to Ifelungu. 

He also had come down for Bredo party, and Dr. Sexton and I went on with 
car and truck to Uvira at the head N. end of Lake Tanganyika to keep our 
date with Dr. Marlier, the fish-man (ichtl^ologist) to IRSAC and the 
director of its hydrobiological station there. Delved in starting and 
by the roads which, though undergoing Iraprovenent, are in considerable 
part over and through the mountains one way up for a time and one way 
down for a time. The natives guarding the gates, a bamboo pole on 
uprights across the road signal from one station up or down the mountain 
by beating on an empty gasoline drirni placed by their thatched shelter 
by the gateway. Works like a chann in absence of telephonic corarauni- 
cation, and trucks and cai^ get up and down without too much delay. The 
road is narrow and winding but with srane rewarding viewi. We go t 
to the head of the Lake and Ihrira rather late around 8 p.m. and after 
dinner at the local hotel went to rooms furnished us on the second floor 
of the laboratory building. This is a former hotel, large and spacious 
that was started and never fitiished till the government took it over 
and finished it, as a Hydrobiological Station. 

Please forgive (again) the abrupt ending. This is Sat. the 20th 
and we must go over this a.m. to Usumbura to pay respects to Qov. of 
Province, Jean Paul Harroy, as he leaves for an official trip at 11 a.m. 

I have the chance to mail this in Usumbura so here goes, hope to tell 
you of this lovely station and site in ny next to you. 


Sincerely, 
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This place Uvira is another highlight in trip several weeks on 
this Lake Tanganyika is rewarding and worth ai^one’s ■idiile. I can 
most highly recanmend this station and accommodations, and its 
young (38) director to anyone, WLS 

abrupt ending of the other day (about May left us— 

you high and dry at the tlvira hydrobiological station at the head of 
Lake Tanganyika, in a comfortable spacious "old** hotel building. 

Did I mention that Marlier, the director, reminds me for all the world 
of Bob Lunz vho was on the Joseph Conrad with us. Same build, thin, 
wiry, active, dark complected, black hair, and half Frenchi both are 
in charge of biological stations and wives are both blondes. Marlier 
is just as interesting as Bob and loves his work just as mnoh. 

On the morning of the 15>th we went through the lab. examined 
collections, and talked over probl®ns, connected with the work, and 
people working along those lines elsevdiere. That afternoon we worked 
down the Lake shore west,ajd south, but got very little— a few crabs. 
The rare shrimp here George (Georges Marlier) promises for another 
day. The next morning the 20th the ItO ft lab. boat was taken out on 
the lake and put through some of its paces*- -making a couple of dredge 
hauls,— one was mostly sand with few dead shells, the other little 
else than a few aquatic plants. The boat is here one needs just a 
week more to make the best use of it,— a drum of gas would get a lot 
of steaming and hauling donej I*d also like to come back with some 
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suitable traps for deep water work— not too deep, for they 0 say near 
the bottffla there is a dearth of oxygen. There’s an awful lot yet to 
be learned about this lake in spite of previous English and Belgian 
expeditions. The Belgians were the Urst to demonstrate the abundance 
of iish now found in it. A delicious small s«elt-lik® fish and 
very good eating, occurs in great quantity. Each night is fished 
(dipped up) using light lures; on dark nights a torch light attracts 
them, though with moonlight and daylight they shun the surface. In 
the height of the fishing season as many as a thousand dug out canoes 
will be out at night wi-Ui their torches, although in these days Coleman 
(feasoline mantle) lights are used instead. Their brighter beam draws 
the fish better, with the result that fisherman using these lights 
have increased their catch 6 fold. These little fish, fried are most 
tasty and grand to serve with cocktails. The catch is practically 
all consumed locally and fresh. Mould that I could have had some canned 
for you. They are cheap enough 5-6 cents a quart, 

Eveiy other week Marlier has a 600 ft. seine hauled on the beach 
at night for purpose of sampling the local fish population; he records 
0444 kind, number, weight, and the stomach contents of representative 
specimens, in order to check on kind of food sought. Between weeks, 
day light hauls are made but so that I could see and photo a day time 
haul we staged one the very next morni§g also, the 2l3t, and sure 
enough we got more fish, additional kinds as ccmpared with the night 
haul. A couple of fish he said were rather rare. All but one of the 
latter, that Marlier wanted for the station collection were pickled 
for the National Museum. After the seine haul we ran over to Usumbura 
at the N. E, corner of the lake. Here resides the governor of the 
Belgian mandate- Ruandu-tfirundi; the newly appointed governor is Jeaxi 
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Paul Harroy whom I»ve known by correspondence since 1939. He apologized 
for not asking us to lunch, but his wife was in a "state* getting the 
house ready for the King of the Belgians who was coming through just 10 
da 3 rs later. To tell the truth, the whole Belgian Congo is seeting 
with excitement. There are thousands of natives working on the roads. 

It’s virtually clean-up week for the entire colony. Harroy also is 
the man that appointed Marlier to his present position. You yourself 
would have enijoyed this brief visit with Harroy. Harroy was a foi'mer 
National Parks director, at Qeuramba Park \diere fferc Mioh4 now holds 
forth and first of all a zoologist. His present appointment and 
departure for Ruanda was a half day affair just two months ago, and 
was made. I'm convinced because they wanted a man of his personality 
and intelligence in charge here when the King arrives. 

Sunday morning the 22nd we got away after packing up at 10:00 
a.m. after having a last round of coffee with the Marliers, ti tWi 
I've imbibed enough coffee day by day to see me through the rest of life 
if I never touch another drop. ¥e pushed right fchrough to Astrida 
where Baker and young Sexton had gone from Mulungu and Bukavu. Over- 
nighting in Astrida, we made Gabiro (the Kagera National Park) 

at 6:ii$ p.m. and darkness. Because of need for more time to get 
packed at Entebbe from which place the specimens and outfit are being 
sent heme, rail to Mtmibassa, ship to New York, we had moved up our 
schedule a day. So it was we were not expected at Gabiro until the 
next day. Again, Dr. van Straelen's letters provided the open “sesame.” 
Not only did the director of this Park, J. Haezaert, have us to cocktails 
twice and to dinner but his wife saw to it we were provided with a very 
ccanplete luncheon for a next days all day tour (and photoing) of the Park. 
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The director’s house like the one at Garamba is out of this world, 
of stone, high on a hill top that over looks the park for miles, a uniqpje 
and beautiful place and most tastefully furnished. Since visiting Harroy 
I get an inkling why these Park directors have such wonderful homes— 
one never knows when the king might wish to visit this otr that park, 
and they are ready from the house is built. This year, however, the king 
will not get to Kagera (Oabiro), The guest house acconasodations are in 
progress, and at this writing as primitive as those we found at Gangala-na- 
Bodio, the elephant training center. One brings his own food but there's 
a boy to cook it , and cots and bedding are on hand. Pluqibing is in 
but the water supply is as yet uncertain; we used buckets of water for 
flushing the first night. Electric light is promised for next year; 
kerosene lamps being the present order of the day. 

Our supper of the night of the 23d was made up of several cans of 
Campbells soup, canned vegetables, and cut up canned saasages in one all 
purpose soup or stew, — as the saying goes, have I used it before, it 
had everything in it but the kitchen stove. Yes, we slept well* after 
cocktails up on the hill, a tummy full of this goulash and after the 
long days drive that preceded it. I forgot the bread and butter preserves 
and cheese, and the hot chocolate that topped off this elaborate "picnic" 
spread. After breakfast the morning of the twentyfourth, (Concocted 
out of our provisions, and the cook's hot water for NescafI) Mr. 

Hueaaert came by with the lunch his wife prepared for the all day trip 
through the park; it takes just about a full day, the Park is so 
large and the road so long, but it was a rewarding day. Impalas and 
zebras are the principal animals that we saw in large herds and droves; 
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we also saw and poto«d at least two small groups of the dwarf antelopes, 
blue duikers as they call them here* These miniature antelopes are 

m~n -i~ TirtT"!' — H ii Mk I ■ nw w i ■' 

scarcely grass high and beautiful (cute) and graceful beyond words. 

I«d give most anything to have a pair for pets, -there were water bucks 
and buffalo, but again we were disappointed in not seeing a single one 
of the king of beasts. Tet fteeaaert says two males staged a fight in 
his back yard, just outside the kitchen windoxiryi one evening. They are 
more than generally appreciated and are best and most often seen in 
the early morning hours — but then there's not enough light for color 

photography. Our days trip through the park covered 120 kilometers, 

just about 75 miles? half way through design, or accident brought us to 
a bluff overlookigg the valley through which the Gabiro river runs, 
and which in part forms the natural boundary between the Ihglish 

Tanganyika Terr, and Ruandu-Urundi, before us spread the river and several 
lakes, a little too far away to examine closely, one smaller lake teems 
with an otter species, the other has hundreds of crocodiles, and here 
and there in the reaches of the river are herds of hippos. The hippo 
seems to be about the commonest animal. You cannot examine any 
river without seeing a dozen or more. It is on this bluff that the 
park authorities are going to build a rest house with place to work 
and study, and on its site we wpread ftps. Haesaert's lunch— meat, and 
cheese sandwiches, cold tea with lemon juice in it, 2 kinds of Portugese 
wine, a himneroade spice cake that the lady of the house got up earlier 
that morning to make, and bananas for fruit, which is a partof every 
major meal in Africa.— I'm not sure we did not have hot coffee too, but 
it was an elaborate lundh — and we made the most of it. % did not get 
back until 5:30 and by the time we got up to the Haeaaert home it was 
dark. They have three children blonde boy 1-1/2, girl ?/// 2-1/2 (dark 
haired), and boy h (blonde). Both boys are blue-eyed or brown, I don't 
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rsnmber and Flemish as is the father, but the girl is brown eyed, and 
very dark blonde Portugese type—the mother is a blonde Portugese 
from Coimbra but you wouldn't know it except for the little girl, a 
happy vivacious little thing; the boys are more stolid, and Germanic 
in appearance and behaviour. But all pleasant evenings have to end. 

It was close to eleven before we got back to our half lit rooms for 
an early loading of our truck. We'd used it through the park 

as a moving camera platform and now again on the ?5th it had to haul 
our gear onward to Entebbe and the shipping point for home. We wanted 
away earlier but did not get away until 10 a.m. on the 55th (?ljth was 
spent in Park), This late start brought us into Entebbe (Uganda) 
well after dark, which had its drawbacks. Uganda is Bbglish as you 
know and has left hand driving; .lust the reverse of the Belgian Congo 
which has largely agented American cars, and driving practice. Our 
driver got the willeys almost, trying to drive as I would callit on 
the wrong side of the road. It was not so bad meeting approaching autos 
which had their headlights on, but the way the many bikes with blacks 
mounted on than would come flitting out of the dark ahead was nerve 
wracking. We barely were able to crawl Into the Entebbe Hotel grounds 
(Lake Victoria Hotel), 7 p.m. 

The next morning we were in for a shock. The little intermediate 
air-line which was to lift us to Juba (Hunting Llan) had never heard 
of us or our request for space even though it was put through last March! 
We checked and rechecked with them all the way to Nairobi, but no go. 

Then we priced car hire, Ihtebbe to Juba and charter plane for our. 

The charter plane was being overhauled and would not be ready for a week, 
though it was cheaper than a car for the 900 mile (♦) trip up and back. 
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Tou have to pay for mileage of returning car as well as for the going. 

The first drivers car was too small but the second had a Ford safari 
station wagon that was just what we needed. Its owner is a retired 
English Army major, who undertook to drive us up,, and asked if we 
would object to his bringing mU "if® for his return trip. 

We did not 5 there was ample room for all hands and what luggage we 
had left. The night of the 26th was needed till 2:1? a.m. to finish the 
packing started in the afternoonj the forenoon was given over to 
making shipping arrangements out of Kampala the railway terminus. We 
prepaid rail freight Kampala to Hombassa. The Museum taking over the 
ship freight collect from Mombassa to New York and thence to Washington. 
We»ve got some nice specimens, mammals and fish and mites and a few very 
worthwhile Crustacea, and much desired lava samples. The chest of 
soil samples is a gamble. Fd like to see a real discovery come out 
of it, but until each and every sample is properly cultured we»ll never 

know. Hope it will be done soon. 

In return for the ride, Mrs. Browne provided the first day’s lunch. 

By the time we got things settled up in Entebbe, the freight shipment 
off to Kampala in the truck which then returned to its home base in 
Bukavu it was 10 a.m. But we found the Hganda roads better than 
expected and made excellent time. Lunch was a roadside affair, sandwiches 
lemonade made from concentrate, and ice water added from the Brown’s 
theraos bottles, hot coffee, cookies and a couple of chocolate bars. 

We got away at 10 a.m. between paying for car (Browne) and last 
minute packing. The roads were excellent as roads go here, better 
than most of Belgian Congo roads and contrary to reports we made 
better time than expected. A rain flurry during forenoon just laid 
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the dust nicely. Had the above described lunch by the road side. At 
$ p.ra. stopped for tea at Kasindi at Browne’s suggestion. They 
furnished it at local hotel run by East Indian ( ) 

a real English-type place, with several aloof English guests. It is 
a take-off place for visits to the Murchinson game reserve (Uganda) 
but according to a notice on the bulletin board the roads in that 
direction were at present time impassable j we did not tarry long as 
we wished to make the Gulu rest house, really a snail country hotel 
maintained by Uganda government for parties caught on trips between 
major points with no place to sleep. Oil lamps were the source of 
illumination, but they did use a Coleman (mantle) light in the 
dining room. Meal (dinner) simple but adequate, VJe did not reach 
Oulu until 7:15 p.m, and left again next morning at 8:30. Bet, 

Masindi and Gulu we made our first crossing of the Nile by steel pontoon 
ferry, paddle wheel propelled. At far side a steamer, that I believe 
runs to Sake Albert, was tied up. Half way over Mrs, Browne gave us 
each a coin to throw into the river, an old custom (among the English 
or Egyptians) to propitiate the river god. Well, we’ve had good luck 
and good weather since. There were three native wwaen at the landing 
place getting water. It always shocks me how the natives use the raw 
water for all purposes with water borne diseases, amoebic dysentery 

and billiarzi so prevalent. The second woman helped the 

first get her huge aluminum pot of water up on her headj the third helped 
the second, but the tMrd iiad to help horself. She had only a 5 gallon 
oil tin to lift up but a can like tliat full of water is no light affair. 
Before dipping up her water the first woman took several bunches of 
greetileaves out of the kettle, filled it, washed the leaves, and 
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ti laid th«n on the water in her H pot. I askedfWiat were th^, 
food? Mrs. Browne said, “No, they keep the water frcsn slopping over 
when walking along with kettle on head.” And so they didt The other 
women did not use leaves and quite abit of water slopped out and over 
them as they moved up the bank. Leaving Oulu at 8 j 30 a.m. we stopped 
for lunch at a much more primitive rest house also gov't, maintained, a 
stone shelter, with screened porch and windows with a grand viewof the 
Nile valley; in distance was another Lake Albert steamer. Two blacks in 
near by thatched huts with their families are available for cooking and 
other chores. ¥e ate Browne's lunch a second day although most of it 
was put up at the Oulu place. Picnic style we had inadvertently spread 
our ground cover, on which we attempted to sit, over the opening of a 
populous ants* nest. Me moved without much ado or delay. To keep in 
the shade of the only tree casting any sizeable shadow at all, we finished 
our lunch standing. Hie ants had built their home in the shade of the 
same tree. Had our 3rd flat of the day; found that a 5 inch long iron 
nail had gone right through the outer casing, way out here on an African 
road, miles frcsm civilization. Reached the Juba hotel at 2j15 p.m. in 
time for a second lunch (tea and dessert) as lunch hour ran till 3 p.m. 
Dinner hour 8:30 to 9:30, after which we went to bed for an earlyfise. 
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. Added in Yangambi ^ 

Apr. 2ii/55j ear again 

As I did not have time before shoving to mail the "effort** of the 
past two days I take this opportunity to apologize for the marginal 
ending. It was trying to keep within a limit of 8 pp. that brought it 
about. Without a postal scale in the guest house or aipong my belongings 
I had on my last trip to the P. 0. MUM weighed a varying 

number of sheets and envelopes to know what postage to put on what, 
and so when the 8 pp. limit (my heaviest sample weighing) was reached 
I tried to finish on the last page. Pardon the result. This isn't 
much better. Also I'd forgotten that earlier in the letter I had 
premised some postals. I shall have to get the letter and enclosures 
M weighed anyway and so the mailing will be still further delayed till 
Monday till I get back to Stanleyville. I'm sorry. 

Enclosed also is the first sheet of the little local small town 
newspaper carrying a notice of the expedition. It is a French version 
of the little release that was prepared for Science, reworked by the 
American Consul in Leopoldville. It still bothers me that you folks 
are not prominently mentioned in it. I understood you to say over the 
phone at goodbye time that we should not play up your nam.e to leqve 
it out for the present and soft-pedal your participation until our 
return, when we can talk over the form that the publicity should take. 

I want to see credit given where it is so due. I hope I've done as 
you wished, but if not we can aujiply make amends when we do publish upon 
our results, I think of you folks often, and what you've made possible 
for the rest of us. 

Yangambi nearer 120 than 150 miles down stream from Stanleyville, 

is a very complete agriculturell experiment station. They have everything 
for testing, growing, crossbreeding, and improving native stock, and 


U/2li/55cont* 


Ih 


endemic crop plants as well as introduced ones* The diseases to which 
they may be subject; the nature of the soil, physiology of plant, useful 
and harniful insects and about everything in the way of agricultural 
science that you can think of the staff is not large, but it is made 
up of a lot of enthusiastic hard working young men* After Dr* Baker 
and the young man who has made a beginning with the local soil mites 
(yes, they are everywhere) Dr* Maldague got together, that*s the last 
we saw of Baker* Dr* Baker started helping with him with his identi- 
fications and I do not know how late they stayed in the lab* We are 
each in a little individual guest house, each with double bed* Though 
I*ve seen no mosquitoes we were advised to sleep under the net with 
which each bed is provided* 

The station grounds cover about 50,000 acres; we just had a quick 
tour of area )z( about the laboratories and guest houses not far from 
the landing place and yet spread ever considerable territory* The site 
is a marvelous one, partly on a high bluff rising above the shore, with 
a view up and down the Congo ; the site was chosen because it was at 
the meeting point of two diverse types of soil, two geologic formations 
coming together here* Though the guest houses overlook a portion of 
the river, the staff residences have the finest view it reninds me of 
that o^t Vernon out over the Potomac, but here from river up everything 
is on a grander(scenic scale)* You’ll eventually see photos of this 
and all else that the Sexton’s have taken for the expedition* They 
keep their cameras busy* --Motor boats are available; if one had time 
to take a trip you could visit the islands down the river a-ways 
where there is a family group of hippos. Bu:| for the palm trees and 
a few others, you could be back home looking down the Hudson or the 
Potomac from a conmanding site, overlooking well forested shores. 
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j2^ 

Indeed, coining over by auto, through an ••alley" cut through a grove 
of palm trees with pendant leaves, through half closed eyes you could 
see the hanging Spanish moss of some of the Carolina roads. 

The folks here have considerable material in the viay of fish 
and insects, including mites which they wish identified, and I'm sure 
the Museum will profit much in the exchange of information, for sets 
of specimens. Though we may not bring back so much ourselves the 
contacts and returns from, this expedition should be rewarding to all 
concerned with it. 



Laryum Apr. 



So far as places and climate go in this part of the tropical 
world I would say that Yangambi is tops. It *3 one of the few places 

in the Congo and perhaps central Africa where one can go safely 

in the streams and indeed the Congo Belf . Regr. ably we did not 

learn of it till late yesterday from the doctor in charge of the 
Station Hospital. The ass't* director received us at 11 a.m. and we 
had a pleasant hour with him and his wife on the porch of their home 
overlooking a bend in the river from atop a high (65 ft. +) bluff 
the similarity and the beauty of the scene reminded me more than 
ever of Mt. Vernon, though the brick house is so very different. It 
is here that the;/^ have domesticated the wild Indian water ?buffalo* 

The trainer and keeper now walks among them. Some distance from the 
Station proper is the Hydrobiological Station on the grounds of the 
fish hatchery. Pond culture is just one more of their many research 
projects and they must have sane 70 rearing pools with running water 
brought from river in canals of which more were in process of being 
dug. Otherwise biological work in the fresh water life hereabouts 
is at a standstill, and the very wonderful collection of local fishes, 
of which there are a host of peculiar kinds, has been much neglected. 
There is a possibility that some of it may be obtained for our own 
National collections. I»ve tried to pave the way for an exchange or 
even gift of part of it. We have so poor a representation of African 
animals of all kinds in Washington. Of big game, yes. Many people 
have hunted it and brought back trophies and whole skins. Every 
Museum in our country of any size has an African Bird and Mammal Hall. 



Each of us is quartered in a separate little guest house* Did I 
mention them above, a Ford station wagon car and chauffeur, black, of 
course, was put at our disposal for the 2 days that we are here* The 
dining or mess hall is about a mile from our sleeping quarters, and 
though breakfast is not served till 7 he stands outside from 6 a*m* on* 
Takes us around when not being looked after by one of the professional 
staff* Takes us home after dinner* For staff who are out for 2 yr* 
stints with 6 mos. vacation back in Belgium there are various recreational 
facilities* The night we arrived there was a movie show but we went 
straight to bed, ditto last night* That gives me an early start and 
a few more words to add here* 

Though French is the official language and all natives speak a 
version of it (much as Haiitians have their version of French) a 
surprising number of the staff speak a very good Ehglish and nearly 
all a few words of it* director himself was attending a conference 

in Stanleyville while we were visiting his Laboratories. Our paths 
crossed and are crossing in each direction. We leave at 8 a*m-* 

He arrives afternoon. There’s a remote possibility that we may meet 
on the road. Roads are dirt, though there’s more gravel on the main 
road, but the more pleasant of all are the very minor ones, scarcely 
more than wagon trails but with virtually no bumps as on the more 
traveled highways which often have that corduroy ’’effect” or surface 
that about shakes your teeth loose* The trails on the other hand have 
had little attention, and much less travelled bjr heavy cars and trucks, 
they run here through cool, dank, and dark shady forests, more forests 
than Jbngles, though just as tangled, to seemingly drier than farther 
down the river 4 toward the coast* I like to think these trails are 



worn smooth by the constant padding of bare feet. There is a steady 
but intermittent stream of natives going in both directions with 
everything on their heads from a heavy log of wood, to live stock, 
mostly chickens, and garden produce, and often a single small tin 
can or a wine bottle sitting upright on the head. How they do it 
beats me, upstairs and down, t along the road, and wading through 
streams, everything goes, nothing falls or breaks] have yet to see 
it happen. There are an amazing number of bicycles, in every remote 
thatched hut village, one or more. Even our truck driver has his 
along on top of our boxes! All said it may yet come in handy if gas 
should give out though each auto caiTies a sizeable can of it in the 
trunk. When the autos come along the road the natives, idiether 
on wheels or not, get over on the grass "shoulders” if they may be 
called that, rather edge of the woods to let cars by. The road is 
too narrow (except main highways) for one to safely pass a hum^an being 
at speed traveled frequently 35 , sometimes better. The bikes get over 
in the rough too, andone black woman with another one sitting on (over) 
rear wheel mud guard spilled the latter, this noon as we went by. 

Yes, colored chauffeurs are just as fast and hard on their own kind 
when sitting in the dirver's seat. Country priests are on bikes, 
and black mothers with kids straddling their waists from beliind 

and tightly bound on with mother's wrap-around are anusing sights. It's 
the black world awheel. 




I've been wanting to stop at the bottori of each page but 
keep rambling on. Had intended to fill back of Wagenia post cards 
with further notes that I have on those doughty fishing people but 
there's no time right here and now. Must pack for move back to 
Stanleyville, for tomorroi^we head for Nia-Nia. Still wish you were 
along. Good luck to you both (and i hope foriis). 

Sincerely, 

WLS 
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Stanleyville , Apr. 22,* 55 


Dear Bruce and Mrs. Bredin, 

Perhaps if I took to postcards I could keep you better posted. 
Letters I seem never to get at except those I must write officially 
to keep the ball rolling, and there have been plent y back and forth 
here to the American Consul, to Dr. Carmichael at the Smithsonian, and 
to Dr. van Straelen in Belgium. The last named had promised and arranged 
permits to wildlife areas from which tourists are excluded, permission 
to collect lava samples from the volcanoes of the eastern Congo, and 
tire courtesy of spending a night or two at the elephant training camp 
at Gangala-na-Bodio . It seems minor officials hereabouts dread the 
Governor General, and long after (some days) after we left Leopoldville 
where the Governor resides we learned we also need additional permits 
from him. Happily a letter and a wire fixed things up. Van Straelen 
is yet to be heard frcaa this second time around regarding the lava. 

We are most anxious for these samples because the lava^f central Afi’ica 
differ strikingly from those in other parts of the world and are 
unrepresented in our Museum* s collection of volcanic materials. The 
latest flow was 1953, and indeed there are a number of active volcanoes 
that yield beautiful pictures if caught at the right time. 

But to go back a few steps. I cannot realize that I have let you 
have no word frcm me since April 11 in Leopoldville. It was the hottest 
day yet 96 in the shade, or have I already told you this. (88 degrees 
in our room at the same time k p.m. The most surprising thing about 
this equatorial land is the climate and at least in the “larger** cities 
the absence of insects and vermin. Dr. Baker, who is perhaps thinner 
blooded than I am , frequently reaches for a blanl&t before dawn, yet 
the low at night can go down (?) to 72 degrees. It *3 the steady cool 
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evening and early morning breeze that makes you feel cooler than the 
thermometer lets you think it is» This too is old stuff perhaps but 
I marvel at the weather, though we do feel the sun and perspire 

freely at midday. 

On the 12th April in Leopoldville I got off one crate containing 
some unwanted gear, a few specimens of invertebrates, sone of Baker* s 
mite collections and these figurines I picked up for you. There will 
be some others as we get .along. On' the 13th we were taken over to 
Brazzaville in PVench Equatorial Africa, virtually a suburb of 
Leopoldville, the latter being the finer, more up to date, and more 
thriving business community. No end of workers (white collar a few) 
go back and forth dally on the little motor ferry boats, 20 minute 
run to the other side. Wish we might send you photos as th^ are M 
being taken, but the pleasure of seeing at looking at them will have 
to await developing, sissembling and labelling. Crossing the Congo 
at Leopoldville to Brazzaville is for all the world like crossing the 
Ouayas River at Guayaquil, except for the language, French here, 

Spanish there— the mighty swiftly flowing river carrying a steacfy stream 
of flotsam and ;Jet 3 am along, the result of frequent and strong up river 
floods and torrential rains, a stea(fy procession of grass patches and 
other vegetation drift rapidly by morning, noon, and night, here and 
there the natives paddle by in dugouts, low hills back up the verdant 
shore line, and just back of the landing place a huge baobob tree just 
as at the Guasraquil, Ecuador river crossing and perhaps even transplanted 
from thence. Indeed the predominating agricultural staples raised in 
this land were originally found only in South America. Life in Brazzaville 
is less hurried and quieter the place seems to be under less pressure 
and push and go and maybe for all its comparative backwardness as compared 
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with Leopoldville an easier place to live in. The show place is a 
Catholic church of unique design described not so long ago in TiiBe 
and there the natives^ sing a Congo H/mn or chant I'd give anything 
to hear. We did not have that good luck. On the litth April Thursday 
we had (or were invited) to speak at the American Club^ a luncheon 
group of some UO-60 English speaking people who meet once a month in 
the local aoo restaurant. Served one of the best meals I had in all 
Leopoldville except the two dinners given for us by the American 
Consul and later the vice consul in their respective homes. The 
dwellings are roomy and high ceilinged and correspondingly cool during 
the day. This residentiAl architecture is inside quite different from 
what we have in the States. We did get around to do a little collecting 
in the local botanic garden, got some soil samples too, -expect in the 
course of the trip to amass quite a number,— yes, for future anti-biotics , 
if we'r lucky with our sampling. The l6th was "get-ready" day for the 
move by air to Stanleyville, said to be hotter and more humid than Leo, 
This was a marvelous flight high over the African Jungle Lands. At 
first much open countiy where farming and the gathering of wood had 
destroyed the forest but as we got up toward Coquilhatville the open 
spaces were fewer and the forest denser, Here and there a pillar 
of anoke where scsne native was clearing a bit of land in the wilderness, 
but otherwise endless miles of forest land, vast stretches of trees as 
far as the eye could see, and through it all winding back and forth, 
the mighty river stream, vast mud shoals of bright red (old Virginia 
clay like) soil. We landed in Stanleyville at ii p.m. and were walked 
across the street to the Sabena Guest House where this is being written 
on the 20th. Believe it or not, our boxes shipped from New York a 
month earlier were still not here, and not due till the 20th, but from 
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Leopoldville we had film and some gear that we had to air freight over 
to keep us going. With this are a few post cards in lieu of some of 
your "own" (made possible) photos of the Wagenia fishermen. They are 
the most noted of the Congo fishing people with their wiers and oane 
nets stretched across the Congo just above the city on the fall side 
of the last or lower most of the seven cataracts forming the so called 
Stanley/ Falls, The Wagenians are iiard working, industrious, people, 
fishing as did their ancestors before the white man came. (Wlien I 
get back I shall try to run down the first report of this fishery that 
was ever marie. The cards show the cone traps or nets, the scaffolding 
from which they are lowered and raised in the water and seme of the 
people, the nets have the water pouring through them dan and night. 

They are raised twice a day and the hapless fish removed the force 
of the water carrier the fish in and they cannot make their way out 
again against it. I am moved to call the Wagenians, the Human King 
Fishers of the Congo, their unique rig it would seem, entitles them 
to some such title. Therefore we have endeavoured to show something 
of their mode of life, work, play, homes, and fish weir and traps. 
Everything used in the fishery they make themselves frcmi wood, branches, 
and vines they bring in, in their canoes (dugouts) from the forests 
across or fax’ther up the river. It’s really remarkable what they can 

do without using anything pro by the white man, rope, nails, 

or wire, and I much doubt if the white mans materials would hold up 
as well. The Wagenians in their fishery have neither a rust or supply 
problem the resources of the nearby jungles are seemingly limitless. 
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I hope the filming of these people and their activities is as good as 

I think it is. We did not get all we wanted of them^ but there should 

be enough to make it worthvrtiile. We've revisited this "village'* right 

on the outskirst of Stanleyville four times this week whenever we could 

get away from customs. The ciistcros people want to tax all exposed film 

and we do not want to pay it but never we had to deposit 3,000 

francs ($21^0.) to get them out of '*hock" so to speak. The tax is 

supposed to be taken out (subtracted) when we send or take the exposed 

film with us. Naturally, w# put up a sqwak not to these people but to 

the folks back home. I have written Dr, CaCTuchael and the American 

Consul. We hope that Dr. Carndchael can get through the State Department 

from the Belgian Government, Scientific expeditions get concessions 

is 

the purely coranercial venturer, cannot, and that is why this/so "sudden" 
so to speak. I had several talks with folks at the Belgian Qnbassy, 
one indeed to film quite a bit of the Congo, but no one gave us aqy 
warning of any restrictions on film. It's not too bad and won't cramp 
us too much, but it's the first tiirie in many trips elsewhere that & 
scientific mission of this sort has been held up by this sort of thing. 

Blit we have everything now in the truck that follows the auto in which 
we shall be riding. Our deposit less tax on exposed filia wheai we leave 
the Congo the end of May will be returned to us, the expedition. For 
the Egiiptian part of the trip as planned we have film that will carry 
us through and be untaxedi-the Smithsonian is checking with all governments 
concerned, Uganda (British), Anglo-Bgyptian Sudan, and Egypt. I want no 
more red-tape such as we had in Leopoldville and here. 






\ 
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The Ppnthierville trip out of Stanleyville we had to oaneel for 
accOTinodations there; the time has not been wasted. The oanoejf 
ftip by natives wsia made and filmed by the Sextons and sound recorded 
but this last did not amount to much, more native chattering than singing 
Tou’ll be hearing 

rushing of the water over the rocks and through the nets at the Wagenia 
Falls. Today the 22nd vfas our second and last day at customs and we 
have ©xne away to do as we list minus the money deposited. We hope to 
get it all back State Dept, and Belgian government willing. Saturday 
night and Sunday night we had planned to visit the langambi agricultural 
research station l50 miles down stream frcr- here, but after we got here 
we received word that the folks there were sending a station wagon for 
us, leavi.ng here at 8 a.m. We are packing tonite for that 2 nights 
at Tangambi trip. I really wish you were here to take it in. We flew 
over the place on the banks of the Congo in the heart of the forested 
area \tiere they are trying out and Improving the agricultural development 
of this part of the "dark continent? Along vrith all this Dr. Baker, 
who went along several times to the Wagenia fishery found a little 
garden patch of sugar cane in one of the back yards (behind the house 
area) that was heavily infested i^ith mites, so much so it was showing 

signs of wi . Now at Tangambi we want to see what they have in 

healtly sugar cane, and what mites, if any, it carries there. The Kight 
Mites is another film sequence we hope to get together if we get the 
breaks on filming Baker's work and some of the mites he*s seen and 
collected. We even brought along a Museum microscope in hopes of getting 
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some of these tiny depredators on filra. As an aside a mite which affects 
wheat in the midwest at home caused 17 million dollars in damage to the 
crop in one year. DDT spraying cured the trouble there. That's ’idiat's 
so wonderful about the mite part of this expedition of yours, all these 
mites we are gathering are potential enemies of plants and crops back 
home and the more we can learn about their whereabouts, the plants they 
affect, the better we can cope with them when trouble comes, I haven't 
been so lucky with my shrimps, the fisheries man in Leopoldville gave me 
a gloomy picture, but a missionary I met in a store today said the 
natives in their vicinity some miles north of here made quite an article 
of diet of than. I've been in writing some official letters and this 
note to you. Sexton and son photographed the oanoing natives and Baker 
got mites along shore. Tonite we pack for tomorrow, the 25th we take 
off auto and truck for Nia-Nia and points east and north of here. It's 
too bad you can't see with your eyes some of the tilings we are seeing. 

I want to write more, I owe it to you but have to keep this outfit 

moving and packed. In saae ways I'm hand maiden to the group but I 

want the utmost out of thaa for the emedition's and the Staithsonian's sake. 
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Early a. m. April, 23/55 
StanleyAdlle 

Except for one heavy rain in Leopoldville, I have not on this trip seen 
so heavy a down pour as started just about the time the Sextons and 
Baker got back yesterday. Began with a driazle, and then came down in 
"bunches.” At supper time, around 7 p.a. a boy frcm the main bui2,ding 
came over with an oversized umbrella came over to escort us one by one 
to the dining room. It was not too bad so I did essay in water repellent 
hat and raincoat I'd brought from home, an old light, topcoat I lad 
"waterproofed,” The rain was cold and the coat felt welcome. The 
Sabena Guest House is much like the better class "motels” back riomei 
the rooms are newly furnished it's all bare minimtj^. We had a time 
scaring up a second table so the two of us, Baker and myself, would 
have vK)rk space, there is no dresser, locker or the like, just a metal 
rack to one side of the twdn-bedroora with four attached coat 

hangers. The beds are low, lattice metal, head and foot and very comfortable, 
two chairs and two little bedside tables and two small benches (with 
shelf under for shoes I would say) din top of which you lay your suit 
case, with grip or brief case beside, basin in room with shower and 
toilet in separate two windowed room, -ample hot water is a blessing 
not only for rinsing nylons, shirts, etc, but for refreshing showers; 
the warmer water seems to take off more than cole one, leaves pores 
open and you cooler than the reaction from a cold one. Here as in 
the Palace Hotel in which we lived did not stint the hot water. Inland 
and away from these larger places it's different. The floors are tile 
here as in Leo are tile, and scrubbed every day. Help is cheap and 
plentiful, and mostly bare- foot, -very willing and always cheerful, 
swarthy black, clothed in cotton shirt and shorts mostly, wholly so 
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aroynd this place, waters white duck unifoOT coats and trousers, thought 
Oht the lights in our roc»i here as in Leo. are ceiling high with a 
smaller one over the basin, and a still dimmer bulb about 7 feet up on 
wall between beds, with wall switch so high you have to get out of the 
low bed to manipulate it. The ligiits are so high, there are no table 
or desk lamps, so we had to buy one for Baker to use witii his microscope, 
just a wire from with socket and siwrt cord. We have extension cord 
and bulbs with us, but had to get this before the boxes in whicn they 
were packed arrived. Did I tell you before? You folks had the right 
idea ccming by ship? It would have saved us sane time and several 
headaches so to speak. Without our collecting gear air travel is simple, 
with it your outfit goes ty ship and over here at least you have, we 
had trouble meeting it or rather it us. The bottle neck in the Belgian 
Congo is the railroad frcm Katadi. The amount of freight it hauls past 
the lower falls of the Congo from the sea-port to the navigable stretch 
of the river, that runs from Leopoldville to the Wagenia fishery cataract 
at Stanleyville, is inconceiveable almost, one train (more or less 
European style) after another all day and most of the night. Heavy freight 
seems to take precedence. At least over boxes which should have reached 
here before us, yet bogged down at Katadi and so came into Stanleyville 
by river steamer after us, missing the preceding steamer. All is 
straightened out now, though. 

I mentioned the totel boysj these blacks are everywhere and perform 
all sorts of tasks. Black male typists in banks and custcms houses 
(shed on dock and well as city offlcesj they ran the adding machines, 
and man the book keepers desks, clerk the stores, and are permitted 
and encouraged to perform any and all labor and tasks they Ceui master. 

What they learn and do they do well, but everyone tells us, and all tell 

f 

I 


1 
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us about the same that these natives can only do one thing at a time- 
single track-minds. Wiat they do they do well with attention to detail, 
but give them a different routine or training and the first is f 


ten and they have to be trained to it fLii0 again. You should see the 
»bcys” black as everywhere else) riandle the fork lift-trucks on the 
river steamer docks. They are as good as any operators in the States 
and seem to enjoy it more. Thpy seem more alert than the waiters in 
the dining room here, who seem to bring but one thing at a time most 
of the time. For breakfast for insta/ice, cup ?ind saucer, then dish 
of preserves, plate, maybe bread, the coffee is usually late, you often 
wait for it a considerable time, a pitcher of milk comes >ri.th it, as 
often as not, the little tray or saucer with the lump sugar when asked 
for or thought of. All meals are interminably long from cur or is it 
just ry American point of view. Breakfast doesn't take long after 
you get it all together, but get it together. It's continental style, 
rolls or bread, coffee (such as it is), jelly or jam, milk (if you want 
it) and sugar. This is true of most places, but in this transient 


li 


guest house** (chiefly fcr these who wait over for planes, the airport 


is across the street) they also serve you 2 eggs any style and a plate 
of cold cuts, a slice of Kraft^like loaf cneese (process cheese I should 
say) a slice of ham and a slice of bologna always the same. I try to 
stick to the bread, coffee, and milk. I thrived on it in France last 
year, and hope it works the sarrie hei'e, besides the heavier breakfasts 
are apt to spoil us for the more limited ones, I expect, when we get 
further back in the country but we shall see. In France the milk is 
generally not safe, here it’s either canned, or made up from the dry 
powder, water generally is not fit to drink even though it's considered 
fairly safe in Leopoldville and Stanleyville, at meal times its bottled 
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carbonated water ('’soda”), but we have canteens into which we drop an 
iodine tablet, 1 to the qt. Dr. Sexton brought and reconmends thcra, 
will take care of all harraful contamination (animal or parasitic) 
after a 10-20 minute period, so thoroughly he claims that the worst 
polluted water can be made sterile enough to drink of safely, of 
course chemical pollution is another thing, but ”bugs" (bacteria, 
amoebae, typhoid or Wxhat have you ,) succumb to the iodine treatment more 
certainly than to boiling or even the halozone tablets (a chlorine 
preparation) widely used in i war. 

We've been eating fish caught b;^ the Wagenia fishermen at this 
"motel,” and it’s good but I do not yet know how the different (larger) 
species they catch taste. We also see (have) fish frcsn Lake Kivu on 
the shores of which Bukavu is situated, Bukavu or Costermansville 
according to your map. We are due in Bukavu on May 13. Our address 
there will be c/o Dr. Louis van den Berghe, Director, IRSAC, Lwiro 
(Katana) D. S. Bukavu, Belgian Congo, (IfiSAG stands for Institut pour 
Recherche Scientifique en Afrique (#ntrale). Quite a mouthful 
or handful if you are writing. We return from Yangambi on the 25th 
and for the next few days pursue a slightly different itinerary than 
the one you last received from me I believe, Kia Mia on the 26th, Paulis 
on the 28th, Niangar-a on the 29th arid 30th we shall be in Gangala Na 
Bodio and the Garamba Nat'l. Park, Gangala Na Bodio is the elephant 
Domestication Center , the Park is one to which tourists are not generally 
admitted. We make Kioka on the first of May, our longest single haul, 

300 miles. Prom there an the itinerary is as you have it, except at 
the tail-end (Congo itinerai-y we skip from the Gabiro Park stop to 

Entebbe (Uganda) in one day (250 miles) to gain a day for packing our 
outfit for shipping out by rail to Morabassa, and thence home by freighter 



li/23/55, cont, (Paurfc of li/22 letter) 


12 


On May 28th we fly to Jyba to begin the trip down the Nile the next 
morning, Paulis and Bukavu, and Usumbura and Juba are air stops if 
you should fly in on any of the dates in your or the above itinerary. 

I still regret that both of you could not make it. May the Nile trip 
at least prove as restful and as interesting as an ocean voyage. I 
feel a bit guilty going through with it aifter you had to change your 
plans. I hope the record of it, may make part of it up to you. 

I'll try to make the inteirval storter. Sincerely, 

VCS 



lb 


Added in Tangambi 
Apr. 2li/55, earl^.m.t 

As I did not have time before shoving to mail the "effort* of the 
past two days I take this opportunity to apologize for the marginal 
ending. It was trying to keep within a limit of 8 pp. that brought it 
about, T^ithout a postal scale in the guest house or a^ong my belongings 
I had on my last trip to the P, 0, weighed a varying 

number of sheets and envelopes to know what postage to put on what, 
and so when the 8 pp. limit (my heaviest sample weighing) was reached 
I tried to finish on the last page. Pardon the result. Kiis isn’t 
much better. Also I’d forgotten that earlier in the letter I had 
promised some postals, I shall have to get the letter and enclosures 
jUi weighed anyway and so the mailing will be still further delayed till 
Monday till I get back to Stanl^ville. I’m sorry. 

Enclosed also is the first sheet of the little local small torn 
newspaper carrying a notice of the escpedition. It is a French version 
of the little release that was prepared for Science, reworiced by the 
American Consul in Leopoldville. It still bothers me that you folks 
are not prcsninently mentioned in it. I understood you to s^ over the 
phone at goodbye time that we should not play up your name to lefve 
it out for the present and soft-pedal your participation until our 
return, when we can talk over the form that the publicity should take. 

I want to see credit given where it is so due. 1 hope I’ve don# as 
you wished, but if not we can a^ply make amends when we do publish upon 
our results. I think of you folks often, and what you've made possible 
for the rest of us. 

Tangambi nearer 120 than 150 miles down streasi from Stanleyville, 

is a very complete agricultural] experiment station. They have everything 
for testing, growing, crossbreeding, and improving native stock, and 
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endemic crop plants as well as introdnced ones. The diseases to which 
they may be subject? the nature of the soil, pjQrsiology of plant, useful 
and harmful insects and about everything in the way of agricultural 
science that you can think of the staff is not large, but it is made 
up of a lot of enthusiastic hard working young men. After Dr. Baker 
and the young man idio has made a beginning with the local soil mites 
(yes, th^ are everywhere) Dr. Maldague got together, that’s the last 
we saw of Baker. Dr. Baker started helping with him with his identi- 
fications and I do not know how late they stayed in the lab. We are 
each in a little individual guest house, each with double bed. Though 
I«ve seen no mosquitoes we were advised to sleep under the net with 
which each bed is provided# 

The station grounds cover abont 50,000 acres} we just had a qnick 
tour of area about the laboratotles and guest houses not far f^osi 
the landing place and yet spread over considerable territory# The site 
is a niai*velous one, partly on a high bluff rising above the shore, with 
a view up and down the &>ngo } the site was chosen because it was at 
the laeeting point of two diverse types of soil, two geologic forniations 
coining togethi^ here. Though the guest houses overlook a portion of 
the river, the staff residences have the finest view it raainds me of 
that Vernon out over the Potc^nac, but here from river up everything 
is on a grander( scenic scale)# Xou*ll eventually see photos of this 
and all else that the Sexton *s have taken for the expedition. Biey 
keep their cameras bu8ye'*^**'Motor boats are available} if one had time 
to take a trip you could visit the islands down the river a-* ways 
where there is a family group of hippos# Bur for the palm trees and 
a few others, you could be back home looking down the Hudson or the 
Potomac from a commanding site, overlooking well forested shores# 
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Indeed, coining over by auto, through an "alley* out through a grove 
of palm ti*8es with pendant leaves, through half closed eyes you could 
see the hanging Spanish mss of some of the Carolina roads. 

The folks here have considerable material in the way of fish 
and insects, including mites which they wish identified, and I*m sure 
the Museum will profit much in the exchange of information, for sets 
of specimens. Though we may not bring back so much ourselves the 
contacts and returns from this expedition should be rewarding to all 


concerned with it. 



Laryum Apr. 


So far as places and climate go in this part of the tropical 
world I vronld say that tangambi is tops. It’s one of the few places 

in the Congo and perhaps central Africa where one can go safely 

in the streams and indeed the Congo Belf . Regr . ably we did not 

learn of it till late yesterd^ from the doctor in charge of the 
Station Hospital. The ass’t. director received us at 11 a.m. and we 
had a pleasant hour with him and hia wife on the porch of their home 
overlooking a bend in the river from atop a high (6$ ft, +) bluff 
the similarity and the beauty of the scene reminded me more than 
ever of Ht. Vernon, though the brick house is so very diffei^nt. It 
is here that they have domesticated the wild Indian water ?buffalo. 

The trainer and keeper now walks among them. Some distance from the 
Station proper is the Hydrobiological Station on the grounds of the 
fish hatchery. Pond culture is just one more of their many research 
projects and th^ must have some 70 rearing pools with running water 
brought from river in canals of which more were in process of being 
dug. Otherwise biological work in the fresh water life hereabouts 
is at a standstill, and the very wonderful collection of local fishes, 
of which there are a host of peculiar kinds, has been much neglected. 
There is a possibility that some of it may be obtained for our own 
National collections. I’ve tried to pave the way for an exchange or 
even gift of part of it. We have so poor a representation of African 
animals of all kinds in Washington. Of big game, yes. Many people 
have hunted it and brought back trophies and whole skins. Every 
Museum in our country of any size has an African Bird and Mammal Hall. 



Each of us is quartered in a separate little guest house. Did I 
mention them above, a Jbrd station wagon ear and chauffeur, black, of 
course, was put at our disposal for the 2 days that we are here. The 
dining or mess hall is about a mile from our sleeping quarters, and 
though breakfast is not served till 7 he stands outside frcra 6 a.ra. on. 
Takes us around when not being looked after by one of the professional 
staff. Takes us tome after dinner. For staff who are out for 2 yr. 
stints with 6 raos. vacation back in Belgium theire are various recreational 
facilities. The night we arrived there was a movie show but we went 
straight to bed, ditto last night. That gives me an early start and 
a few more words to add here. 

Though French is the official language and all natives speak a 
version of it (much as Haiitians have their version of French) a 
surprising rnanber of the staff speak a very good English and nearly 
all a few words of it. director himself was attending a conference 

in Stanleyville ^ile we were visiting his Laboratories. Our paths 
crossed and are crossing in each direction. We ijsave at 8 a.m. 

He arrives afternoon. There's a r®note possibility that we may meet 
on the road. Roads are dirt, though there's more gravel on the main 
road, but the more pleasant of all are the very minor ones, scasrcely 
more than wagon trails but with virtually no bumps as on the more 
traveled highways which often have that corduroy “effect" or surface 
that about shakes your teeth loose. The trails on the other hand have 
had little attention, and much less travelled bj' heavy cars and trucks, 
they run here through cool, dank, and dark shady forests, more forests 
than Jbngles, though just as tangled, to seemingly drier than farther 
down the river fi toward the coast, I like to think these trails are 


worn smooth by the constant padding of bare feet. There is a steady 
but intermittent stream of natives going in both directions with 
everything on their heads from a heavy log of wood, to live stock, 
mostly chickens, and garden produce, and often a single small tin 
can or a wine bottle sitting upright on the head. How they do it 
beats me, upstairs and down, % along the road, and wading through 
streams, everything goes, nothing falls or breaks? have yet to see 
it happen. There are an amasing number of bicycles, in every remote 
thatched hut village, one or more. Even our truck Hi driver has his 
along on top of our boxes I All said it may yet ccrae in handy if gas 
should give out though each auto carries a sizeable can of it in the 
trunk. Mien the autos Hi come along the rcsad the natives, Miether 
on wheels or not, get over on the grass “shoulders" if they may be 
called that, rather edge of the woods to let cars by. The road is 
too narrow (except main highways) for one to safely pass a human being 
at speed traveled frequently 3$, sometimes better. The bikes get over 
in the rough too, andone black woman with another one sitting on (over) 
rear ^dieel mud guard spilled the latter, this noon as we went by, 
les, colored chauffeurs are just as fast and hard on their own kind 
when sitting in the dirver*s seat. Country priests are on bikes, 
and black mothers with HH kids straddling their waists from behind 
and tightly bound on with mother’s wrap around are amusing sights. It’ 
the black world awheel. 



I*ve been wanting to stop at the bottom of each page but 
keep rambling on. Had intended to fill back of Wagenia post cards 
with further notes that I have on those doughty fishing people but 
there ‘s no time right here and now. Must pack for move back to 
Stanleyville, for tomorroy.we head for Nia-ffia. Still wish you were 


along. Good luck to you both (and j hope foj^s). 


Sincerely 


WLS 
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April 11, 1955 


Dear Bruce and Mrs. Bredin, 

The getting started as it were has been a bit more delayed fnan 
expected. In clearing the collecting outfit we learned for the first 
time that film pays duty unless personally carried out of the country 
by him who brings it in, —this is at the local customs house. However, 
film "shot** in a humid climate such as this, should be developed forth- 
with and we can't take each batch of film out as it is exposed. It's 
a funny law, when exposed film spoils if not developed promptly, and 


is of nu use to anyone else (and so of no coranercial value). Fortunately 


we have a very fine letter to the Governor General of tne Colony from 
Van Straelen in Binssels, which the Consul says will do uhe trick. 


K 


Our appointment with him to deliver the letter though is not till 
Wednesday, but that's soon coming up. The Sexton's father and. son 
(his assistant,— his father has paid his round trip air fare) arrived 



at nocn today so soon the picture taking will get undearway. The weather ^ 

has been warm, but not too warm today was the hottest so far 96 degrees / ^ 


outside in the shade, -88 degrees in the room where this was written. 
Took the temperature at li p.m. however. In the hotel you do not notice 


or mind it, because is the typical, tropic hotel, a bit on the Victorian 



side, huge rooms, way high and with I glass (double^^nd 


at least 9 ft high not counting another 2 feet or more of transom above, 

I Cn < 




cont. 


2 


APR 1 1 1958* 

water which we stemmed with a towel firsli shower we tried after getting 
off the plane. The hotel had it fixed while we called on the American 
Consul here to get things out of custcsas and on their way. Part of 
the shipment goes on to Stanleyville, for which place we leave this 
coming Sunday morning. Up until recently one could buy authentic 
African native sculpture ivory and wood at tbs local museum of native 
art, axi interesting though small collection. It is in the Congo Museum 
in Brussels vraere they Iiave all the wonderful African carvings you 
hear about. The African nativt;s are still as productive as fonnerly, 
and here in !,eopoldville as elsewhere affer vari.ous tltinps for sale in 


li i4 ^ I i Vr da a ^ -c 1 s Oili^ t \ ^ 

but is recently caived stuff. Still it has its charm or lure should I 
say, though none of it ccrapares in size, or perhaps in originality with 


the "antiques’* in museum 


O 


APR 1 1 1^8 


Last evening in tne ''Arab’* market as it is called I bought two 
small ivory carved huntsmen (nativvos on foot with spears) between 8 
and 9 inches hign including inch high wooden base j*- also a wooden image 
of a native drummer about ih incxies high. This took iry eye because 
it*s done in the old style t]:iat we recognised as African. There was a 
sizeable head or face carving that I saw the night before but could not 
buy being without sufficient exchange it being Sunday# Monday today 
is also a holiday^ but the hotel manager let rfie have some change but 
the native with the head I wanted did not show up# I hope he does for 
I want it for you# 5^ get these things someMiat under half the asking 

oS^ 

price or at leas t half^ you^^native yoursell^or an old time resident 
whom they recognized you may do better. The wooden image was 900 francs 
($18.00) I got it for t-9. you liave to bargain, walk away, cane back. 




APR 1 1 1858“ 


U/ll/55, cont. 


3 


APR 1 i 


if the salesman, artist, or dealer as the case may be doesn’t come after 

you. The ivory figures were held at 1100 and 1000 frs. but I finally 

got them for It^O each ($9.00). I shall pack these with several pcs 

of unwanted equipment and clothing I’m sending to the Museum ty ship. 

Due course I'll get them into your hands okay, with what else of interest 

I can pick up. Staaleyville has similar ’•markets.” This one is held 

APR 1 1 1955* 

©V6ry night b 0 tw 00 n 6 or 7 9 or 10 peia* 

Xou had the right idea going by ship. Wish I'd held to it. The 

transition from cold to hot is too sudden for comfort by plane. lou're 
loaded down with winter clothes, and have to take several hours getting 
through customs, even with a special passport. The Sextons suffered 
too on the hottest day of the week, ^sfhe nights are delightful 
remarkably cool and comfortable you often need a sheet and Baker 
occasionally has reached for a light blanket before morning. Stanleyville 
is said to be more humid but beyond it gets more temperate, and cooler. 
Everyone tells me that April and May are the best months for photograpiqrj 
you picked the ideal time ,^[onight ^hil e^wi ^ing^ at_ J;hi^ we had our 
first heavy (tropicil) rain, and before that just a half-day drizzle 


for which very few people put on raincoats. ^The'v^ 

^ drives auto, 


onsul^said he 


APR 1 1 195S 


doesn't own on^^^sut-ofLci 
So far as shrimps go here I've drawn a blank but Dr. Baker has 
reaped a grand harvest of plant mites, marly are undoubted new species, 
and others represent species and genera he knows but has never seen 
before in the flesh. He says we should have an important contribution 
describing the new mites out in say six months after our return. Every 
plant in town and out has its parasitic mites. Thus they are easy to 


APR 1 1 ISSST 



\i/W/S$y contl 


h 


APR 1 1 1955* 

come by by picking branches and leaves, but the mites themselves are 
so small that Baker spends his noncollecting time over the microscope, 
We*ve also got a number of other insects including a few leaf hoppers 
that a specialist in the Museum prcmiised to report on if we got ai^ 
sizeable collection of them. ^ 

Forgive me for cutting this short but its way after 2 a. in. 

I do hope everything is going well and comfortably wi ou 



folks, I'm sorry you missed seeing at least this place. litell you 



about others when we Txme tov^ran and more of the trip as we progress. 

Mj'- best to you and yours, 

Sincerely, 

WLS 

Note: On back of S and 6, hand printed pages 


“vllle where we shall pick it un about the 03rd. We have about 
enough" 
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March 7 


Mr. 3 . Bruce Bredin 
P. O. Box 87 
Wilmington 99» Delaware 

Dear Mr. Bredin; 

Dr. Waldo Schmitt has told me ol the very sad 
news that it is not going to be possible for you and 
Mrs. Bredin to accompamy the Smithsonian Institution 
expedition to Africa that you have most generously fi- 
nanced. It was very kind of you to direct that the ex- 
pedition is to proceed as planned, and 1 certainly hope 
that the scientific results will be of lasting value. I 
trust that it will be possible for you to join the expedi- 
tion before it returns. 

On behalf of the Smithsonian Institution may 1 
take this opporttmity to thank you again for your very 
great generosity in making this field trip possible. 

Sincerely yours. 



Leonard Carmichael 
Secretary 
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Bredin, Bnjce 
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Dear Bruce, and Mrs, 

I shall be getting final figures on the trip in Africa and transportation 
to and frcan tomorrow inorningj was by to hasten matters this morning. Shall 
write again tomorrow but have been stymied by many things including that 2 
wks in California, 

Seston has kept you posted on “shots'*. The type of travel film he mentions 
is in the minds of all of us and will be worked out well in advance of our 
leaving. We all want your advice and suggestions; hope to title it "Congo 
Low Life" because we shall be taking so much of it properly magnified. It 
will be something neither the average traveller or explorer in Africa,<^ever sees. 
Along with it all we shall be getting into a national park closed to ordinary 
visitors by special government pennission, and shall stop in guest houses of 
several of the Belgian research Laboratories, also by advance pennission. 

We shall also be getting movies of natives and of the striking wild life, and 
of the mother of civilization Egypt on the way. The movie as you suggested 
in the first place and as Sexton sees it too will be a most worthwhile feature 
of the entire exptJdition. I'm sending this along today, perliaps only a day 
ahead of the estimates because I know you are as anxious as are we all to get 
down to "brass tacks" and definite figures and dates. This much we do know 
freighter ship leaves N.Y. Mar. 26 arrives in Matadi 9 or lOthj we should be in 
Leopoldville by the 11th (or 12th?), Dr. Miariion has had to drop out. Had two 
resignations frcro his faculty, but we have his collaborator and coworker 
knows mites and ticks as well as Itiarton ready to take his place. The Dept, of 
Agriculture vAiere he is ©nployed as entcmiologist , has indicated that they will 
make him available when wanted. 

Dr. Sexton has raised a point that I may as well mention here 

as in tomorrow's letter. Instead of looking for a photographic assistant in 
Africa that we use his son also an experienced photographer with the Anny's 
medical research unit at Walter Reed Hospital here in town. Sexton will pay 
his son's transportation round trip to Africa, and once there we can take him 
along for expenses of travel (auto & interior plane) subsistence and lodging. 

I had not anticipated this, but I can recommend it heartily. Hiring assistants 
on the ground in Leo|X)ldviile we had planned for anyway and if young Sextto is 
on the ground, it's better to hire a white instead of a black assistant. The 
Army, as does the Snithsonian with us and Agriculture with Baker, would take 
care of his pay or salary. 

I hope you will approve, but we shall leave that open until we see how 
the definitive estimate stacks up tomorrow. 

Baker can accompany us on the freighter which Wharton was unable to do. 

You will find Fd Raker as congenial and as pleasant a travelling companion 
as Wharton. 

Have this day paid down by S.I. check |1900 covering four steamship 
passages, 2 double rooms, New York to Matadi, leaving Mar. 26. 
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More tomorrow, or the very next day if I can't get it written or 
"composed” before. 

Hope you are having the time of your life in Florida it's very 
nice, so was California. I was in San Francisco, Berkeley, Palo Alto, 
L. A., and San Diego, It was cold in the mornings from 30 to 39, — 
and 70 to 80 by midday. As nice as it was I like my old East as well. 

Good luck. 

Sincerely 
Waldo L. Sciimitt. 


I feel foolish sticking the folks in Delaware for air mail, but frcxa here 
out, at such a short distance it often actuall^slows down delivery. 


WLS 




Bred in, Bruce 


f 
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January 21, 1955 


Mr. Bruce Bredin 
Greenville, Delaware 

Dear ^ruce and Kra. Bredin: 

At long last, after several consultations witii Dr. Goustry at the Belgian 
SiBbassy, I worked out a reasonable and workable Congo itinerary on a ii5 day 
and a 30 day basis. The alternatives are so arranged that we should have 
sufficient tiae to collect scientifically worthwhile specimens of the plant 
and animal life of the region (no large animals, birds or game) and also 
opportunities for picture taking. Even tijough Dr. Goustry said he wished to 
consult a Belgian friend of his who had Just returned from the Congo, he did 
not anticipate that any changes would be needed in this itinerary because it 
seemed to cover the ground quite well and at not too fast a pace. The rough 
draft that I am sending you herewith will keep you abreast of dereloprsents , 
so to speak. As soon as I get further word from Goustry I will write you 

another line or two. Mhen he gives final appK>val I siiall be able to get 

definite costs for auto hire, sendees of a guide like Thornton, sleeping 
accommodations and the like, on the order of the AAA itinerary that I have 
alreac^ sent you. Their itinerary was far too strenuous, taking in too much 
ground and leaving vifctually no time for scientific work or pictures. 

As planned, it is: steamer ftrom New fork to Hatadi, as you wished | 
airplane Leopoldville to Stanleyvillej thence by auto over the route given 
on this revised itinerary. We end up in Costerraansville (Bukavu) and then go 
by air to catch the Nile boat at Juba on May 15 (for the 30 day tour) or on 
Kay 29 (1»5 day tour), flying fjrom Leopoldville to Stanleyville will necessitate 
sending our gear and some of the photographic supplies from Washington at least 
a month ahead of time so tJiat they will be in Stanleyville when we need them. 

From Juba on the Nile trip will be as set forth in the AAA itineraiy, except 

that one or two days should be added to pennit visiting Luxor and vicinity. 

I was surprised that this outstanding bit of sightseeing was not included in 
the AAA itinerary. 

Fr<wn Er. Qiapin in the {k>ngo I learned tiiat the AAA was in touch with 
Fric Thornton and I expect to <»ntinue working through thcPi with him. He is 
the man who knotra the country and the natives well. I Just liope that his 
services will be available to iw. I am writing him forthwith. 



t 
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The thing that is holding us up right now, or rather giving both you 
and me seme anxiety, is t>je lack of an actual sailirig date for the New fork 
to Hatadi freighter, especially as we have the two May dates for the Nile 
lx)8ts. They lewve Juba every two weeks. ¥e are all hoping toat the freighter 
will leave close to April 1. Every day after that date would shorten the 
Congo trip just timt much because we cannot upset the bi-weekly departures 
from Juba. Tou were hoping for a full ii5 days in the Congo. This would bring 
us to Juba on or about Kay 29th, adding 20 to 21 days to this for the Nile, 
including Luxor, and would land us in Caijro on or about June 17 or 18. The 
AAA Nile itinerary occupied 19 days. Is it feasible or practicable for you 
to start hose at so late a date? Can you spare the time? fhe Museum will 
grant me as much leave as is necessary and Sexton, too, hopes that he can 
make the Nile trip with us, 

I hope that Mrs. ftredin will continue on tore ugh the whole expedition, 
for from vtiat Hoogstraal said she should find the Nile trip rewarding. It 
will be certainly restful and surely highly interesting. If Mrs. Bredin has 
never been to Egypt she should not miss it. 

The way I am breezing along here does not mean that I am umindful of 
the marvelous opportunity you folks are giving us musevm people of seeing 
something of a very intriguing part of the world. It is one fro® which the 
TJ.S.N.M. has so little in the way of natural history material and a region 
where we shall be able to make some si|33ificatii discoveries in the way of 
inv.’srtebrate and other small animal life. This ejqjedition is also a grand 
opportunity for making a film that neither the Museum nor the rest of os 
could otherwise make. 

I am hoping that you can give the time needed for the hS day tour in the 
Congo, plus the 2D days or so that the Nile, Juba to Cairo to New York trip 
will require. If you jaust be in New York before ttet we may have to cut down 
the tour to 30 ds^s to make the Kay 15 Nile boat or else fly from Costemans- 
ville to Khartoum, taking the boat and/or train down river from thsat point. 

I hesitate even to mention the possibility of flying Sabena to Leopoldville 
by way of ^oissels. This is their regular route to the Congo but I feel that 
Mrs. Bredin* s heart is set on that freighter to Matadi and she should have it. 

It will be very nice if you can put off your return to New York until June 
19 or 20, Mharton would have to fly haae from Costersansville because he must 
be back at the (diversity the first week in June. 

I shall have all costs totaled by tlie time I get back from this unavoidable 
California trip, January 2h through February 7. It mediately thereafter I shall 
move along the collecting gear or such things that need to be delivered to 
Stanleyville. Also, after I l»ar from you about return dates I shall make the 
necessary plane reservations, Leopoldville to Stanleyville} Coatermansville to 
Juba; and Cairo to New York; for kiiarton and Sexton, New York to Leopoldville} 
and for barton alone, Gostermansville on by way of Paris, Binissels, and 
London, with a night in each place so that he will have a full day to consult 
with the site specialists in the national museums in each of these countries. 

I recormend Sabena for ffriarton, at least, because they regularly go to New York 
by way of Brussels and do all or most of the Congo flying. Tiie result would be 
a round trjp ticket with stop over privileges in the Congo for Wharton. 
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We shall get off in good season with all that we need to take or 
send. Passpcart infoisaation will be sent you shortly by my secretary 
and if Dr. Sexton hasn’t sent you the injections or vaccinations schedule 
I will get after Jiia when I call hi® today. 

Best ever to you and the fasily. 


Sincerely, 


Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Dept. of Zoology 


Enc. 

WLSivb 
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Bredin, Mr. Bmice 



November 23 » 19 5U 


Mr. Bruce Bredin 
CJreenville, Delaware 

Dear Bruce: 

I was a bit crowded Friday as I was trying to get things in shape for a 
Quick trip to Miami over Saturday. This did not come off as Rights 
T«Iashington were canceled tiiat evening from about 8 p.ra. on. I believe all 
SSorts up ^ur W were closed on account of the heavy weather too. 

Along the rather extended itinerary sent you, I had intended matog a 
few more remarks about the collecting planned. At overnight 
are to be set for the small animal life occurring xn the to^be 

gathered in the following morning. At luncheon stops the bushes to 
beaten" for insect life, specimens of the plants attacked or 

and am land crabs or terrestrial Crustacea that may be turned up. At the na- 
riveTi.SLs, and there are .«.y of ther. ttroughout tte .ai-.at«.a gngo, 
sn^.eimen 3 of shrimps, and fish, in part, will be secured. The photograpner , 
tLoughout, will take pictures of coUecting operations, of 
local scenery, natives, and animal life as appropriate and pra 

The itinerary sent you, so far as I have been able 
around 190 miles per day of actual travel. This can be cut from 

SS runs which would permit longer interim stops, a^, as Previously sj^ested, 
bv cutting out the Elizabethville trip we would gain about twelve days. The 

places noted as possible 

be made, as the expedition p-cgresses, in order to allow f 

favorable localities. I've added such mileages as I could get from maps at la . 

As soon as I can get a proper map, and hear from Drs. Chapin and Vercammen- 
Grandjean in the Ck>ngo, I'll write again. 

If you think you can make it down this way on December 2, won't you let ua 
know via the enclosed card which requires no postage. 

Sincerely yours. 


Waldo L- Schmitt 
Head Curator 
Dept, of Zoology 


Enclosure 
I, Schmitt !Vb 
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P. S. Just today a friend called uy attention to a lecture on 
Central Africa that will be given her® by the National Geographic 
Society on December 3. It will feature a part of the Congo that 
we shall be visiting and also the Elis&bethville erai which I have 
suggested omitting. I expect to have several tickets for the 
evening showing at 8:30, Vkmld you be free to go? Friday, I 
believe is a bad day for you. The lecture is also given at U:;x) 
the saane day and I a® sure that I could also get tickets for teat 
afternoon showing if it would be more convenient for you. 

If you can’t come Friday I am hoping that we will see you 
on Thursday the second, anyway. 



Horeinber 19 19% 


Mi% Bruea Bredin 
Oreexjville 5 Delaraw 


1 believe MCfntioned that jo'u would be away until the 22nd ^ so 
this letter stould meed jon an ycmr raturxu 


Utixigs are m.or±ng along witn. yoiir Congo expedition bnt more slowly, 
perhaps, tlian you mignt wish* There are a miaber of angles milch need to 
be ironed out* ffot foi^iiidable, however. I am awaiting a letter from Dr. 
James C. Qiapin mo Ms spent the batter part of iila life in the Coiigo. 
now lives on the smrm of Lake fiirua Mere- he is om of the 


resident conservation officers fur the Belgian goveranant. IMtil I get 
answers to questions I have raised with him we should Mid further pi arming 
in abeyance. In the Congo uo mmd minima two asaistarits , one to serve the 


photographer mth hia gear so that we eaia get the utmost out of the picture 
taking! the otaer one to help with collecting and preservation of speciMens, 
especially the hosts of mites and ticks. Plants too, ai-^ often seriously 
infested with mites and other parasites. Host plants %rill also be collected 
for further study. Dr. Cnapin is in a position to recomriencl qualified in* 
dividuals* Meanwhile I'r. Wiarton lias made similar inquiries of If*, fereais^en- 
Grand jean of the goverav.ent research laMratory at Gostea*iaansvilie (Bukavu). 
Between Chapin and ?*DraMjean we sMuld b# abl© to obtain th© services of 
the best available people. Vitth assistants, photo and collecting gear, 
a second auto will be necas^sary. 


In order to get a line on might be done in the Congo travelling 
by ante, T got what might be called a basic itinerary frm the AAA. It 
gives us at least a polirfe of der^aritire. As mapped out it rather otMpl etely 
covers the whole of tiw colony. JMlms you wiah it otherwise, I believe 
the Eli^abetbville part of the totir should be omitted. This would gain the 
expedition twelve days that could be given over to more time at other important 
stops, i. e. , Costamansville, the headquai^ters oi' the Belgian scientific 
research work in tne Congo, aiid for photography in tm wild-life areas, of 
native village scenes, of collecting operations enroute and at the principal 
native fisheries* 

Tm altarnativ^e auto route at the end of the typed itinerary wMuld be 
substituted for the Congo Iciver trip. Too thought the latter mne'n too long 
and I agree. In autos we could make better use of our tim©. The AAA tour 
was quoted at about 13000* per person, using one car. I have since asked 

for an estimate for a trip of sixailar duration and distance based on the use 
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of two c&rs bat without a hard and fast itinerary. Thus we could go where 
we wished, even to the places suggested, and stay as long as we like 
(within tije overall tiBie liisit). Eegardij-ig tlie ocean vcyage, so far as I 
Imve been able to learn there would be no great saving of ttoe in flying 
to london and taking a freighter south Srtm tiiere. The time requii’ed would 
about equal tl.e twt? weeks that It would take to get to Matadi direct witli 
Belgian fireighter froK hev York. It looks as though we might just as well 
stay with the liielgian line reservations. 

Do let »e know wiasn you will again be free to cane to l^shington. I 
want to bring you, Ir. S-exton, and Tr. Witarton togetrier. Perhaps this next 
i^ek, whicn includes Thanksgiving Day, is t«>o soon, kbat about the week 
of the 29th, Thursday, Dec. 2? It looks goc^ from this end. We could have 
lunch at the Club and then Isave about an hour to see some of Sexton's motion 
pictures before you would have to leave for the 3 o'clock train. 

Is the .tourney down the Mile by boat (train arcund the Cataracts) 
longer than you e3q>ected? It would certainly be a rewarding end and 
deserved rest to what may prove to be a busy nonth or six weeks in the 
Congo, kith 3Utoii!obiles at your service by the laonth and by the week, 
after the first thirty digrs the expedition would ; stain in its hands the 
flexibility and maneuverability that you probably prefer. 

I have to go to Kiasi for an all day conference Saturday but shall be 
back on the job Monday morning, 

Hope you had a grand time in Havana, 

fiegards to you all. 

Sincerely yours. 


Waldo L. Sclwitt 
Head Cusator 
Dept, of Zoology 


kJtSsvb 
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October 28 , 19^ 


J 

Mr. Bruce 3redin 

Greenville 

Delaware 

Dejir Bruce: 

Another ad interiai note; I hope it will be the last of th^ii I 
am getting more enthusiastic about the trip every minute, because we 
shall soon be down to brass tacks. By Monday or Tuesday, Wednesday at 
the latest*', I think I should have a very close estimate of what the 
trip will require in the way of financial backing, ‘except for certain 
incidentals, ^toich would include, so far as my tiioughts have run in 
that direction at the present moment, a proper tape recorder or two. 
Notlung enhances movies of out-of-the-way places so much as a little 
native background music, or cries of animals if they come within range. 

Also, I wish to be equipped with a couple of cartons of toy air- 
planes— a better grade for presentation to tribal chieftains, and a 
smaller model or pattena for the lessar lights. Nothing Impresses 
natives of the lesser civilized parts of the world more than modern 
airplanes. They see the "maxi bird" overhead, and are entranced to 
have a small replica of one at hand. 

I hope tliat xjothing intervenes to keep us from carrying tiirough 
the expedition as you have outlined it to me. I as thrilled with the 
thought of going to some of the so-called type localities from which 
African crustacea were descri’^ed. I did a paper on the shriiops of the 
L,ing-Chapin Expedition of a good many years ago. That sane Dr. Chapin 
is travelling in the Congo at this very moment. He is employed as a 
scientific advisor to tixe Belgian Government on matters of conserva- 
tion and naturxil histoiy in the Belgian Congo. He has a home in the 
neighborhood of Lxxke Kivu, and we certainly can expect to see him there. 
At present I am unable to communicate with hija because he is travelling 
about the country. 

Good luck and good licalth to both of you. I am looking forward 
to a trip of which you xind the Smithsonian may well be proud. 

Sincerely, 


ViS:I.Mc 



Waldo L. Schmitt 
Ifead Ciirator 
Pepariunent of «-oology 
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October 27, 19514 


Mr. Bruce Bredin 

Greenville 

Delaware 

Dear Bruce: - 

I was unable to raise your office by long distance this afternoon, 
but it would tove made little difference, because I have been unable 
to get the further details I expected today. I hope to have them by 
next mid-week. As I go along, I have been revising my tentative esti- 
mates downward somewhat. The figure I mentioned over the phone the 
other day, $30,000, may be a bit on the liberal side, because I believe 
in being" on the safe side when undertaking an exploring expedition. 
Working with a sho'estaring ckjesn’t pay. 

I believe our present urgency for information concerns ‘the pre- 
liminaiy deposit you wish to make this calendar year, with a view to 
adding to it if necessary next year. VSiat mount did you have in mind 
for the current year? Something on the order of $20,000 or less? If 
you wish t" put down no more than two— thirds or half this mount, well 
and good, but we can definitely make a start upon the expedition, leav- 
ing the final formulation of the itinerary for a later date. As I told 
you, I have requested reservations on the Belgian line steamer. New 
York to Matadi, for April 1 or the sailing nearest that date. I have 
asked for two double cabins for you and Mrs. Biredin, the photographer, 
and nyself. Dr. fcharton is confident that he will be available when 
the time comes for iiim to join us via air in Matadi. 

Regrettably the word I have just received fran the National 
Geographic Society is not so good. Their three available staff photog- 
raphers are coirmitted for the period for Wnich we wanted one of them. 
They have offered to submit names of a few men known to them as soon as 
they have cliecked with their staff. I had .hoped that they would con- 
tribute some one from their payroll. If we have to pay the salary of 
a photographer we may need to go back to the higher figure I quoted you. 
I can take fair stills, as you no doubt can yourself. With this word 
from the Geographic Society our hands are free now. to inquire among our 
friends. Among mine there is a local physician who is an expert motion 
picture man, but I shall make no commitments with him until I have heard 
further from you. I believe you thought that you might locate a compe- 
tent man yourself should I be unsuccessful at this end. 

Any word that I get frcan Dr. Van Straelen, of the Royal Museum in 
Brussels will be more on itinerary than on cost of the expedition. 




tiSienever you feel ready to make a f ir^ deposit we shall set up 
a anithsonian-Bredin Eaqjeditionary Fund in the Institution’s disbursing 
office, I be communicating with you .just as soon as I have perti- 

nent inforaation to pass along. 

I think you have picked a good time of the year and it should con- 
tribute to the success of the expedition. All good wishes to you and 

yours . 

Sincerely , 


Waldo L. Schmitt 
Head Curator 

WLSjLMc Depsrtment of Zoology 


P.S. I would like to personally present you to the Secretary. 
Should you wish to come down to make an initial contribution to the 
Smithsonian-Bredin ej^edition fund, a little advance notice would be 
helpful. Dr. Carmichael will be in town through the 9th of November, 
after which he has to fulfill several speaking engaganents and will be 
away until later in the month. 

We shall certainly be able to show you the Congo highlights and 
at the same time make some really worthwhile scientific collections. 


WLS 


Mr. Brace Bredlu 

Greenville 

Bplaware 


October 21, 195it 


tear Bruces 

Since you sere her® 1 suffered the loss of sother, uteo died in 
her 9$ih year Sunday Bornii^. To us sh^ was a wonc^rfal Bother and one 
on whc® we leaned in spite of her age. It was a sli^it stroke, which 
did not mend, and she was ill Just two weeks. 

Today is the first opportunity that I have t*ad to begin to line up 
things for your contemplated Congo tj^ditioo, and what I report to you 
now is bat tentative. However, it will give you some idea of i«at I 
have in mind, so that you can laake su<& changes as you may desire. 

This is toe way things stack up at the meaient. Tou can go fr«^ 

Mew York to the mouth of the Congo to toe port of Matadi by freighter, 

A Belgian line, wiiich goes direct, mates the trip in 15 days. Ctae or 
two other lines take nearer a month for the trip, but they stop in at 
scese very interesting ports— Dakar , Liberia, the Gold Coast, and on© or 

two others. These stops are what lengthen out the freighter trip, 

- ^ 

From Matadi to Leopoldville it is reeoKff^nded that we go by train, 
though one csri go by ste®ser. From Le<^ldvllle to StSblcy^m® hy 
steamer takes 7 days. Hoover, it «igj*t be worth i*ile to l^eak the trip 
at Coquilhatville, where one can spend a few days. There are frequent 
steamers up the river at all times, Souto of Stanleyville there is ex- 
tremely interesting and little-visited country about the town of 
Pontiderrille, 

An this I get fro® Baron Dhanis, teo is the attach! at the Belgian 
Hmbassy for Congo affairs. His father was a .foraor goveriwr in the Congo 
and was the man, I understand, vAio routed out toe vicious Arab slave 
traders wte gave the Congo such a bad ca» in the early days. Baron 
Dhanis premises »e a nintoer of helpful letters, both to a person on the 
governor’s staff in Leopoldville, teo spent scs^ tin© in America, mo to 
the resident agent in the village of Biondo soato of Ponthierville, At 
Bioado the native fishermen, wiio are most wonderful boateen, stage a 
shooting of the Lualaba rapids that is smetiiing that has^seld<®, if ever 
been ^«otograpted, and is on# of the most thrilling, albeit one of ttie 
scat daw^^rous "rides** that one can take, We can have a canoe race 
staged there, canoes that have paddlers in them, that is cat of tsiis 
worW. The Baron was most enthusiastic about it. He Is^ shot t»'i* 
rapids himself, and knows toe erdef ti»ere, Kongamba, ?dio would put his 
trlbeasen through their paces for us. 



Beyond Ponthiervllle lies Costeraansville, wh®re «e wet go ia any 
event, both to see soisethlng of toe national parks and take the road to 
Cairo. ?b© trip tram Stanleyvill© to Gostemansville by anto without 
iBuch more than an overnight atop takes two d^a. 

At this KOK^nt I caiaaot give you the cost of the trip tram Matadi 
to Stanleyville, The auto trip fr<a® Stanleyville to Costemansville is 
$110 per person, widen iocluf^s the night’s lodging and Mals. that 
basis I would figure that it will cost about ft65 per person per d^ of 
auto travel, with a party of five in one auto. If we have any gear a 
second auto would Ise needed, but of course it shoulc be cheaper than a 
carload of people. That I will learn later, too, 

Fros Costeraaasville, ttee permitting, one could run down to 
Eliaabetoville in the far southeast corner of the Congo, I do not know 
that it is necessary or deslrabl® to go tiast far unless there is stme 
particular reason for it. Fro® Costensansville it is reccEBsended that 
w get over into fuanda-Orundi, if only for a visit of a cay or two. 

It Is rather remarkable country about wfiich I will mt go into detail 
at this time, but it borders the lake region and to® natiojiSl park ^ea. 

At Costermansville , mlch goes bT the native name of JJukavu, is located 
the provincial medical laboratory, which we should visit for a variety 

of reasons. 

The primary reason for such a visit is that the other scienttific 
member of your party sriould be a George bliarton, wiio was a professor 
of soology at luke yniversity and is now head of the Depsrtaent of Zoology 
at the diversity of Maryland, He is ® well knows parasitologist, a 
specialist in his line, who is in cojTesponeence with the Selgian author- 
ities la the Congo, He is a friend of long standing, a mm of most 
congenial pers<jnality. It he can get leave from the University, as I 
anticipate, tfwre is one little hitch about his aecewpanying the trip 
to the ffiouth of the Congo, coming as it will be Just at the close of 
the school year. Tou wuld probably have to fly bis over so that he 
could meet us at Leopoldville and save the several weeks of time the 
stejwaer trip would take, but from ttsere out home he could mcompmjr tkm 

expedition 

In passing up through ti* lake region we should cut over to Mombasa 
to a little town Just beyond called Fpulu, where lives a Mrs. Anne Eisner 
Putnam, who apparently runs a cai^ iroM wnich expeditions into the back 
country take off. The Saron has promised me a strong letter to her, tco, 
Frc® there we would cut nortti to Juba, and go beyond, along ttie headwaters 
of the Kile, by auto to Khartoi®, Fr« there out one can fly to Cairo, 
go down the river by vessel, or else travel by auto. From Cairo 1 be- 
lieve you anticipate flying iicsse. 

Air fro® Hew York to Leopoldvilfe^Clrf ilharton) is 1720, Mr 
from Cairo to Hew York, first class, is $650,U0, 




This aay strike you as rather akete^gr at this ti»e, bat it is offered 
you as a starter for discyssloo. Perhaps m should sake steamer reserva- 
tions at tliis tise as you ree(*«eaded, but I can give you more in detail 
about available steamers by next Monday or Tuesday I h pe, 1 shall move 
tl'iings along as rapidly as I can. 

There is one otiier thinf, I believe I understoexl you to say you 
are not particularly interested in lujuting game or securing speciaens 
of tiie larger aniaals or birds. As I Bentlcaed, those soologioal fields 
have been pretty well cjovered by sapy people iSio have preceded us to the 
Congo. I would expect to concentrate on the asaller invegrtebrate animal 
life and also the *fisiaes, shrimps, and crabs living in the various 
Strems that we ';iave tiae to exMine, 

Tour best photograpry of animal and native life would be at Biondo, 
which, aa I say, is seldom visited j in the national parks along the 
lake regioai and out of Bpulu. I irli& it is either la the latter region 
or closer to Staaleyville that w® could visit the lygmy country. Through- 
out there will be many other opportunities of getting striking pisotographs 

At the moBSsnt I esn say nothing about a photographer. I have yet 
to see Hr, Anthony Stewart, whtxa I mentioned to you. 

AS I wish to get this letter la tonight's mail, 1*11 cut it short 
here. More in the next few days. beat to ym and Mrs. Qredin. 

Sincerely, 


Waldo L. Sd®4U 
Head Curator 
Beparteent of Zoology 
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KS. The ^ithsoniaa is most happy to go along with your project. 
I sh^l tal® it up foraally with tM Secretary as soon as we get things 
Bore definitely lined up. 



*^Bredo^' Mr. 
MiiedJ Belgian Congo 



Mr. Bredo, Sccretalre-0^n4ral 

3. P. 5175 

Bukavu, Congo Beige 

Dear Mr. Bredos 

^closed is a letter addressed to M, Hataene 
which is largely self explanatory. * 

We write to enlist yonr cooperation in the 
objectives of the Smithsonian-Bredin Expedition. 
Ins^iuch as it is concerned largely with the 
®Daaller anii^al life of the region, we hope that 
there will be difficulty with either permission 
to travel through the Congo or to make the desired 
collecting. 

The Smithsonian Institution will be most 
grateful to you for any assistance that you and 
other Belgian officials may be able to render 
this expedition. 


Cordially yours 


Leonard Carmichael 
Secretary 



Lett, to ff. Matagne 
K. Matagne 


'M^Seiusitt ivb 
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of 

STATE TEACHERS COLLEGE 

AT NEWARK 


JiUy 8, 



Dr. Schnidt 

U. S. Hatioiial lluseuEi 

Tifasiiington 25 j D,C. 

Dear Dr. Schmidt: 


Thanlc jrou very iiuch for your veiy nice letter oi July 2nd. I aau 
glad the July l5th date suits you better than our original date and I 
shall be looling foriTard to seeing you then, 

I T/ill be sure to recheclc about the projector and if I find om-s 
is not the right kind I shall locate one that is magnetic from one of 
the other schools. 


please feel free to bring some friends to the slioT/lng. Pa.ther thaia 
being an al.1 male group it is quite the opposite there being four laen 
and about fifty tfomeni With these odds a feiT of your men friends irill 
helo us hold our oim a little better, 

JL 

We are holding our netting in a small theater and here lots of room 
and a good P.A. sj'-sten. On our end tre may be bringing in a feu extra people 
to hear your talk and see the film as some of the Institute's graduates 
uill be on Cajupus for a coffee hour and r/iaj^ stay over. 


As to arrival time, I have checked the Pennsylvania pailroad from 
Washington ajid hj that line the only good train leaves Washington 7 :00 
A.M. and arrives” in lleuark at 10:35. That vrould mean a veiy early rising 
for you and I hate to even suggest it. Maybe a bus does better. I Iniou 
they do the trip in about the same noraber of hours but they might leave a 
little later. If you udll drop me a line telling me trtiere and when you 
are arriving I trill meet you. We are near Elizabeth, il.J. but most 
through trains and buses don't stop there but continue on to Ueitark, 
Hotrever, that is only a twenty minute ride from the Campus so it is no 
trouble. 


forward to seeing you. 


Sincerely'’, 
liLigh C. Brooks 


I shall be looldng 


/ 



of iNpto ilpropg 


NEWARK STATE TEACHERS COLLEGE 

MORRIS AVENUE, UNION. NEW JERSEY 




J'oly 1, 19^8 


Dr# Schmidt 

U#S, national Kuse-um 

Washington 2$^ H.G. 


Dear Dr* Schmidt: 

Thanlc you very much for your letter of June 2l|th* I cer-bainly 
appreciate yoiir giving your time and energy to address our i\frican 
Institute and I arr^ sure they iTill find it very reifarding. I cert airly 
understand your reluctance to let your film out of your hands. 


The school Thill gladly pa^^ your transpoitiation costs to Union# 
However 5 as this is a State College (Civil Service) I wonder if you 
could purchase your ticket and then we can reimburse you irhen you 
arrive here# Our Finance Office says that is the best way to handle 
this type of travel voucher# 


The school just unpacked two new Bell & Howell projectors last 
week and we have a full-time operator so I don^t thinic the film Td.ll 
be jeopardised in Bixf way# In any case^ you and I mil be on hand to 
supervise the setting up of the film# 


Since you personally are coming I wonder if Tuesday, July l5 would 
be just as convenient? I hate to s\Titch dates on you but on going over 
schedule I Sind the later date would malce it possible for me to build 
more of a program around your film and. talk. IIcnTever, if the 10th is 
more convenient for you we itIII still have lots of time for your lecture# 
please don’t prepare aiy formal speech - the’ type you gave at the Club 
would be^perfect for this group# 


If you would let me loiow which date is better for you and what time 
you Tjill arrive in either Heamrk or Elisabeth I id-l]. make arrangements to 
meet you and bring you to the campus* 


Thanlcing you again for your interest and looldlng foirrard to seeing 
you, I remain 



Hugh C. Brooks 


WHO DARES TO TEACH MUST NEVER CEASE TO LEARN 


